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I suppose that it would be accurate to say that the Bible is the best known, if not the best 

read, book in the entire world. Yet there are not that many people who can distinguish between 

what the Bible actually says and what has been added by our own imagination and popular 

folklore. 

This is especially an important fact to consider as Christians, and as young people of the 

church. Is our biblical knowledge actually based on the Bible? Do you read enough of God’s 

word to really know what is included in that word? 

Has it happened to you, as it has to me, that you find yourself part of a religious 

conversation with fellow believers, or maybe perhaps an unbeliever, only to find yourself up 

against a stone wall when it comes to supporting your stand with scriptural proof? You know 

what you believe, but where do you find support for that belief in scripture? I am afraid that there 

are not that many of us who can put our finger on one specific text, the one text we need to find 

when the time comes. 

There is not only that particular point to consider, there is also the many forms of 

imagery that we have formed in our minds over the years. 

For example, how many times don’t we think of the Christmas nativity story as dealing 

with three wise men coming to the manger, when actually we all know that the number is 

nowhere mentioned in scripture. And that by the time the wise men had made the trip from the 

east, the Christ child and his family were no longer in the manger, but rather in a home in 

Bethlehem. 

There is also no mention of what type of fruit was eaten by our first parents, Adam and 

Eve, in the Garden of Eden; but common tradition states that it was an apple. 

And the story of Jonah doesn’t speak of a whale as being the fish that swallowed the 

prophet of God. (A whale is not even a fish!) 

Think also of the world’s popular visualizations of angels and devils. Angels in the Bible, 

of course, do not have wings, nor do they need them, being purely spiritual creatures. Yet how 

many pictures do you see of an angel that didn’t have wings? And there is no passage anywhere 

in scripture to support the idea that devils have horns, tails, or pitchforks in hand. 

These are just a few of the ways the world distorts the Word of God. What is of more 

concern to us is the reality that the false church also uses the Word of God as its foundation. 

The modern Arminian, after all, bases his claim that God loves, all men and makes 

salvation possible for everyone, on scripture. 

And we have to be ready always to give answer to those claims. 

Of course, the conclusion is rather obvious. How can you refute the Arminian lie, or any 

other error, when your own knowledge of God’s word is at a questionable level. 

What do you say to one who points to John 3:16 as a proof that God desires all men to be 

saved? Part of your answer would be to convey a proper understanding of just what that verse 

really means, and you could not do that with only a limited knowledge of the Word of God. 

Our calling then is plain, not only as young people, but as Christian believers. After all, 

the study of God’s word is an ongoing process. You constantly build on previous knowledge. 

This means that we must make use of the means God has given us, both in our private 

devotions and in our study of God’s word with fellow believers, so that, with the help of our 



Heavenly Father, no one can say that our biblical knowledge is not based on the Bible. 
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