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When this article is written, Christmas will have been six days ago and tomorrow will be 

New Year’s day. To tell you the truth, I would rather write about the birth of Jesus Christ than 

about some other topic, because now my thoughts are centered on the incarnation of our Lord. In 

March, D.V., you will be reading this article and next month will be Easter at which time we will 

center our thoughts on the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, we must 

decide upon a topic which falls in between Christmas and Easter. Taking you into consideration, 

nothing could be more appropriate than writing something that as young people we face daily, so 

that no matter what day of the year it is, we will be confronted with the task to center our 

thoughts on a particular truth. The truth is that we are to give ourselves to serve God with that 

zeal as we are bound. This truth becomes increasingly more important to us after we have made 

public confession of faith, but is also important to us in our younger years. 

To begin, the word zeal has many meanings. Basically, the word zeal means an eager 

interest and enthusiasm: ardent endeavor or devotion. A related word to the meaning of zeal 

would be the word resolution or resolute. Ardent endeavor means an intensely enthusiastic 

attempt or effort to accomplish something. Devotion means to dedicate, or give up or apply 

oneself or one's time to some purpose or person. Resolution means the act or process of having 

or showing a fixed, firm purpose; determined; unwavering. Zeal means therefore an intensely 

enthusiastic effort and a fixed, firm purpose to give ourselves to serve God. Simply put it means 

to keep the faith, to be faithful, to be obedient unto our calling. 

Today, we can have a zeal for many purposes. In fact, we show more enthusiasm and 

eagerness for purposes other than giving ourselves to serve God. We serve our golden calves 

more often than we serve our faithful covenant God, at times. We even try to serve both, thinking 

in our minds that we can do that foolish action. Who can fool the Almighty God? God, who 

knows the depths of our hearts, the thoughts and intensions of our mind, sees us as open books 

before His searching eyes. Sometimes, we are even overzealous for those other purposes. We 

lose sight of our real purpose in what we perform by becoming guided by too much zeal for these 

other purposes. We become blinded by the lie. Whether suddenly or gradually, we are 

overzealous for those other purposes when we fail to have fixed before our eyes the purpose of 

giving ourselves to serve God. Indeed, we must be zealous to strive with the weakness of our 

faith and the evil lusts of our flesh. Can we give up and say that it is no use anyway because I am 

still going to be zealous for those other purposes? No, not if you believe in the Word of God; not 

if you accept as truth the form for the administration of the Lord’s Supper and Baptism; not if 

you accept as truth the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession and the Canons of 

Dordrecht. All of these clearly show to us our purpose here on earth. That purpose is to serve 

God alone, for He is God. 

There is a beautiful truth to be seen. We know that our only purpose is to give ourselves 

to serve God with a zeal to bring glory to His name. In the first place, that means we are of 

God’s kingdom. Therefore, as members of His kingdom we are called by God to serve Him in 

some capacity which He has determined for us. No matter what that capacity is, our Lord Jesus 

uses us to fight Satan. That’s right, to fight Satan! I quote from H. H. Hoeksema’s book, Behold 

He Cometh, page 422, “We, as the covenant people, as being of God’s party in the midst of the 

world, fight the battle of Jehovah against the old serpent, the devil. There is magic joy in the very 



idea that the Lord will use us as instruments in His hand, nay, as His living people, to fight 

against the old dragon.” And no matter what that capacity is, we are bound to have a zeal in the 

quickening of the new man. That is as the Catechism puts it in Lord’s Day 33, Question and 

Answer 90, “It is a sincere joy of the heart in God, through Christ, and with love and delight to 

live according to the will of God in all good works.” 

But let us not forget the zeal in the mortification of the old man. Again I quote from the 

Catechism, Lords Day 33, Question and Answer 89. "It is a sincere sorrow of heart, that we have 

provoked God by our sins; and more and more to hate and flee from them.” We can see that our 

sincere sorrow of heart is the fruit of the work of God in our heart. He it is who causes us to 

mortify the flesh more and more by the spirit of prayer. He it is who enables us to press forward 

to the goal of perfection, till being at length delivered from this body of death, we are brought to 

reign with the Lamb of God in heaven. 

Therefore, we serve God with a zeal when we fight Satan, quicken the new man, and 

mortify the old man. Then we serve God according to His purpose and not ours. In fact, we 

actually hate to serve our golden calves when by God's grace we sincerely repent of our sins. 

Then all those other purposes fade away and we begin to see clearly before our mind and in our 

heart that our covenant God gives us a zeal for the cause of His kingdom. Onward to battle, 

onward Christian soldiers! 
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