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You young people for whom Beacon Lights is published will determine what we shall 

sing in the worship services of our churches in the years to come. Whether our churches will 

continue to use the Psalter exclusively and limit ourselves to these versifications of the Psalms 

and a few Scriptural passages from other books of the Bible, or whether we will introduce a 

number of hymns, will be a determination that you will make. 

Our Classis and Synod in the past have consistently rejected the introduction of as much 

as one hymn. The generation that now has the say in these matters is content to abide by these 

decisions. Soon your generation will provide the elders, deacons, ministers of the Word and 

professors of theology in our churches who will be in a position to make changes in our 

denomination and end the long reign of the Psalter in our midst. 

Therefore, when the request came to me to write about Psalter revision in Beacon Lights, 

my thoughts led me first to this matter of the inclusion of or exclusion from the Psalter of a few 

“choice hymns”. Psalter revision is by no means merely a matter of discarding unsingable tunes, 

or substituting new tunes that fit the words of the versification better than the one we now find in 

the Psalter. We now have gay lilting tunes whereby we sing serious, deep, soul- burdened 

prayers. There should be a change. Not infrequently do the tunes make a mockery of the words. 

But you may be sure that a great deal of the clamor for a revision of the Psalter does not concern 

itself with this aspect. Rather, through the years there has been a growing cry to add a few 

synodically approved hymns. And I would like to give you some advice with a view to the day 

when you will have something to say about the matter, and as fathers and mothers, elders and 

deacons will be caught up in the argumentation of that day. 

Let it be understood, first of all, that before one hymn can properly be added to our Psalter, 

the Church Order must be changed. And that is no little thing or thing of little consequence. 

Article 69 forbids in our churches the introduction of as much as one hymn. We have no right at 

the moment to add Luther’s hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is our God”. And to change the Church 

Order in order even to introduce Luther's hymn requires some pretty solid ground from Scripture 

itself. It must not be a change of the Psalter for change's sake. It must be a change for 

improvement, and an improvement which the Scriptures dictate to us. It must be a change that 

will enrich our spiritual lives and supply us with truths (not tunes) that cannot be found in the 

Psalms, and are not in our Psalter versifications of these Psalms. Scripture demands that we 

preach the whole counsel of God. We must also sing the whole counsel of God and not have a 

one-sided presentation that lauds God’s love but speaks nothing of His wrath, that leaves the 

impression (if indeed it does not literally state it) that God loves everybody, and there is no such 

thing as reprobation or rejection. 

If I am wrong please show me, but on my part I am convinced that the reason why there 

is such a clamor for hymns lies in the music and not in the words. Let us test that once and try it 

out. Suppose that the matter would come to Synod that we add those beautiful hymns, which I 

too love to sing, “How Great Thou Art”, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”, and “He Lives”. But the 

Synod sensing that it is the music that is wanted and not the words, would amend the motion to 

read that these could be added in a Psalter revision but not with the present tunes. Would you be 

as interested in adding them? Would you not want to know first of all what those new tunes 

would be? I agree, the tunes and the words belong together in these hymns; and it would be hard 



to find tunes for these hymns that we would prefer, partly because we know them with the words 

so well. But the point is still there: Would your interest in adding the words of these hymns still 

be there if it could, by synodical decision, be done only with new tunes? Would not your interest 

in the whole thing begin to disappear? Would you not say, “O let’s forget it then”? 

These are matters to consider. It is not like choosing a suit of clothes or a dress. It is not 

like changing an article in the constitution of your society, or an outdated traffic regulation. It is 

a matter of the worship of an holy God. It is a matter of praising Him and not of entertaining 

ourselves. It is a matter of singing the truth richly and not of singing with rich harmony. 

Yes, I will agree that there are hymns that express the truth beautifully and are free from 

heresy. I will also concede that we may sing these in our homes. But introducing them into our 

worship services is quite a different matter. And the reason you must resist introducing them into 

our worship services is that they will take away the Word of God which He gives us in the 

Psalms. Not only will one hymn mean that in the service in which it is sung one versification of 

the Psalms will have to be dropped, but one will open the door for two, and two will soon make 

way for four until we find services in which all four songs are hymns. 

If you do not believe that just investigate these churches that have song books that 

contain both. Take note of how the hymns have pushed the Psalms and their versifications out of 

the services to an extremely great extent. Once inside, hymns have power to take over and 

dominate the scene. And when the church gets weary of these, it brings out a new song book 

with even less desirable hymns. 

No, young people, to be sure that we keep the versifications of God’s Word, and sing His 

whole counsel, do not introduce one hymn. Do not open the door widely enough for one to slip 

through, because your children will throw it wide open. And how sure are you that the next 

generation, which will live in a more evil world than you will know, will have the spiritual 

strength and power of spiritual sensitivity and discernment to choose hymns that are free from 

error? You may not make it possible for them to corrupt our Psalter. And before you take one 

step to change Article 69 of the Church Order or introduce one hymn into our Psalter, read 

Jeremiah 6:16, “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, 

where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” And let it not be 

said of you what God adds in that verse, “But they said. We will not walk therein.” When an 

object is old and worn out, throw it away. But the Word of God, though old, abideth forever, and 

it alone can give your souls rest. It never wears out because it is the Word of the unchangeable 

God. 

And instead of complaining that God’s Word does not state things clearly and richly 

enough for you, and that God did not give the Old Testament saints enough wherewith to praise 

Him, study those Psalms and their versifications. Make an honest effort to understand the words 

of the Psalms in the greater light you and I have in the New Testament instead of looking for 

new tunes, rich harmonies and lilting rhythms. And instead of envying those who have hymns 

appreciate what you have which is far better. 
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