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This question comes from Grand Rapids. Scripture says thou shalt not swear in 

Matthew 5:33-37. How does that relate to our taking an oath? 

To begin we should quote the text: 

“Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear 

thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither 

by heaven; for it is God's throne: Nor by earth; for it is his footstool; neither by Jerusalem; for it 

is the city of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make 

one hair white or black. But let your communication be. Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is 

more than these cometh of evil.” 

In the first place, it is obvious that the oath itself is not evil. The Scripture makes it plain 

that there are ways and times when an oath is properly used before God. God, Himself reveals 

that the oath is able to be so used. He does so by swearing an oath by His own Name. This is 

recorded in Hebrews 6:13-18. Further, Christ allowed Himself to be placed under an oath and 

this is recorded in Matthew 26:64. And Paul uses an oath as seen in I Corinthians 1:23. Certainly 

then, there are times an oath may be used rightly to attest to the truth. 

But in the second place, there are obvious instances when the oath is very sinfully used 

and such use should not be named in our midst! Some examples are: The trivial or light use of an 

oath. By often using an oath to confirm almost everything one says, is to use God’s name in vain 

and the oath itself loses all meaning. There is the use of an oath in cursing, such as the 

expression, “By God!” Such cursing is met with sure judgment! Also, there is the use of the oath 

to swear falsely before the magistrate. This is an attempt to make God partaker of the lie! and is 

terrible wickedness. And one more example is the swearing of an oath of allegiance to a club, 

society, labor union, etc. These are oaths used to bind oneself in a godless union. These uses of 

an oath are clearly false and sin. God’s children abhor and flee their use! 

Evidently then, there are uses of the oath which are evil in themselves, while at other 

times there are uses of the oath which are most proper before God. 

But then what does Jesus mean when He teaches us to “swear not at all”? Does our Lord 

merely refer to the swearing by objects other than God, by explaining in out text that this is 

impossible? Or does Jesus forbid the false swearing that we have mentioned above? Yet this 

does not really explain His words. “Swear not at all." Rather it is clear that there is a time when 

the oath ought not to be necessary at all! 

We can understand this when we consider that Jesus addresses His Church. In the 

“Sermon On The Mount”, He sets forth the spiritual characteristics of the Kingdom of Heaven, 

and of the subjects of that kingdom. He speaks of His elect body. They are members in His blood 

and by His Spirit of the one household of faith. And in the sermon, Jesus sets forth the right 

manifestation of the covenant life of God’s people. Then Christ says to His own that they have 

no need of oaths within the sphere of the kingdom of Father. We ought not in the church, in the 

midst of God’s people, swear oaths at all. 

This admonition means exactly that as children of light, we ought to speak as children of 

light, that we speak the truth to one another. Let your yea be yea; and nay, nay. When we speak 

one to another in the Lord we have nothing to hide or to hold back. Further, we should have no 

doubt nor mistrust in what our brother or sister says as we walk by grace in faith. Thus within the 



grace of God-in His covenant fellowship-Christ’s body ought always to speak as before the Face 

of God. Then, indeed yea, yea; and nay, nay is sufficient. And we have no need to swear an oath 

at all. It is only sin that gives rise to the need of an oath. May God grant us grace to so walk as 

covenant young people that our speech will be mutually trusted as the truth before God! 

Because of sin, the magistrate may require an oath, for he knows that sinners stand before 

him and may require the oath to obtain the truth. And it may be because of the weakness of sin, 

that even for a brother’s sake one may find it necessary to take an oath to verify the truth. But 

then make your oath a confession of faith. 

In summary, in the kingdom of Christ, amongst brothers and sisters in faith, let us seek 

grace to swear not at all—to have no need of an oath. And if it is required either for a weak 

brother’s sake or by the magistrate, let our prayer be for grace to have our oath be a confession of 

complete trust and confidence in the God of all grace. And may we by grace glorify God in all of 

our speech! 
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