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“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Galatians 6:14 

On Good Friday, we commemorate again in a special way the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Indeed it is fitting that Christian young people should set aside a day for such special 

celebration of this great wonder of salvation. The cross of Christ is the source and foundation of 

all our salvation. On the cross, our Lord Jesus Christ gave Himself in perfect love that we might 

have life everlasting. There are many perspectives from which we can meditate upon the wonder 

of the cross. The Beacon Lights staff asked me to consider in my article a positive attitude 

toward the cross of Christ Jesus, the truth that we celebrate on Good Friday. After giving this 

some thought, I remembered the beautiful verse from Galatians 6. In this verse, the apostle Paul 

speaks of the cross as the sole object of His glorying. 

If you would search the epistles of Paul, you would find some of the most beautiful 

verses in the whole Bible about the cross of Christ Jesus. In this same epistle to the Galatians, we 

find in chapter 2:20, "I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live, yet not I but Christ liveth in 

me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me, 

and gave Himself for me." In another letter, I Corinthians 2:2, Paul writes, "For I am determined 

to know nothing among you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” 

It is a confession of faith that Paul makes in the passage which we quoted above, a 

personal confession of faith. It is a resolve for all of his life. And indeed it is a firm resolve. God 

forbid, he says, that I should glory in anything else save in the cross of Christ Jesus. 

Men love to boast in themselves. This is their sinful corrupt nature. They love to pretend 

that they are something when they are nothing. They take great pleasure in being highly regarded 

among men. Therefore, they exalt their own virtues and greatness before men. They love to 

speak of their own lineage and high breeding, their own distinctions that make them greater than 

other men. Ultimately, man glories in himself, boasts in his own worth and merit even with God 

and even over against and above God. It was the desire to be like God that was the awful sin of 

our first parents in Paradise. 

In Galatians 6, Paul speaks against all such boasters in themselves. There were those in 

the church of Galatia who boasted particularly in the law of the Old Testament. They boasted in 

that they were circumcised and sought even to force the Gentiles in the church to submit to 

circumcision. They boasted that their circumcision alone placed them in a position of favor with 

God. They boasted that their own observance of the law merited righteousness for them with 

God. Many are there in our day who are such boasters, who boast in their own righteousness and 

their own good works, their own station and position before God because of who and what they 

themselves are. These boast in order that they may have glory of men. 

Paul severely condemns all such boasting in self. In another place, Philippians 3. Paul 

says that he above all had reason to boast in the flesh if indeed there was to be such boasting. 

"Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of 

Hebrews: as touching the law a Pharisee: concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 

righteousness which is in the law, blameless." Yet in considering all of these, he says they are 

but dung in comparison to the excellencies of Christ. 

As for Paul, he will glory only in the cross. Indeed, the cross excludes all room for 

boasting in self. The cross is a devastating condemnation of man the sinner before God. It is a 



demonstration that my sins were so great in the sight of God, that it was necessary for God to 

send His only beloved Son into human flesh to be taken by wicked hands and crucified and slain. 

My sins were so great that there was no other atonement that could be made before a just and 

holy God than the sacrifice of His own Son. The cross speaks very loudly of the awfulness of my 

sin and leaves me absolutely any ground for boasting in the sight of God. The natural man hates 

that and therefore he hates the cross. But the Christian can only glory in the cross. He knows that 

to glory in himself is to deny the glory of the cross. He knows that he can and may do nothing 

else than glory in the cross. 

To glory in the cross is, of course, absurd for the natural man. To the natural man the 

cross is contemptable, it is a reproach. It is a stumbling block to the Jew and foolishness to the 

Greek, as Paul states in the first chapter of I Corinthians. It is because the world so hated the 

Christ, the Son of God, that they crucified Him. The cross was in fact a revelation of the utter 

contempt and hatred that the world has for the Christ. The pious self-righteous Jew and all self-

righteous men stumble at the cross because they see no need at all for a crucified savior and 

redeemed. How then can the crown possible be the reason for glorying? 

Yet as for me, Paul says, I will glory alone in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. I will 

glory in nothing else but the cross alone. And that is the confession of the Christian. That must 

be your and my confession. Notice how beautifully Paul uses here the full name of our Savior, 

our Lord Jesus Christ. I glory in the cross exactly because that cross is the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, He to whom I belong from eternity, who is my Lord. He who is the revelation of 

Jehovah's salvation for me. He who is God ordained and anointed to be my chief prophet, only 

high priest and eternal king. It is through the cross that Jesus becomes my Lord Jesus Christ, and 

therefore I glory in that cross. 

But what exactly does it mean to glory in the cross? To glory in the cross involves a deep 

spiritual understanding of the great glory of the cross. It involves an understanding that I am 

nothing in myself, that all that I am and all that I shall be is because of the cross. It means that I 

know that my position before God is determined only on the basis of the cross. It means that I 

look for and expect all of the blessings of salvation and life everlasting from my Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ only because of His cross. To glory in the cross means that I exalt the cross before 

God in prayer and worship in thanksgiving to Him. To glory in the cross means that I daily kneel 

before it in confession of my sins in the faith that the cross has made atonement for them all. To 

glory in the cross means that I rejoice in it, that I find all my comfort and hope of salvation in it. 

To glory in the cross means that I boast about the wonderful accomplishments of the cross for 

me to my fellow saints. It means that I exalt the cross in all of my confession and life in the 

world as the foundation and source of my salvation. 

Why is it that I glory in the cross alone? Many indeed are the reasons. The cross is the 

revelation of God’s righteousness and holiness. In the cross, I see how wonderfully righteous and 

holy my God is. That He so hated my sin, that rather than let it go unpunished, He punished it in 

His holy wrath on the cross. 

The cross reveals unto me the wonderful love of my God and Father and my Lord Jesus 

Christ. Though I was a sinner and worthy only of wrath, and the enemy of God, yet God sent His 

only beloved Son. He gave for me the greatest of all imaginable gifts. So much did He love me 

that He gave His own beloved Son even to the awful and shameful death of the cross for me. 

And my Lord Jesus was willing to die that dreadful accursed death of the cross because He loved 

me even to the end. What amazing and wonderful love! 

Why is it that I glory in the cross alone? Because the cross is all my righteousness before 



God. I was a damn-worthy sinner having no righteousness before God. I was an enemy of the 

God of heaven and earth, even my Creator. I was worthy even of eternal wrath before the Holy 

and Just God. My Lord Jesus Christ went to the cross for me to make atonement for all my sin. 

On that cross, my Lord Jesus bore away all the curse and wrath of God against me. Through the 

cross, He made me perfectly righteous in the sight of God. Because of the cross, I am received as 

the friend of God into His wonderful favor and love. The cross has made me worthy of perfect 

and everlasting blessings from God. 

The cross is the power of my new life. I was dead in trespasses and sins, bound for 

eternal death. Though I was alive, I was in the midst of death, for I was separated from God and 

to live apart from God is death. Really, I had no life at all in me though I knew it not. My God in 

His wonderful grace united me unto my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And, therefore, I was with 

Jesus in that cross. My old sinful nature was put to death on that cross. I died with Christ Jesus 

on that cross. In that death, I was delivered from the bondage of corruption. I was crucified with 

Him that I might live with Him. And now I live, yet not I, but Christ lives in me because of that 

wonderful cross. Daily now I have life and strength because Jesus gives me that life and strength 

which He merited on the cross through His Spirit. 

Paul says in the last part of this verse 16 of Galatians 6, that through the cross I was 

crucified unto the world and the world unto me. Through the power of the cross, I am separated 

from the sinful wicked world in which I was born, which is bound for destruction. I am separated 

from it by crucifixion, that is, by such a separation there is enmity placed between me and the 

world. The world no longer has dominion over me and I have the victory over the world. 

That cross is not only my righteousness and salvation. It is the righteousness and 

salvation of all the company of His saints. The cross is the power and wisdom of God in the 

preaching, whereby all those whom God has chosen as His glorious church will be saved. 

What a glorious cross! How much more could be said of the glories of the cross. Shall I 

then glory in myself or in any other creature? "God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of 

our Lord Jesus Christ." 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 37 No 1 March 1978 

 


