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Protestant Reformed Young People, beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ. Let me begin by 

expressing to you my appreciation for inviting me to speak to you this evening and to join you in 

your convention this year. This has been the first opportunity I have ever had to be part of a 

Protestant Reformed Young People’s convention. It has been a very enjoyable experience. I only 

hope that each one of you have enjoyed this convention as much as I have. I am thankful too for 

the way in general this convention has gone and for the good conduct of you young people. 

We shall for the last time this evening address the theme of this convention; Remember 

Thy Creator in the Days of Thy Youth. This theme, as you know, is found in the twelfth chapter 

of the book of Ecclesiastes. In that book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon makes this evaluation of life, 

“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.’’ A vain life is one that has no meaning, no purpose, it is 

without value, it is unprofitable, fruitless. Solomon says that all is vanity. Everything that man 

does, all his wisdom and learning, all his striving, all his labors, all his goals and objectives, it’s 

all vanity. This is true of the best of what man does. It is true of all that man calls good and 

satisfactory. It is true of all that man finds his purpose, meaning, comfort, and enjoyment in. A 

vain life, dear young people, is a miserable wretched life. Believe that! There is nothing so 

miserable and wretched as a 

life that is vain. 

In the last few verses of chapter 11 in Ecclesiastes, the writer says concerning childhood 

and youth that they also are vanity. All you have to do, young people, is look around you at 

today’s youth and you will see how true that is. The lives of the vast majority of youth today are 

without meaning and purpose, they are without direction, they are without profit. This is indeed 

miserable and wretched. I read recently in one of our newspapers that in the last five years the 

incidences of suicide among young people has almost doubled. Is this not in a large measure due 

to the fact that these young people come to the conclusion that their life is miserable wretched 

vanity. 

One cannot help being impressed when reading the book of Ecclesiastes by the fact that 

the writer speaks from experience. Many say that Solomon wrote this book near the end of his 

life. He himself experienced the utter vanity of life when he departed from the Lord, when he 

married many wives and when these wives led him into idolatry. By this, I do not mean to say 

that we have here merely the record of a man’s experience. Solomon writes this under the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit and, therefore, this is the Word of God to us. 

A vain life is a life without God. He who does not remember his creator, his life is vanity. 

Man does that. Man says in his heart there is no God. And concerning him the Bible says, “The 

fool has said in his heart there is no God.” As soon as you forget that God is your creator, your 

life becomes utter vanity. 

But you and I, young people, are different. We know that God is our creator. In order to 

remember that God is our creator, we must first know that. And we do. Most of us have been 

taught this from our infancy. This is a blessed knowledge! That we know this is in itself a 

wonder of the grace of God. God Himself has taught us this through His Spirit. Therefore, you 

are exhorted to remember your creator in the days of your youth. 



This evening I shall direct your attention particularly to our theme of remembering our 

creator as it applies to society. In a sense, of course, the home and church can be included as part 

of society. But I am not going to repeat what was said by the other speakers and limit myself, 

therefore, to society as it is outside of our homes and churches. When we leave the door of our 

homes and our churches, we are in society. Much of our life is lived in society, perhaps for most 

of us at least, even the vast majority of our life. Our subject this evening is very broad therefore. 

In society, we have our occupation, our vocation and calling in life. In society, we go to school. 

In society, we find our friends, we interact with our neighbors. Society is the place where we 

conduct our business, where we spend our money, where we find much of our entertainment. In 

society, we live out the philosophy of our life pursue the goals and objectives that we set for 

ourselves. In society, we have our confession, we speak of that which we believe is the meaning 

and purpose of our life. 

Society is the world. The world that spiritually stands at enmity against God. The world 

which hates God and His Word and commandments. The society in which we live has been 

characterized in many ways. It is called the new generation because the things that are being 

today, the philosophies that are being propounded, the life styles that are being developed are 

new, they are new in their licentiousness and wickedness. Our age is called the age of liberation, 

the age when every man can do that which is right in his own eyes without the restraint of law or 

moral standard. It is called the age of sexual freedom, in which the right is determined by that 

which feels good. Never before has such wickedness abounded. Our age is more wicked than 

Sodom and Gomorrah. This is the society that we as Christian young people must live in. If we 

listen to the prophesies of scripture this abounding wickedness will continue to increase until the 

end. We are rushing toward the end of time, the world is becoming ripe for judgment. 

Everywhere in our society we can see the utter vanity of which the writer of Ecclesiastes speaks. 

Our society as never before is one of meaninglessness, emptiness, uselessness, and one which is 

totally unprofitable. It is a society that is therefore characterized by misery and wretchedness as 

never known before. 

In this society, we are called to live distinctively and antithetically as Christian young 

people. This is uniquely Protestant Reformed. This is what the whole controversy of Common 

Grace comes down to. Our stand against Common Grace is not merely a matter of abstract 

doctrine; it is one that involves our everyday living in the midst of society. This whole question 

is becoming more and more urgent for us. Worldliness has corrupted the vast majority of the 

churches in our day. If we are to maintain our Protestant Reformed heritage as Christian young 

people to the glory of God, we must live holy and distinctively Christian lives in society. This is 

what our theme exhorts us to do. 

God is our creator. God made us, He fashioned us. He made us altogether, He made the 

whole of our being. He made us body and soul, with all our strength, all our ability, all our 

potential. This is an awesome truth. He who is the creator of the heavens and the earth made us. 

He who is the infinite eternal God, the Sovereign Ruler of the universe made us. He who is the 

God of infinite holiness and perfection formed us. 

That God is our creator has tremendous implications for life. God made us for Himself 

for His own glory. God made us to love and serve Him with all our heart, all our soul, all our 

strength, and all our mind. Because God made us and not we ourselves, we must live for and 

unto Him alone. That God made us means that He has the sovereign right to rule over us. He 

alone has the right to determine and declare the law for our life. We must walk according to that 

law for His glory. That God is our creator alone gives goal, purpose and meaning to our life. Our 



whole life must be so directed that it is always subservient to the sole purpose of our existence-

the glory of the name of our creator and our God. 

We are exhorted to remember our creator. Men do not do this and for this reason their life 

is vanity. The eternal power and godhead of the creator is clearly revealed to all men. But they 

do not acknowledge Him as creator. As fools, they say in their heart that there is no God. 

Therefore, men live unto themselves according to their own lusts. Men devise their own wicked 

philosophies of life, they seek to establish their own standards, they pursue their own goals and 

objectives. They are all vanity because they are without God. They will all end in destruction and 

damnation. No matter how good according to the standards of men a man’s life may have been, 

in the end it becomes manifest how totally unprofitable it has been. He passes from this life 

worthy of eternal condemnation. 

We must remember our creator. By grace, we have come to know Him as our creator. By 

His Spirit, we have the wonderful knowledge of our God and our Lord. We must constantly keep 

in our hearts and in our minds the fact that God is our creator and that He made us for His own 

glory. This must be the one thing that dominates and controls the whole of our life in society. 

This determines the occupation we choose. We do not then seek first of all the occupation that 

will make, us the most money, that will bring us the most prestige in society, but rather the one 

in which we can best use our God-given talents to the glory of His name. When I pursue my 

education to prepare me for my calling, I am not swayed by the many vain philosophies that 

characterize the majority of places of higher learning in the world. I realize that even the most 

high sounding intellectual philosophy of the world that is without God is vanity. In school, I 

study in such a way that all my knowledge is placed in the perspective of my purpose to glorify 

my creator. Later in life, when I begin to work at my occupation, the manner in which I conduct 

all of my affairs is completely controlled by my knowledge of my creator. How I interact in 

society, how I deal with my neighbor, is determined by the law of my creator. Men will be able 

to see in what I live for, the goals and purposes that I have, that I believe that God is my creator. 

My daily conversation and speech will testify of my creator. When men ask me why I live the 

way that I do, I will tell them of my wonderful and glorious creator for whom I live. Even in 

something as seemingly insignificant as the clothes that I wear. I remember my creator. I do not 

wear clothes to display my body for the sexual passions of men. My creator has given me clothes 

as a covering. My body is to be used for the glory of my creator. 

What a radical and wonderful perspective on life one has who remembers daily His 

creator. This alone gives to all our life meaning and purpose and profit. This gives us reason to 

go out of our homes from day to day to our jobs or businesses. This gives us reason to strive 

every day again to do our best. 

Surely this matter of remembering our creator is a difficult matter. It involves strenuous 

spiritual activity. When we leave our Christian homes and our churches, it is so easy to forget. 

This morning I told by Bible study group that in a sense we as ministers live a rather sheltered 

life, and in that sense we have it easier than those who must go every day again into society to 

perform their occupation. It is hard when you are conducting the day-to-day affairs of life to 

remember your creator. It is necessary that again and again we recall this to our minds and 

hearts. There are so many things in our life in society that cause us to forget. Our nature is such 

that we often forget. Remembering is something that involves conscious, continual, spiritual 

activity. 

We must remember our creator in the days of our youth. The current philosophy of our 

day is so much against this. Youth is considered to be a time for careless living. It is a time when 



you need not take life so seriously. Men will tell you that you have plenty of time yet to become 

serious. Even many parents say that they are not concerned too much when their young people 

are not so serious. Every person it is said must have a time in their life when they “sow their wild 

oats”. Youth is a time of experimentation. Experimentation with sex, with drugs, with alcohol, 

with various life styles and philosophies of life. One must learn by experience what is best for 

him. How dreadful these kinds of notions are and to what terrible consequences they lead for 

many young people. 

In our youth, we first really get out into society. Up to this time we have lived in the 

shelter of our homes. If these homes have been good covenant Christian homes, we can count 

this a great blessing. But when we grow up, we have to leave our homes and go into society, we 

have to begin to chart our own course in life, find our own occupation, set our own perspectives 

and goals, determine our own manner of life. Youth is the time when tremendous decisions have 

to be made, decisions that will affect the whole of the rest of our lives. Never has there been a 

time in your life that is more important and when it is more urgent to remember your creator. 

Youth is an exciting time of your life. It is a time that is characterized by vigor, strength, 

enthusiasm and optimism. You are not yet troubled by some of the difficulties and hardships that 

come later in life. But do not let this be an occasion for careless living. 

Youth is also an extremely difficult time in life. Growing up is hard. It wasn’t very long 

ago that I was your age. I know that those years were for me without a doubt the most difficult 

years of my life. Youth is the time when you have to come to grips with life for yourself. This is 

not easy. How many young people are miserable and wretched exactly because they have no 

goal, they know no meaning and purpose in all of their existence. They see very often the terrible 

vanity of the lives of adults around them. They try philosophy after philosophy, only to 

experience in the end the utter vanity of them all. Oh, young people, remember your creator in 

the crucial time of your youth. 

There is no time for careless living. There is no time for “sowing wild oats”. The truth of 

scripture stands also for youth, that whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap. How David 

prays earnestly in the Psalms: “sins of youth remember not!” Ask any of those who are beyond 

the days of youth and they will tell you how often they prayed that same prayer. Because of the 

sins of David’s youth, the sword did not depart from his house all the days of his life. Many of 

the things that we do in our youth will have consequences for the rest of our lives. 

The urgency of this whole matter is stresses in the text from Ecclesiastes: “While the evil 

days come not, nor the years draw nigh when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them”. Those 

evil days that Solomon speaks of are the days of old age, the days when our strength begins to 

fade away and we can no longer do the things which we did in our youth, the days when we have 

to retire from our occupations and slow the pace of our life. The days of which the writer speaks 

are the days of old age when we have time to reflect on our life and to evaluate it all. In those 

days, we shall be anticipating the end of our life and the fact that soon we must stand before the 

judgement seat of the God who made us for Himself. We shall be judged of our righteous and 

holy creator. How terrible when in the end one has to say concerning the days of his youth: “I 

have no pleasure in them”. The world is full of this kind of thing. In their youth men think they 

can live in lust and pleasure, in immorality and wickedness. But where do such lives end? One 

thinks that in this life he must pursue every opportunity to make more and more money. The 

greater the sum of money he can amass, the more satisfaction he will get from life. But in the 

end, that man realizes that all of this was vanity. He shall go out of life as naked as he came into 

it. Think of the miserable death of the billionaire Howard Hughes. Another thinks that he can 



enjoy the pleasures of adultery and fornication having one partner after another. Soon he finds 

himself in the midst of the miserable wretchness of broken homes of untold bitterness and agony. 

He has made the sexual act so cheap and meaningless that it has lost for him all the blessedness 

for which God made it. Another thinks that the philosophies of the world will lead him to fame 

and fortune, to prestige among men. But as he looks back over his life, he sees how utterly vain 

they really are. 

Remember your creator in the days of your youth. That when the evil days come you 

might have pleasure in the days of your youth, that you might have the satisfaction of looking 

back on a life that was lived in the strength of the grace of God to the glory of His name. Then 

you will be able to look forward to the day when you shall stand before the Lord Jesus Christ in 

heaven and He shall say to you: “Well done thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the 

joy of thy Lord.” 
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