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In our discussion, we may not ignore those who never leave Father and Mother to enter 

the marriage state. Therefore, we devote this article to those who remain single all their lives, not 

because they need commiseration, but because I am convinced that they also have a special place 

and calling in God’s church. 

As we may expect, Scripture gives us guidelines in regard to single persons. Paul speaks 

rather extensively about them in the seventh chapter of I Corinthians. Evidently, the church at 

Corinth had written Paul about certain problems in the church. Among these was the question 

whether it was proper that single people remained in the single state. Paul proceeds to answer the 

question, immediately impressing upon the congregation at Corinth that there is nothing wrong 

with a person remaining single. He even declares that it is good, morally excellent for a man not 

to touch a woman, that is, to remain unmarried. Although it is the general rule in the world, and 

also in the church, that a man or woman marries, this does not mean that it is obligatory. In verse 

seven of this chapter, Paul states that he would that all men were even as himself, that is, 

unmarried. He repeats in verse twenty-six that it is good for a man (or woman) to remain single, 

and he adds in verse twenty-seven, "Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou 

loosed from a wife? seek not a wife.” At the conclusion of the chapter, he mentions that a woman 

is happier if she does not marry. 

At first glance, these passages from I Corinthians seven seem to be in conflict with the 

rest of the Scriptures. Paul states: 

"It is good for a man not to touch a woman." 

Genesis 2:18 teaches us: 

“It is not good that man should be alone.” 

The contradiction is, however, more imaginary than real. If Paul were to advocate 

celibacy, or to teach that a single life is holier or more pleasing to God than married life, he 

would be in conflict with the Scriptures and with his own writings. The apostle always maintains 

that marriage is honorable to all and the bed undefiled. (As taught in Hebrews 13:4.) Paul 

presents the marriage of believers as a picture of Christ and His Church. (Eph. 5:32) But Paul 

does say that there are definite advantages for those who do not enter the marriage state. On the 

one hand, married persons are liable to involve themselves so much in their families, that the 

kingdom of heaven does not receive its due. Paul also saw days of persecution approaching for 

the church at Corinth, so that those who were not bound by marriage should not involve 

themselves lest the burden of persecution be made heavier by the duties of a family. The apostle 

speaks of being happier in the single state, primarily with single-minded dedication toward the 

kingdom of heaven in mind, not denigrating the role of marriage as a covenant responsibility. 

Scripture considers the role of the single person in the church unique and vital. Let us 

consider the instruction Jesus gives us in Matthew 19:12, where He says, “For there are some 

eunuchs, which were born from their mother’s womb; and there are some eunuchs, which were 

made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the 

kingdom of heaven’s sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it.” 

A eunuch, according to the definition in the dictionary, is a castrated male. This may be 

taken literally, referring to someone who was emasculated by some master or lord, or someone 

who was self-mutilated. Kings in the old dispensation would sometimes make their servants 



eunuchs to prevent any problems with their sexual drive. This was especially true in the case of 

officers in the army or with chamberlains who worked in the harems. The word eunuch, 

therefore, can refer to a servant or slave in the general sense of the word, or can also refer to a 

chamberlain. The law of Moses forbad anyone who was thus mutilated to serve in the temple 

(Leviticus 21:16ff), or even to attend the public worship (Deuteronomy 23:1). The very idea of 

such emasculation was completely abominable to God and to true Israel. In Jesus’ day, eunuchs 

were still known, even as we read of the Ethiopian eunuch in the Book of Acts. Figuratively, 

there are those who have such complete mastery of their sexual desires that they are not 

interested in marriage for themselves. 

Jesus mentions three possibilities. There are eunuchs who are born with a natural restraint 

to sexual impulses. There are also those eunuchs who are forced to remain single by the 

attendant circumstances of life, or who choose to remain as single persons for their own personal 

reasons. Finally, there are eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. I want to say a few 

words about each of these. 

We are all aware of the fact that there are people who, because of some physical 

handicap, or for some other reason simply cannot marry. They may be born with the natural gift 

of continence, the sexual urge in them being never very strong. Evidently God does not intend 

that these should marry. They certainly should not marry for ulterior motives. 

In a woman, the ulterior desire to marry may be triggered by a desire to have a home of 

her own, to have someone support her, to have a male companion, to name but a few. If, for 

example, a woman hates housework, hates to be bothered with children hanging on her skirts, 

hates the cares and worries of a family, but on the other hand, likes to have her own career, likes 

to live her own life: that woman should not marry under any circumstance. She should make up 

her mind that she was brought into this world, not to marry, but to use her gifts and talents in 

some other way. 

This holds true for a man also. In a man, the ulterior desire to marry may be triggered by 

the need to have a home, to fit in with his friends, to be cared for by a woman. Yet he, too, may 

be totally unsuited for the rigors of marriage and family. A man may not be suited for the nurture 

of children, may not be able to become family-oriented. He should give prayerful consideration 

to the use of his talents in another way, and should not marry simply to follow the crowd. 

Those who marry for ulterior motives, and not because they are suited for marriage, can 

only made life miserable for themselves, their mates, and for the children they may receive. 

Jesus speaks of a second group, who either through attendant circumstances, or by their 

own choice, do not marry. There was a time when anything related to sex was considered filthy, 

whether among the single or the married. People thought that the only reason that the Bible gives 

for marriage is to prevent fornication, (see, for example, I Corinthians 7:2) They never read that 

marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled. (Hebrews 13:4) Nor did they understand 

that Scripture speaks of a holy marriage state. They spoke behind their hands about married 

people, hid themselves with shame when they were pregnant, and often with a false sense of 

decency would avoid discussing sex openly with anyone, unless they did so in a contemptuous 

manner. These people, if they did marry, often made their marriages most unhappy because of 

their perverted view of the holy institution which God Himself introduced into our lives already 

in the state of righteousness in paradise. 

Then there are young men, and likely also young women, who for their own selfish 

reasons either never marry or postpone marriage as long as possible. Often these single persons 

have a good job, they make good money, and they enjoy spending their time and money on 



sports and pleasures for their selfish interests. They can afford to buy themselves a nice car, go 

on vacations, indulge in all kinds of luxuries, and live a care-free life of self-indulgence. They 

look with a bit of disgust upon their former friends who are struggling to support a family, walk 

the floor at night with a baby on their arm, and appear to be most miserable with a ball and chain 

that keeps them home. These single folk should remember that they are wasting important years 

of their lives, stealing the time and talents God has entrusted to them for their selfish ambitions, 

while they should be devoting themselves as good stewards in God’s House to the things of 

God’s kingdom. Too often they forget, or ignore, their covenant obligation. Unless they are 

celibate to the glory of God, to better function for His kingdom, they are covenantly bound to 

marry and give birth to the Church of God. Too often this covenant duty is forgotten, not 

prayerfully considered, buried under selfish desires. Let these young men and women bear in 

mind that in the great day of days they must give account of what they have done with these 

important years of their lives, when they should have been preparing themselves for more useful 

duties in God's church. 

Young people who put off marriage because they are enjoying themselves too much in 

their care-free way of life are also a bad example for younger brothers and sisters, as well as for 

younger members of the church. You can see young boys looking green-eyed with envy and 

admiration at the brand-new sports car or the new boat of the single man. You can recognize the 

yearning of young girls to first have their fling before they settle down to the serious business of 

speaking their marriage vows. 

Worse, some of these young men, instead of living like bachelors, like to take out girls 

without becoming too “serious” with them. It seems to appeal to them to have a different girl for 

every occasion. No doubt, this often becomes more than just an evening out. These young men 

may even expect from each girl a certain amount of necking, whispers of love, or more, while 

real caring for the girl is farthest from their minds. 

There are girls also, who merely use men to flatter their pride and to satisfy their carnal 

desires. These people are definitely hurting themselves. Peter speaks of carnal lusts, “which war 

against the soul”. (I Peter 2:11) These carnal lusts are like a well-trained army that makes its 

assault upon the soul, depriving us of our spiritual sensitivity, forcing our conscience into 

silence, drawing us ever farther into the snares and allurements of sin. These young people are 

also playing havoc with their innocent victims, who may take them seriously, not realizing that 

they are pawns, to be thrown away like an old shoe when the fun is over. Many a heart has been 

broken, many a life irreparably damaged by the flighty fancy of these selfishly thoughtless young 

people. Remember, as brothers and sisters in Christ, we are bound before God to care for and 

nurture one another, both spiritually and physically. When we treat one another in such a careless 

way, we are an abomination to the Lord. 

A word of warning fits in here quite nicely. There are some boys, but there are 

particularly girls, who are so haunted by the specter of remaining single, that they will throw 

themselves at most anyone who is available. There are people who make no secret that they rue 

the day that they plunged into marriage is so permanent. A life time is a long time to grieve with 

a wrong mate. Married life at best has its problems. Our Marriage Form begins with the 

statement that "married people are generally, by reason of sin, subject to many troubles and 

afflictions." That is so much worse in a marriage where the partners are not suitably mated. What 

fools people can be to deliberately rush into a lifelong misery, and that to avoid being unwanted, 

or thought undesirable. I don’t know why, but in all the years of my ministry I have seen 

attractive, intelligent girls (and boys) passed by within the church only because the grass looked 



greener on the other side. As some of the young men once said to me: “We can't marry the girls 

in our own church, we know them too well. They’re like sisters." Yet some of them did, and 

were happy as a result of it. The point I want to make is this: Young men, young women, don’t 

ruin your lives by plunging into an unhappy marriage. Especially, do not marry outside of the 

church. If you begin marriage as truly one in the Lord, any difficulties ahead are manageable. Do 

not risk the joy, the serenity of the Church of God merely for a band of gold. There are worse 

things than remaining single all your life. 

There is still a third group, of which Christ says, that they have made themselves eunuchs 

for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. This should not be taken in the literal sense, as if Jesus 

were to advocate self-mutilation. There is a more excellent way for the sincere child of God to 

suppress and gain mastery over his sexual desires. All may not be able to attain this; let them 

marry. But it is possible for men and women to control their natural instincts as if they were 

sexless. The victory they attain by their self-restraint is far more valuable to them than a 

negative, feeling-less situation created by emasculation. Jesus speaks of making themselves 

eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven. They become so absorbed in their work that they neither 

have the time nor the desire to give themselves to marriage. Jesus Himself was a perfect picture 

of becoming so engrossed in the work entrusted to Him, that in the closing hours of His life He 

could say, “I have glorified thee on the earth; I have finished the work thou gavest me to do.” 

(John 17:4) Elijah in the old dispensation and Paul in the new are examples of complete devotion 

to the things of God’s kingdom, so that these men had no desire to marry. In I Corinthians 9:5, 

Paul states that he had as much right to have a wife as any of the other apostles, yet that 

evidently was not his desire. 

This peculiar position of remaining single for the sake of the kingdom of heaven may not 

have been a matter of choice with some men and women. Many single persons, particularly 

women, simply did not have the opportunity to get married when they were younger. Even 

though they would gladly have had a boyfriend, for some reason or another, this privilege never 

came to them. They may even have prayed that the Lord would lead them to a life mate of His 

choosing, only to discover that the Lord had not planned a mate for them. Rather than becoming 

bitter, or sour on life, these young women sought to use their gifts and talents in the church. We 

are thankful for them, especially for those who have become devoted teachers of our covenant 

children. They will undoubtedly realize, especially when they stand before the great white 

throne, that they served God's cause and kingdom better this way than in any other. 

Often the men and women bachelors feel left out. They are too old to associate with the 

young people of the church. They cannot join the Mr. and Mrs. societies. They are not invited to 

affairs involving married couples. In fact, they often feel themselves looked down on by the 

married people, as if they belong to the unwanted. This is not right, and is an injustice that 

the married do well avoid. We must all see the providence of God in keeping some people single. 

God has His own purpose with each of us. He knows how we can best use our life, our health 

and strength, our gifts and talents to His glory. For each one of us is God’s workmanship, God's 

carefully formed masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus unto those good works which God has 

before ordained that we should walk in them. By all means let all of our single saints be thankful 

to the Lord for Hs benefits, living a full and rich life in the fear of the Lord 
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