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While reading the October,1977 issue of The Readers Digest, I came across an article 

entitled, “The Mad Mad World of Rock ‘n’ Records”. A rather interesting account of the 

modern-day  record business. I say interesting because of the facts which that article presented 

about this worldly entertainment. The author begins his article by saying: 

“It Thomas Edison could hear and see what has happened to the phonograph record he 

invented a century ago, he would stand aghast eyes bulging, limbs atremble. For the recording 

business is today the maddest segment of American industry, a cacophonic three-ring circus 

aboil with egomania, sweet-life philosophy, piracy, sex, and electronic wizardry -all driven by 

incredible amounts of long-green do-re-mi. 

To begin with, the record business, not television or movies, is now the largest part of the 

entertainment industry. With 1200 recording companies annually producing some 2600 albums, 

and 6200 singles, the former “poor cousin” of the show biz world will this year take in more 

money than either of the others - over $2.5 billion.” 

The author also goes on to make a comment which is worth taking some time to look at. 

He says: “To those for whom rock is part of a creed, spending money on records is like putting a 

five-dollar bill in the collection plate.” 

Of course, the resemblance to any form of Christianity ends right there. Any person, even 

the most ardent defender of rock, would have to admit that there is a certain streak of nuttiness 

which dominates the whole industry. 

Now don’t stop here and jump to any conclusions, assuming that this will be just one 

more article in a long line condemning the music of young people. Is there really any doubt in 

your mind about the validity of rock music? Could you make any kind of argument in favor of 

any of this worldly music? You can read an article about this very subject in the February 1, 

1978 issue of the Standard Bearer page 211, “X-Rating Rock Radio” by Rev. G. Van Baren. 

But what I would like to call to your attention, is that one quote which was mentioned a 

few paragraphs back. Could that be applied to you? Do you support the pleasures of this life, in 

this case, records? 

It is so very easy to support all of the pleasures and entertainments of this world. This is 

especially true, I am afraid, of young people. Many sinful pleasures exist simply because young 

people continue to support them. 

And I believe that this can also be said of the Protestant Reformed young people. We are 

not above this temptation. After all, the music of this world makes us feel good, it appeals to our 

sinful nature. And it’s just so easy to go along with it all. In a way, it would be easier to fight 

against this temptation if we could get away from it. But it’s everywhere. We all have radios in 

our homes or cars. And a large percentage of us have record and tape players. 

The Word of God also speaks of this very problem that we are faced with 

Matthew 6:24, ‘‘Not man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the 

other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” 

The power of Satan is always a problem for us, young people. We will go through all of 

our pilgrimage here on this earth confronted with this choice. But we cannot overcome this 

temptation on our own merit or strength. The minute we think we can stand fast, that is the 

minute we fall. 



Each one of us, whether we be young or old, can only answer this question; no one can 

do it for us. 

Which do we support: the world, or the Kingdom of Christ? If we, by the grace of God, 

fight against this world’s evils, there awaits for us the victor’s crown. James 1:12, “Blessed is the 

man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the 

Lord hath promised to them that love him.” 

Therefore, young people, pray about this problem before God. And do not be afraid to 

stand on the Word of God for your strength, for it is the only solution to the question. 
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