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 “We believe that our gracious God, because of the depravity of mankind has appointed 

kings, princes, and magistrates: willing that the world should be governed by certain laws and 

policies; to the end that the dissoluteness of men might be restrained, and all things carried on 

among them with good order and decency. For this purpose He has invested the magistracy with 

the sword for the punishment of evildoers and for the protection of them that do well.” 

 The preceding is a quote from the Belgic Confession. The following is a quote from 

Romans 13. “For the rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then be 

afraid of the power? do that which is good and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the 

minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not 

the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth 

evil.” 

 With these statements let us consider some of the assets and liabilities of a career in law 

enforcement. 

 One of the assets is that it is a vocation that involves tremendous responsibility. One is 

dealing with people’s lives and a wrong decision could affect an arrested person for the rest of 

his or her life. Questions like, do the elements involved in a warrant a drunk driving arrest, or the 

use of a weapon in trying to stop a suspect, or a high-speed chase? The split-second decision 

affects both the officer and the arrested party. 

 A second asset is that the job is an interesting job. There is no limit to one’s desire to 

learn and understand the law, to learn techniques in enforcing that law, and to learn and 

understand the court system and procedures. 

 Finally, the vocation does provide an interesting insight into the study of human 

behavior. One is able to see firsthand the total depravity of man. Also, even in the ranks of the 

police officers themselves, one is able to see the various motives for these men to try to live 

upright lives. Sometimes an officer will let ambition be the controlling factor in his life and thus 

sublimate certain external vices. 

 Having shown some of the appealing facts of the vocation, now I would like to spend a 

little time on some of the pitfalls. 

 One of the major pitfalls of a state police vocation is that for a new recruit it would 

involve working on the Sabbath, and thus taking a person away from the preaching of the Word 

of God. That is a serious liability to mean that one would be faced with the question; can I justify 

a vocation in enforcing the commandments of men when I at the same time am violating a 

commandment of God? 

 Secondly, without exception, a person is never stationed in his home town. This is almost 

a universal principle with state police organizations. Say a person applies in Grand Rapids, most 

likely that person will be stationed at least 100 miles away from Grand Rapids to work. This 

would most certainly put one outside a distance to attend a soundly reformed church.  



 Also, it is the trend of many police organizations to become unionized. If a union doesn’t 

exist, usually one is requested to join a police association which is similar to a union. 

 Finally, I personally felt one of the greatest hazards was to be on the wrong side of the 

fence in a moral issue. For example, in a democratic state, the majority makes the law. If the 

majority were to make a law to close Christian schools, the law enforcement officer would be the 

one putting a padlock on the doors of the school. In order to avoid a situation like this, I would 

not recommend that a covenant young person enter this vocation. 
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