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"And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.” Ruth 4:22 

This is a great time of the year while I am writing these few lines to you from my 

"Study”. It is the time, when, in a special way, we pause to consider the coming of the Son of 

God in the flesh, the Wonder of all wonders, than which there is none greater. Yes, it is a time, 

too, when somehow we think of the happiness of home and hearth, of spending a little time 

"home at Christmas". But the latter simply pales into nothingness when it lacks the heartbeat of 

that grand Word of God that "to us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government 

shall be upon His shoulders, and His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty 

God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) The wonder of the message of the 

Angel to the shepherds in the fields of Boaz, where Ruth garnered little barley with the reapers, 

on the wondrous night when the Christ was born, a Savior which is Christ the Lord. This is the 

good news to all the people, the congregation of God, both in the Old Testament and in the New 

Testament dispensation! It is, however, the good news which the Holy Spirit penned down also, 

and that, too, in a unique manner and emphasized in the Book of Ruth. 

Well may we ponder with believing and adoring hearts those last few Words that stand as 

a beacon light in the dark days of the “Judges” pointing more and more to the day when there 

will be a King in Israel. No more shall the doleful refrain be, "Now there was no king in Israel: 

every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” That is the judgement of the writer of the 

prophetic book of Judges. (Judges 21:25) The joy of the morning greets us in the last lines of 

Ruth 4:22. This was the faithful word of promise even “in the days when the judges ruled.” 

(Ruth 1:1) This you notice in the beginning of the Book of Ruth and compare the glad ending, 

which caused the women, the mothers in Bethlehem Ephratah lift up their voices in hope and joy 

of motherhood in Israel—the Israel of God which is “great with child"? (Rev. 12:1, 2) Hear them 

lift up their song, "Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman 

(Boaz) that his name may be famous in Israel. And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and 

a nourisher of thine old age: for thy daughter-in-law, which loveth thee is better to thee than 

seven sons, hath born him." 

Great is Ruth, the Moabitess in the annals of Israel. The birth, the coming of the Son of 

God in the flesh "was thus” in the three times fourteen generations of the holy genealogy. Ruth, a 

Moabitess. “Better than seven sons". (Matthew 1:1-18) 

Such light and joy in the midst of such darkness of sin and shame in Israeli! 

Yes, it did seem hopeless. The holy sons of Jacob-Pharez had left the land of Canaan, 

Bethlehem-Judah in a time of famine. Yes, it was not really the way of faith. But it was the secret 

counsel and will of God which overrules all things also here to "keep a great people alive.” It 

was God’s way of showing His great and wonderful faithfulness to His promise. When in all of 

Israel there was none, seemingly, that thought of God’s promise, then it was that we see that God 

remembers mercy, faithful to His own.  

God will bring a mother out of Moab, a daughter by incestuous Lot with his eldest 

daughter, conceived in drunkenness of sin and shame. She will be proclaimed better than seven 

sons. The Lord will change all of Naomi’s "bitterness” into sweetness. Her name will never more 

be Mara. The great dealing of the Almighty with her is not a matter really of “bitterness”. For 

now it will be evident that Boaz is the father of Obed, who is the father of Jesse, the father of 



David, the great King. 

It is the breaking of the dawn; it is the lifting up of the distant horizons. 

No, the Book of Ruth is not merely a beautiful "story”, a pastoral scene in Bethlehem’s 

barley fields, a romance at the threshing floor in that night under the stars of the “house of 

bread”; but it is the revelation of the coming of the Son of God. Yes, you must be enthralled by 

the simplicity and beauty of this all. But do not forget that such wondrous simplicity is only 

possible where Ruth confesses and ardently entreats Naomi to be allowed to accompany her to a 

land of another people, a people in the land of Israel, saying, “Intreat me not to leave thee, or to 

return from following after thee: for whither thou goest I will go; and where thou lodgest I will 

lodge; thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: Where thou diest I will die, and 

there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and 

me.” (Ruth 1:16, 17) When such faith dwells in the heart and gives courage to a woman’s breast, 

then you see a beautiful courtship, which excels all human beauty. It is the beauty of God’s 

wondrous grace by which He beautifies His saints in the beauty of holiness. 

Now take the shoes from off your feet when you read the Book of Ruth once more. Here 

one treads on holy ground, even in Boaz’ barley field. For the Son of God is selecting this Ruth, 

the Moabitess to be one of his grandmothers. Does He not say that before Abraham was, I am? 

(John 8:58) In days when there was no king in Israel and each man did what was right in his own 

eyes, then the glorious light of the Gospel is manifested in redemptive-history. 

Yes, redemptive-history. The Christ came into this world to save sinners. He is not 

ashamed to call them brethren. Yes, Judah, the fourth son of Jacob, born to Leah, is the one to 

whom the gathering of the people shall be. Shiloh shall be born from him. The sceptre shall not 

depart from Judah till Shiloh comes. O, how far was this from Judah’s mind when he committed 

incest with his own daughter-in-law, Tamar. (Gen. 38) What wondrous doings of God. Two sons 

are born. The one is Zarah in the Bible account. The other, “who broke forth” was called Pharez. 

His is the birthright by promise! Don’t blush when you read this account, nor exalt yourself in 

self-righteousness, but adore and worship the magnitude of the love of God, who sent His Son to 

be a propitiation for your sins. 

What comfort for poor sinners when they read all this; when they listen to the Gospel of 

the love of God. Now read that wondrous little bit of the “genealogy of Christ” in Ruth 4:18ff, 

“Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron, and Hezron begat Ram, and 

Ram begat Amminadab, and Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon, and 

Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed and Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.” 

And David’s great Son and Lord is Christ. David did not beget him, nor did Joseph. He is 

the begotten of the Father. “The Holy Ghost shall come upon you, and the power of the Highest 

shall overshadow you.” 

The great Mystery of Christ’s birth was long in coming, but when it was revealed, it is 

hidden in the light of its own glory. 

Great is the Mystery of godliness. Also in that wondrous Bible Book called Ruth. Did 

you read it? 
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