
Motivation in the Home 
Rev Cornelius Hanko 

 

 

Dr. Abraham Kuyper of the Netherlands wrote a book entitled, “Three Small Foxes,” a 

title which was taken from Scripture, particularly from the Song of Solomon (2:15), that speaks 

of “the little foxes that spoil the vine”. The vine is, of course, the church. And these little foxes 

are evils that slink into the church under the cover of darkness to destroy the church. Dr. Kuyper 

had something entirely different in mind than I do tonight; but I also want to warn against these 

insidious cunning foxes that sneak unawares into our homes, into our schools, and into our 

churches with the purpose of destroying the church of the living God. 

I have particularly a few little foxes in mind, that have been doing and are doing an 

increasingly amount of damage among us. No, I do not pretend that the evil I am speaking of is 

limited solely to the church. In fact, it has its origin and is much worse in the world round us. It 

belongs quite definitely to the lawless spirit of our times. This is the age of which Scripture 

warns us, the age of lawlessness. Some would call this present age the scientific age, some the 

atomic age, some the machine age. But we can far better sum up our times as the age of 

lawlessness. Men have become lovers of self more than lovers of God. God is not in all their 

thoughts. They have deliberately banished God out of their lives. Therefore, there is no respect 

any more for God’s law. Think, for example of all the riots and uprisings in the various countries 

of the world. Think of the fact that even school teachers go on a strike, afterward to return to 

their classes to teach patriotism and respect for authority. How can they expect the children to 

respect them when they defy all authority themselves? What is this world coming to? Man is so 

self-centered that he boasts of “love”, love for mankind, by which he means that anything is 

justified if it is done out of love. You may commit adultery, you may steal, you may kill, if your 

motive is love. These evils have also crept into the church, even into our own lives, more than 

we realize. 

The world has produced a generation of young people that wants to do its thing, and 

therefore does pretty much as it pleases. But how about our own children? There is obviously not 

the fear and the respect for those over authority that there should be. Even the strict discipline 

that should be exercised is often very offensive to them. The class hero is often the biggest goof-

off, the one who dares to defy those in authority over him. Our children are known to use profane 

language on the school grounds, in the bus, and at basketball games. Young folks of high school 

age huddle together to discuss the TV shows they saw, or the movie they attended. All this has 

much more appeal to them than their school work. Children will plague and make fun of their 

classmates, setting up their own standard of right and wrong. The result of all this is that children 

do not apply themselves to their school work as they should. A number of serious minded pupils 

don’t like school because of all the goof-offs. There is a growing complaint of lack of 

motivation, that is lack of drive to produce good work, to prepare well for class, to learn their 

lessons well. Students graduate from high school that are far less equipped for life than were 

their parents. Some have difficulty reading and writing, and working arithmetic problems. 

This is serious. Serious, in the first place, because our times require that young men and 

young women are able to meet the increased problems of life. The days of simple farming, 

simple carpenter work or mason work are past. Business becomes more and more complicated 

because of government demands, but also because of the machinery that is involved in most any 

field of endeavor. Besides, in the second place, the church of Jesus Christ is facing the end of the 



ages. We can only expect critical times in which the child of God must recognize the signs of the 

times and must be able to stand in an evil day. But finally, it is not worthy of a Christian School, 

much less of the Protestant Reformed School to produce graduates who do not actually deserve 

the diploma that they receive. We are responsible to God for the education that our children 

receive or fail to receive. 

A short time ago, I discussed this matter with our teachers. It was deemed proper that I 

discuss this matter also with our parents. So tonight we face the question: in how far are our 

homes responsible for the lack of motivation so evident in our schools? 

I wish to place ourselves before three questions: 

I. Is there a lack of motivation even in our homes? 

II. What is the cause for such a lack of motivation? 

III. Where lies the solution? 

I. Is there a lack of motivation even within the home? 

I have before me a letter that appeared in the “Banner” of the Christian 

Reformed Church a short time ago. I read this because it may very well be symptomatic of an 

evil that like a destructive little fox has crept into our homes. 

This woman writes: 

“What is a reasonable amount of time for a family to spend together? My husband is out 

three to six nights a week playing golf or baseball, rehearsing and/or performing in the 

church choir and a community choir, attending consistorial meetings, and so on. We have 

two preschoolers, and the constant care of attending them is depressing me. I am also 

becoming very critical of my husband. My husband works from eight to five. He is home 

on Sundays, but sings in the choir twice and sleeps all afternoon. 

“I feel so resentful that he is gone so much. I have tried to discuss with him my feelings 

of resentment, but it hasn’t brought about any change in our seven years of marriage. He 

was 28 years of age and I was 25 when we married. Could his lifestyle be set in a pattern 

that is hard to change? Before we had children I taught, but now my joy is centered about 

my home. I do try to involve myself in plenty of activities. Am I being selfish asking him 

to spend more time with us?” Signed, A lonely wife. 

One can read between the lines that this marriage is not exactly a happy one. You can 

imagine that the father argues that everything he does is perfectly proper and legitimate. Does his 

wife want to take away all his pleasure and relaxation? Yet the wife is unhappy. She feels that 

she also has a certain claim to her husband, which he seems to ignore. I wonder if there are any 

wives here who voice the same complaint. 

One thing is quite obvious. This particular father does little or nothing toward the training 

of the children in the home. He leaves that entirely to his wife. In a situation like that, family 

devotions are often slighted or forgotten. The family is never together at one time. The children 

grow up to seek their own interests, so that the home becomes a veritable hotel where the 

individuals stop in a moment at the restaurant, seek a night’s lodging, but then are gone again. In 

that case, the father certainly is not a good steward of the talents entrusted to him, of which he 

must give account in the great Day of days. For surely our family, our wife and children, are a 

part of the responsibility that we have before God, a responsibility which we dare not ignore, and 

cannot with impunity. 

Another complaint about fathers is that they show very little interest in their own spiritual 

development. One minister writes, 

“It is my impression, by and large, that the women of our churches (CRC) still 



engage in serious Bible study, but that the group of men who are really applying 

themselves to the study of the Bible and the Confessions is getting smaller. The 

teaching function is often left to the female members. The men are too busy. It 

will appear to their sons that they are engaged in more manly pursuits than the 

ladies who study their Bibles. Pray and work that this trend may be checked in 

time!’’ (Rev. Kuyvenhover “Covenant Keeping in the Church’’"Banner," 

Christian Reformed Church) 

It cannot be denied that even in our churches the ladies societies have far more members 

and are far better attended than the men’s societies. Of course, our men will say, "But I have an 

obligation at home also.’’ How true that is. But how essential in fulfilling our obligation in our 

homes that we keep up in the study of the Scriptures and are active in the communion of saints. 

Other things may have to be eliminated from our schedule, but it becomes a question of true 

spiritual values. 

I turn my attention now to another little fox that watches for its prey in our homes. There 

is an old adage that says, “The hand that rocks the cradle is the hand that rules the world.’’ 

Mothers have a tremendous influence upon their children. I think of Hannah, the mother of 

Samuel, of Naomi and her daughter-in-law Ruth, or Elizabeth and her son John the Baptist, or 

Lois and Eunice and Timothy, and also many more. What would these children have been if the 

Lord had not provided for them the kind of mother they had? Mothers have the rare privilege, not 

only of bringing children into the world, but also of loving them, caring for them, instructing 

them, and leading them with their sage advice, always as assistants to their husbands. Many of us 

here are grateful to God for the pious, godly mothers the Lord gave us. How little do those 

mothers realize what a powerful influence they have been upon our lives. What a power they 

have been in the church. Will your children say the same of you? 

Mothers are often frustrated by the four walls that imprison them. They grow so weary of 

those same old dishes, those same floors to scrub, that same house to keep clean, those same 

meals to prepare, those same kids to take care of. For reasons, too many to mention, mothers 

seek their interests outside the home. No, there are not so many who follow the example of 

Phebe, whom Paul recommends to the church at Rome as one who has succored, that is, helped 

many, even the apostle himself. Too many in our day go out to work, either full time or during 

school hours. Many are engaged in other activities that take them away from the home. Often the 

result is that when the children are home, these mothers are too busy with the household chores 

or too tired to be bothered by the children. Children are told to shift for themselves, entertain 

themselves at the TV set, or at least get out of the way. 

What is often forgotten is that the first five years of a child’s life is a crucial time. These 

are the formative years. Psychologists tell us that eighty percent of the child’s learning ability is 

attained during those first five years. The child’s knowledge, emotional stability, and attitude 

towards God and life in general are largely determined by the influence of the mother, or anyone 

who spends the largest amount of time with the child. Personally, I cannot imagine a mother 

willing to give a babysitter or anyone else the privilege of giving her baby a bath in the morning, 

watching it grow, seeing it smile, sit up, take its first step, display its first tooth, or all those 

thousands of things that make a child so precious to mother’s heart. It seems to me that, if 

nothing else, the mother’s love for her child would impel her to feel deeply responsible for all the 

needs of the child. Working mothers, or mothers who spend a lot of time away from home, 

cannot possibly fulfill their calling over against their children. For what applies to little children, 

who need mother’s care, applies even more to children of school age, and especially teenagers. 



Maybe I should also say a word about wives in this connection. Women often have a 

legitimate complaint that their husbands forget all about them, but husbands sometimes have the 

same complaint. Marriage is too often just taken for granted. Husbands are the bread winners. 

Theirs is the responsibility to take care of all the extra chores when they are at home. Wives are 

too tired to be ready to share their lives with their husbands. Too often they grow apart, a barrier 

arises between them that is never completely removed. Have you stopped to think, that as you 

wives treat your husbands, your daughters will likely also treat their husbands some day? 

Intimate love between Dad and Mom reflects itself in the children. 

In what way does that little fox creep in upon our children? Especially children of school 

age can become quite a problem. The authority of the home seems to be taken away and 

transferred to the child’s peers in the school. Johnie doesn’t have to eat his lunch at school, so I 

don’t either. Mary wore this and that to school. I have to wear the same or the other children will 

make fun of me. Parents at home find themselves under the dictates of other children, other 

mothers who allow their children to do so many things that really should be taboo. 

Then again, children are show-offs. They want attention. Teachers will often remark that 

each class has its own peculiar earmarks, and these earmarks are generally set by certain children 

who set the keynote for the entire class. Often the wrong children will take the lead. Some will 

deliberately take God’s Name in vain. Some will use vile language or draw obscene pictures. It is 

almost a wonder that God in heaven puts up with some of the bad things that go on even in our 

schools. Children are mocked, sneered at, made fun of, teased and plagued no end, just because a 

certain “show-off’ wants to show his superiority to some innocent victim. I know, this has 

always been the case, but it is growing worse. And even the fact, that maybe you did things like 

that in times past does not justify our children doing them today. Children will cheat in tests, will 

speak disrespectfully of their teachers, and defy their authority. All of which evidences itself in a 

lack of proper motivation in the classroom, reflecting a bad influence in the home. 

II. What is the Cause of such a Lack of Motivation? 

First of all, it should be mentioned that there is among us a certain complacency, lack of 

enthusiasm, lack of zeal for the things of God’s kingdom. What evidences do I have for that? 

First, our poor attendance at public meetings, such as school society meetings, men’s societies, 

ladies societies, even young people’s societies are poorly attended, and no one, just no one cares 

to take part in the program, while very few prepare for the Bible discussion. It actually makes 

one weep to see this growing apathy taking over in our churches. One is reminded of the church 

at Ephesus, mentioned in the Book of Revelation, the church that lost her first love. No, her chief 

fault was not merely that there was no longer the excitement, the enthusiasm that characterizes a 

newly organized church. Her fault was that she was gradually failing to manifest the love of God. 

Apathy and complacency lie rooted in a lack of spiritual sensitivity. Our people, in many 

instances do not hesitate to miss a service on Sunday; they go on vacation over weekends, they 

make trips here and there, while they seem to have no qualms of conscience whatever about the 

fact that their place is empty, and that they are not under the preaching of the Word in their own 

church. What kind of influence are we having on our children, who likely will go a step or two 

farther than we do? Besides, I wonder how many of our families have family devotions together 

every day, with all the members of the family present. I know that this is extremely difficult in a 

large family. But how much of this is not deliberate, so that it really could be avoided, that 

different ones fail to come home for meals, or grab a bite to eat and are off again? How much 

influence does our business, do sports, does entertainment by TV have upon our spiritual life, 

especially on our lack of spiritual sensitivity? 



A second evil that has crept in upon us is the lack of respect for authority. The world 

today mocks with authority. Young teenagers of the world openly admit that they are having 

sexual relationships outside of marriage, even with different companions; but anyone who dares 

to tell 

them that this is wrong is out of his mind. They want to know how to keep out of trouble, but the 

answer is not keep away from evil. They want to sin with impunity, and they are going to do all 

in their power to carry out their evil desires. But how about us parents in Christian homes? What 

kind of example do we give over against authorities? Do we speak disparagingly of the President 

of the U.S., in the presence of our children? I know, he is by no means Christian in carrying out 

his office, and this may be pointed out also; but do we speak of him as “Jimmy”, as the man next 

door, rather than as the man whom God has placed in authority over us? How about when we are 

driving the car with the children present? Do we have some bad words to say about that stop 

light that is holding us up, or the truck that prevents us from passing, or the school bus that stops 

every so often, even though we are in a great hurry? Do we stay within the speed limit, or do we 

show our children that we, too, defy authority? And then, do we wonder why our children fail to 

show proper respect, honor and obedience? 

A third evil is the wrong sense of values. O, we all know the Scriptures. We have been 

reminded time and again that we must seek first the kingdom of God and its righteousness, and 

all other things will be added unto us. But when it comes to applying that truth to life, we find all 

kinds of excuses. All of us have our obligations, our church budget, our school tuition, but also 

bills that increase with the constant rise of prices. We really consider ourselves quite poor. Some 

years ago, I made the remark that as long as we have more than one pair of shoes, one suit of 

clothes, one overcoat, one good dress, one automobile, we can consider ourselves rich. Today we 

would laugh at that. We need so much more today than ever before. It costs us so much to live 

today; far more than years ago. But why? Simply because our standard of living has changed, our 

values have changed. We want to live almost like millionaires. This influences our children. I 

often stand aghast. You ask a child if he wants a cookie, and he asks you, “what kind is it?” He 

will probably even turn up his nose in scorn. Even our children want luxuries, and get them. So 

that self-discipline has gone out of the window. We fail to discipline ourselves we fail to put the 

real value to life, and we teach our children the same. 

III. Where lies the solution?  

  How do we get rid of these little foxes that destroy the vine, that destroy ourselves, and 

therefore our homes, and ultimately our churches? 

Rule number 1 is, we all without exception must learn to pray. I do not mean this in a 

general way, although it is always true that the request of the disciples to Jesus: “Teach us to 

pray”, must also be our daily desire. What I mean is, that we must learn to pray EVEN as our 

Lord taught us to pray. The first petition of the model prayer, “Hallowed be Thy Name”, must 

also be our first and chief petition in all our prayers. After all, we are friend-servants of the living 

God, according to our own confession. We are stewards in God’s house, who profess; I am not 

my own, but belong to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. That means as David expresses it, “I have 

the Lord always before me; He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.” It means that we seek 

first the kingdom of God and its righteousness. GOD comes first in our lives; not that BIG I. We 

live out of God, through God, but also onto Him. How different your life will be, and my life, if 

we bring that ever more into practice. Then not material things, prosperity, sports, fun are 

foremost in our minds, but God, His Christ, His glory. Then follows quite naturally, that we also 

pray: “Thy Kingdom come”. We live and we want to live ever more completely as citizens of the 



kingdom of heaven, minding the things above where Christ is, and not the things below. 

That makes us a good example to our children. After all our actions speak much louder 

than our words. Children are sharp; they detect deception at once. They want honesty. They want 

you to be an example to them. If your life is not in harmony with your admonitions, then your 

admonitions mean nothing. They run off from your children like water from a duck. 

Moreover, if we have learned the first two petitions, and have begun to apply them to our 

lives, we also learn to say: “Thy will be done.” This brings us to Rule number 2. We must learn 

the Ten Commandments. The basic principle of those commandments is: “Love Me” God is not 

satisfied with a part of our goods, a part of our lives—say our church attendance and paying our 

budget and tuition. Many people seem to think that attending church, daily prayers, reading the 

Bible on occasion gives them a passport to heaven. Nothing doing! Christ warns, Many shall say 

in that day, “Lord have I not prophesied in thy name, and done many wonderful works?” And the 

Lord will answer, “I never knew you.” “I never saw anything of all that.” No, the Lord requires 

that we love Him with our whole being and with all our possessions, home, and family, and 

friends, and all. That requires self-discipline. And self-discipline is the daily prayer, that the 

thoughts of our hearts, the words of our mouth, and all our deeds may be pleasing to God. Then 

there remains no excuse for sin. 

Rule number 3, we must teach our children the same thing. We must teach our children 

self-discipline. All the scolding talking, spanking in the world mean nothing if we do not teach 

our children self-discipline. CHILDREN ARE NOT “piggie banks”, as so many seem to think. 

They think a child can do anything he wants, only when he matures and gets married then he 

must settle down and benefit from what he learned as a child. There is no more deceptive error 

than that. We must teach our children self-discipline even as children. When do we start? When 

they are ten years old? That is much too late. When they are five years old? That, too, is far too 

late. When they are one year old? No, too late. We must begin teaching self-discipline as soon as 

they are born! Never lose sight of that. Anytime later is too late. A child soon reveals his 

depraved nature. Nip it in the bud. A very small child gets fussy about what he eats; wants 

candy, cookies, and more candy, and more cookies. That is the time to teach the child to 

discipline his lusts. A father of a large family of boys saw that his boys were indulging in many 

evils. On family visitation he complained, “But I can’t take them by the hand anymore.” The 

trouble was that when he could have taken them by the hand, he was too concerned about his 

farm to discipline his children properly. Of course, when a child becomes a teenager, it is far too 

late to warn him against the evils of sexual lust. That warning should have begun when the first 

evidences of sinful lust reveal themselves. IT MUST NEVER BE LEFT UP TO THE CHILD 

TO DECIDE RIGHT OR WRONG. You do not let him decide whether he should go to school or 

not. You tell him when it is time for him to go to bed. You tell him when he must get up. You 

tell him what he must wear, what he must eat, etc. We must also lay down the rules for his 

spiritual walk in life. It must not be left to his discretion whether he will obey his teacher or not, 

whether he will study or not, whether he will do his homework or not. He must obey the rules 

and regulations of the home as long as he is in the home. Then the question never arises, “Shall I 

go to movies, shall I smoke pot, shall I engage in sex outside of marriage, or cheat in my tests, or 

lie to my teacher and parents?’’ They say with Joseph, “How can I do this great wickedness, and 

sin against God? These questions are all answered in advance by a good conscience before God. 

That is proper self-discipline. Yes, we must learn to pray. We must teach our children to pray. 

We must say in word and deed, so that our children learn to repeat it after us: Our Father, which 

art in heaven, Thou lovest me, therefore I love Thee. Thy will be done. Teach me Thy will, O 



Lord, from a clean and perfect heart! May God grant that to each of us. 
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