
New Year Happiness 
David Harbach 

 

 

Happy New Year! Those three words we spoke to many people at the beginning of this 

new year and rightly so. After all, it is another year, 1979, and we certainly want that year to be a 

happy one for those we love. Yet, you know that the world around us says the same thing and, in 

fact, makes a great big holiday out of the new year. Why, just consider all the parading, 

fireworks, and worldly amusement that goes on up to twelve o’clock and long after twelve 

o’clock into the early hours of the next day, the first day of the new year. Even then the 

celebrating does not cease. Why, you have the Mummers parade, football games all day long, 

and speeches innumerable about how their god has given them another year to carry on in their 

worldly pursuits that will bring them happiness. Does all that bring us happiness too? Sometimes 

we really wish we could be like the world and have their kind of happiness. May God graciously 

forbid! I hope, young people, that this article serves to motivate us in the right direction in order 

that we may truly have a happy new year. 

HEY YOU, yes you, the one with the flashy new car; and you too; the one with the latest 

hairstyle and newest fashion in clothing; and you too, who has all the brains and hardly ever has 

to study; and you too, the one who plays the piano so beautifully; and you too the one over six 

feet who loves to play basketball; and you too, the one who is always quiet; and you too dear 

reader..., are you happy? That is, is your life here on earth a happy life? What then makes you 

happy? I know, it was all those nice new presents you received for Christmas, or maybe the fact 

that you had a break from your studies in order to relax, or being able to watch all those exciting 

football games on T.V.? Then my question to you is what difference was there in your happiness 

than that happiness which the world calls happiness? 

Happiness is Lord’s Day I of the Heidelberg Catechism. That’s right! “Question 1. What 

is thy only comfort in life and death? Answer. That I with body and soul, both in life and death, 

am not my own, but belong unto my faithful Savior Jesus Christ;....’’ “Question 2. How many 

things are necessary for thee to know, that thou, enjoying this comfort, mayest live and die 

happily? Answer. Three; the first, how great my sins and miseries are; the second, how I may be 

delivered from all my sins and miseries; the third, how I shall express my gratitude to God for 

such deliverance.” 

What a difference there is between the false happiness of the world and the true 

happiness of the children of God. The two are directly opposed to each other. The world does not 

give one snap of the fingers concern about its sins and miseries, not does it care to be delivered 

from then because those sins and miseries are its chief delight; therefore, the world can give no 

gratitude to God nor can we when the happiness of the world is our kind of happiness. Indeed, 

the world of darkness is very really spiritually dead. The world of iniquity goes about its 

business day after day as if this earthly life will never end and Christ will never come. How 

horrible! How foolish! 

Imagine the world of darkness as a man sitting on a very comfortable chair, in a 

completely dark room, that has a large number of T.V.’s placed in the walls that surround him, at 

eye level. Now picture in your mind that each TV is turned on to a different channel, and it is 

Satan who controls what each channel is to show. Why, that man can feast to his heart’s content 

on any program he desires to see, whichever one makes him happy. The only light he sees is 

what comes from the TV screens. That is a picture of man’s happiness and it is nothing more 



than the seeking of carnality and worldliness. Again we must say, “How horrible.”! “How 

foolish.’’! 

What about us, the children of the Living God? We have already mentioned our true 

happiness, but how is it different than the world’s happiness? In the first place, we know from 

the scriptures that this earthly life will not go on forever and, therefore, we live our lives 

according to the Holy Scriptures with that fact ingrained into our hearts. Obviously, we, the 

children of God, do not go about seeking to fulfill the lust of our eyes, the lust of our flesh, nor 

the pride of life. We consciously fight against all of that sin in our lives, preparing ourselves for 

the coming of our only Lord and Savior Jesus Christ upon the clouds of heaven. We take notice 

of the truth that Christ is coming again, and we pay attention to the fact that He is coming again 

to save the church and to destroy the world of darkness. We belong to Jesus Christ, both our 

body and soul, in life and in death, and that Jesus Christ is coming again. All of that is possible 

only because of the wonder of God’s grace shed abroad in our hearts. That grace is never a 

“common grace”, it is always irresistible and particular, given to the elect only, given to those 

whose body and soul belong unto Jesus Christ. “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor 

the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” Matthew 25:13. 

Secondly, true happiness is closely connected with that calling to watch. You have, in the 

Holy Scriptures, a beautiful parable that Jesus spoke to His disciples on the Mount of Olives, 

Tuesday of the Passion Week, the week in which our Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross for all 

the sins of the elect. Many of us know the parable by the title “Parable of the Ten Virgins” found 

in Matthew 25:1-13. In order that you may have a complete explanation of this parable, read 

Prof. Hanko’s “The Mysteries of the Kingdom”, pages 275-284. By Prof. Hanko’s permission I 

will quote the section titled “The Meaning of the Calling to Watch”. 

“So we must watch. What a rich and important admonition this is! It implies, in the 

first place, that hope is the main principle of our life. This hope reaches out in 

eagerness and longing for Christ, even as a bride eagerly awaits the coming of her 

bridegroom. 

In the second place, the admonition implies that our lives must always be the lives of 

pilgrims and strangers in the earth. This is wisdom. This is the oil of preparedness. 

We have here no abiding city. Our eternal destination is the house of our Father, and 

to this destination we press forward. 

In the third place, the admonition implies a constant prayer, It implies the prayer: 

“Come Lord Jesus, yea, come quickly.” The Church which longs for Christ’s return 

also prays for this day to come. Unceasingly, with great longing and earnest tears and 

sighs, the Church lifts up her petitions to the throne of grace for the return of her 

Savior. 

And finally, the firmer this hope lives in the hearts of the people of God, the stronger 

does the Church make herself ready for the appearance of Him Who loved her unto 

death.” 

Although this parable pictures the Church visible which is here on earth, the people of 

God know that hoping for, watching for Christ the bridegroom, is hoping for the coming of Him 

who owns both our body and soul; who, with his precious blood, hath fully satisfied for all our 

sins, and delivered us from all the power of the devil. What true blessed happiness that brings to 

our souls. 

Indeed this is a happy new year. Someday soon, the twelve o’clock which the world 

knowingly ignores will come, but for them it will mean their destruction. Then there will be no 



new year for them, only suffering God’s eternal wrath in hell. However, for the people of God 

that twelve o’clock means the coming of the bridegroom, Jesus Christ. What joy and happiness 

there shall be, and is even now! That new year shall know no time, for it shall be the full 

blessedness of eternal life with our only Lord and Savior in the new heavens and the new earth! 

Could we be happy this year if we had only one pair of shoes, one suit of clothes, one 

overcoat, one good dress, one automobile, or maybe none? Are we rich if we have more than 

these? What does the Bible say? How do we determine what our needs are? What do we really 

need? Do our self-created needs hinder our watchfulness? 
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