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Our text is taken from Hebrews 12:22 & 24, where we treat the theme, God’s Covenant, 

and deal with the proposition that God’s Covenant According to Scripture is a Relation of 

Friendship, Not a Conditional Contract. 

Our text read, in Hebrews 12:22, 24, “But ye are come,’’ or more literally, “ye have 

come...to Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant.’’ It’s plain from these words that the Bible 

does teach such a thing as a covenant. As might be expected, Jesus Himself, the Mediator of the 

Covenant, taught covenant doctrine. Instituting the Lord’s Supper, He took the cup, saying, “This 

cup is the new testament (or covenant) in My blood, which is shed for you’’ (Luke 22:20). Now 

the covenant idea is not new, for it goes back to Noah and the covenant God made with him and 

his seed, a covenant which was an everlasting covenant, so that it is still in force. Noah himself 

reveals that the covenant is, fundamentally, a relation of friendship, for Noah walked with God. 

Walking with someone is an act of fellowship and friendship. Noah also found grace in God’s 

sight. Then it is a covenant of grace. Even back at the beginning of time, God shed the blood of 

the covenant to clothe Adam and Eve with coats of skins. “By faith Abel offered a more 

excellent sacrifice than Cain” (Hebrews 11:4), because Abel’s sacrifice also was a foregleam of 

the blood of the covenant. The very first promise God made implies the covenant of friendship: 

“I will put enmity between thee (Satan) and the woman; between thy seed (Satan’s brood) and 

her seed (Christ); He (Christ) shall bruise thy head (Satan’s), and thou (Satan) shalt bruise His 

(Christ’s) heel” (Genesis 3:15). Enmity against the wicked one implies friendship existing 

between God and His children. Also this covenant of friendship is suggested by man’s actually 

dwelling with God in the garden of Paradise (Genesis 2:15). But was there really a covenant, 

right from the beginning? From Hosea 6:7 we know that there was. We read there that Ephraim 

and Judah “like men have transgressed the covenant”. The word men in the original language is 

Adam. Hosea then states that the whole nation of Israel transgressed God’s covenant, as Adam 

had. So Adam was in covenant relation to God. The coats of skins, with which God clothed him, 

show that the blood of the covenant was shed for him. Then the covenant was, from the 

beginning. It always was, is now in the new covenant, and always will be in “the blood of the 

everlasting covenant” (Hebrews 13:20). 

The Bible says Jesus is the arbitrator of the covenant. Then the covenant is no mere by-

end. For Jesus is the Pilot, navigator and terminal toward which the covenant and all things tend. 

So the covenant is not a by-pass, nor a shunt-line, but the main line of history! The Bible is the 

Book of the Old and New Covenant (Hebrews 9:19-20). So then the covenant does not appear in 

a mere appendix to this Book. It is the very thought-structure, and weave-pattern of the Book. It 

is not merely a little finger, or even a thigh bone, but the backbone of the skeletal frame of the 

Christian Faith. It is the central controlling Christian principle. In Jesus’ expression, “the new 

covenant in My blood”, you have the main root of all truth. From that root all Scripture stems. 

Cut a branch from a tree, and you may still have a fine tree. Cut all branches off, and you would 

still have a living organism. Cut the trunk down to a stump, and the roots would shoot forth 

growth again. God had often cut the covenant tree down to a stump. Shem came from the stump 

of Seth. Isaac came from the dead stump of Abraham. Joseph espoused to Mary, came from the 

ground-level stump of King Zedekiah. Mary, as her Son, was a shoot from the stump of Jesse 

(Isaiah 11:1). But cut out the root, rip out the covenant idea, and the gospel would totally 



disappear from Scripture. From the Bible cut out the words covenant and testament and you no 

longer have the Bible, but an utterly different book! 

The Bible is not only spattered with covenant doctrine, but that is the main stream of 

Scripture. It’s not, our covenant-conception determines our view of Scripture. But Scripture 

determines our covenant view. There is one Lord, the Bible says, one faith, one baptism, one 

body, one gospel, one central Bible message, one righteousness, one hope, one promise, one 

covenant, one seed, one holy people, one church and one way of salvation. The old covenant was 

old in that the truth was administered outwardly, on tables of stone. The new covenant is the 

same old covenant, but now administered inwardly, written upon the tables of our hearts. What 

was the central sign in the Old Covenant? Washing-in the blood of the Lamb! What is the basic 

sign in the New Covenant? Washing in His blood! In the Bible, then, you see unity of promise, 

church and covenant! 

It’s very plain now that God’s covenant is no mere means to an end. How could an 
everlasting covenant be that? It’s the end itself that God had in mind from all eternity. God is 

from everlasting to everlasting and remembers His everlasting covenant forever (Psalm 111:9). 

It’s then not merely a way to salvation, but salvation itself. So Christ was given “for a covenant 

of the people”, the very salvation and “light of the Gentiles” (Isaiah 42:6). God’s covenant is no 

mere appendage to the Faith. 

God’s covenant is established entirely by Himself, not along with the co-operative effort 

of man. Not God and man, but God alone establishes His covenant. “I will establish My 

covenant” (Genesis 6:18), the Lord insists. “I will make an everlasting covenant of peace with 

you” (Isaiah 55:3). “I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel” (Jeremiah 31:31) God 

is covenant-Maker, Israel-covenant member. 

In Genesis 15 we have God establishing His everlasting covenant with Abraham and his 

spiritual seed, and “if ye be Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed” (Galatians 4:29). At God’s 

command Abraham offered a sacrifice with the pieces laid out in rows with a path between. But 

the Lord, under symbol of furnace and lamp, alone walked between the pieces of the sacrifice. 

When two men made a covenant with each other, both would walk between the pieces of the 

sacrifice, thus signifying, individually, May I be hacked in pieces, if I do not fulfill my part in the 

covenant. In God’s covenant, this responsibility He takes on Himself, as much as to say, If you 

fail your part in the covenant, I will die for you. My covenant shall stand. For God initiates, 

institutes, realizes and maintains His covenant in the death of His Son. Further proof that the 

covenant is unilateral (one-sided) we have in “the blood of the covenant”. There is no mutual 

blood-shedding. It is all the blood of God! Entering the covenant means we are brought over to 

God’s side. 

Now we may take up the question, “With whom is the covenant made?” Some think it is 

made with men, but not with Christ. He is simply the Mediator of the covenant and needs no 
salvation. He just sees to it that God’s purposes are fulfilled. No, the covenant is made with 

Christ, and through Him as covenant Head God ordained a people into fellowship with Himself. 

Twice God says, “I will give Thee (God’s elect Servant-Friend, the Messiah) for a covenant of 

the people” (Isaiah 42:6; 49:8). God also speaks of Him as the true Son of David, ‘‘I have made 

a covenant with My chosen” (Psalm 89:3). Christ is in and Head of the Covenant. So also are 

believers and their spiritual seed. God says of His elect New Testament Church, “I will make a 

New Covenant with” them, swearing, “I will be their God, and they shall be My people” 

(Jeremiah 31:31, 33). 

It is plain that Scripture teaches that God alone established His covenant. He commanded 



it forever. He makes it, gives it, confirms it, remembers it. He does not offer it, but declares it, 

keeps it, and brings His eternally loved people into the bond of the covenant (Ezekiel 20:37). It is 

called not only the everlasting covenant, but the brotherly covenant, a better covenant, the 

covenant of My peace, a covenant of peace My covenant of peace, the covenant of thy fathers, 

the covenant of the Lord, the covenant of God and the New Covenant. 

What is the Christian’s part in the covenant? It is that we trust in the one triune God. For 

it is necessary to exercise faith in Him, not to enter the covenant, but to live covenant life. The 

life of faith is lived because faith is the gift of God, is bestowed upon and created in us, thus 

rendering us capable of believing. Faith, too, is called for, as we are admonished and obligated to 

trust in the Lord with all our hearts. This we do in the use of His own gift. By faith we walk in a 

new and holy life. So doing we reveal the mark of a Christian. Without that mark of a holy life 

there is no Christian. Covenant people are a holy people. Amen. 

Heavenly Father, through the blood of the everlasting covenant makes us perfect in every 

good work to do Thy will, working in us that which is pleasing in Thy sight, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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