
Reformed Point of View 
David Harbach 

 

 

“A first question in the Catechism is ‘What is the chief end of man?' The response is, 'to 

glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.’ There are individuals who believe that the ultimate way 

of glorifying God is to win souls for Jesus Christ.” These are the first two sentences that 

appeared in a section entitled, "The Presidents Corner," Vol. IV, February 1978, Number 3 issue 

of the SC View. The SC View is the official College publication for Sterling College. There is not 

room enough to include all that President Charles Schoenherr had to write, so I will only include 

those parts that give the basic meaning-of his article. 

Before going any further, I want to say that it is not my intention in this article to criticize 

Mr. Schoenherr personally. The purpose of this article will be to bring to our minds a serious 

problem which is occurring in many colleges and universities that call themselves Reformed or 

which hold to a Reformed point of view. 

To begin, the Catechism that is quoted from is the Westminster Larger Catechism. It 

would be to the advantage of our people to read this Catechism so that we may know more 

clearly what others believe in regards to their confession of faith. We hold to the Heidelberg 

Catechism because it is a rich part of our Reformed heritage and looks at reformed doctrine from 

the experience of the child of God in this life and death. 

The article in mention goes on to analyze the second sentence concluding that "the role of 

man in this system of thought becomes all significant.” I agree, and it is exactly that fact which 

makes me disgusted with such heretical ideas. When we get down to the real meaning of such a 

sentence it shows that God, in order to save His elect, must use the means of man persuading or 

winning an individual to Jesus Christ. We who are truly reformed know that Christ alone saves 

His people from their sins, never man who is sinful. The Son of God died on the cross for His 

people. We cannot win any man to Christ because we cannot even win ourselves to believe in 

Christ. And, too, man fails completely to glorify God in any way. Consider the fact that the elect 

child of God does perform good works as a means to glorify God and all his works are corrupted, 

tainted with sin. Therefore, we cannot pat ourselves on the back in pride for any good work, 

because all good works are as a result of that wonder work of God’s grace within our hearts. God 

glorifies Himself through us even though He has no need to do so. How truly amazing is the 

grace of God when we realize that He uses us at all to glorify Himself. To Him be all the glory. 

The second paragraph of the article in mention reads, "On the other hand, the Calvinists, 

in Reformed Tradition, believe that God is glorified by knowing Him, by giving due honor to 

Him, and by being of service to Him.” I agree completely with that thought. However, the 

sentence that follows reads, "Vocation become channels for service to God and fellowman.” This 

statement and ones similar in thought reveal a serious problem. 

Some of our covenant youth, when they graduate from high school, will go on to seek a 

higher education in a college or university. Sometimes these centers of learning profess to be 

Reformed. They profess to hold to the Reformed truths in their instruction. They emphasize the 

truth of glorifying God in a godly walk in life. They place the emphasis on the way we live as 

being a witness to those around us of our beliefs. Now there is nothing wrong with those goals, 

as long as they are solely for the purpose of instructing the covenant youth so that he or she may 

be prepared to serve God in a particular calling. However, these same centers of learning that 

profess to be Reformed also profess a need of a service to man. 



Perhaps a few more sentences will bring the problem clearly to our minds. They are as 

follows: “Education is seen as a means by which man better prepares himself to serve his 

fellowman and God as he penetrates and reforms society.”; “We see our mission as one of 

equipping young people to penetrate all aspects of contemporary society with a Christian 

“Weltanschauung,”; “It is our desire that our graduates become immersed in the mainstream of 

our world to provide the “light" for a society that is in darkness.”; “If our graduates are to be 

shapers of the world-life view must penetrate all of their life.": and finally, "We believe it is our 

duty to equip our students intellectually the best we can so that when they infiltrate society to be 

the “light," they will have the mental tools to perform their services as ‘unto God’.” In short, the 

meaning is to make this world a better place to live in. 

The problem then is serving God and man at the same time. How one who is reformed 

can agree with such modernistic thought is obviously incredible. Jesus Christ Himself in the 

Sermon on the Mount says Matthew 6:24, "NO man can serve two masters: for either he will 

hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 

serve God and mammon.” Education is a means to prepare one’s self to serve God only. Never is 

it our calling to reform society, but to reform ourselves by God’s grace. It is true that we are the 

light of the world, but not in the sense that we provide a light so that man may thereby do some 

good. Nor do we go about trying to shape the world so as to make it a better place for all men to 

live. And finally, we seek to equip our youth spiritually and intellectually to serve God. 

These modernistic thoughts are the foundation upon which many of our colleges are 

based. That means that we as youth must be very aware of that fact and use the time spent in our 

high school years to prepare ourselves for entrance into a system of education that is not 

Reformed. We must indeed be the light, but only because we follow The Light. 

Perhaps then it is the calling of our denomination to consider the necessity of starting a 

college of our own. That means, too, that many who seek a college education may also consider 

preparing themselves to teach in our own college. Truthfully, I hope, D.V., that someday we do 

have our own college. 
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