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It is that time of year again. Thanksgiving is over and December is upon us. The 

Christmas season is now here. In fact, it has been here for a couple of weeks already. Even 

before Thanksgiving has been “celebrated”, all the stores were hanging up Christmas decorations 

and advertising Christmas specials. They make it hard for you not to get caught up in the 

Christmas spirit. 

What does this Christmas spirit mean for us? Does it mean celebrating the birth of our 

Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, or the exchanging of gifts? By now, you are probably thinking 

that this is another article about the proper observance of Christmas. I would have to admit that 

this would be very appropriate for this time of year, but there have been many articles written 

about this already. In this article, I would like to take a look at the idea of exchanging gifts. 

It has been tradition in our family to pick names out of a hat and exchange gifts on 

Christmas Day. This was done in mid to late-November to allow everyone enough time to do 

their shopping. Everyone would put a list with his or her name, giving suggestions of what he 

needed or wanted. In past years, this year is no exception, I have had a hard time coming up with 

a list. I didn’t need anything. The things I wanted I really didn’t need, but I needed a list so I put 

them on. I would have to page through the catalogues just to find ideas. I think this is true of 

many of us. We have such a great abundance of material possessions, we can’t even think of 

things we want for Christmas. Why, then, do we insist on exchanging gifts every year? 

The day our family gathered to pick names, we discussed this. We realized there were 

many others who could put the money to better use than we could. To name just a few, there are 

churches, schools, and families in our own denomination who are in need of help. Now, instead 

of putting names in the hat, we put in the money we would have spent on Christmas presents, 

and voted on which cause of God’s kingdom we would send the money to. We hope to start a 

new tradition in our family. Although the tradition may already be an old one to some of you, it 

was a new one for our family, and we thought we would share the idea with you. 

In closing, let us not forget that our great abundance of possessions are not our own, but 

are God’s, who gives us all things. Let us remember the words of Paul in Acts 20:35, “I have 

shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive”. 
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