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Have you ever listened to a choral practice session where the members are just beginning 

to learn to sing a new song? The accompanist plays the new music so that the members are able 

to hear their each individual part. Many of us know that those who sing either soprano, alto, 

tenor, or bass do not sing every note perfectly. In fact, those first few practice sessions are full of 

mistakes in timing and harmony. Even more evident is the fact that there are so many mistakes, 

one wonders whether or not they will be able to sing the song at all. After all, no one cares to 

hear a discordant, clashing, jarring sound, much less the same in a song. For the choral group 

that means practicing numerous times their separate parts, until the whole group together sings 

each part with near perfect timing and harmony. Then those to whom they must sing will gladly 

say that the singing was beautiful. 

We know even after the new song is learned and is being sung to an audience that 

individuals make mistakes. For the most part these mistakes go unnoticed mainly because there 

are enough voices singing the correct note to drown out the discordant sound. Yet every once in 

awhile, there is a rather blatant mistake, producing that discordant, clashing, jarring sound. Again 

more practice sessions are needed to perfect the singing of the new song. 

Now one would not expect to hear many mistakes being made by a choral group that has 

been singing the same beautiful song for many years. Through the years of practice singing the 

song well known to all the members, one would expect to hear a glorifying sound, a joyful 

sound, a blessed sound sung from the depths of the heart, a song sung to the glory of God. Yet 

when someone comes along and decides to change the notes a bit to be more suitable to himself 

you are bound to hear many mistakes, because now the choral group is singing a new song. 

For the purpose of this article, let us as young people picture ourselves as though we were 

that choral group singing a selection of songs. Let us also picture our life as being characterized 

by the singing of songs, so that one could tell from the songs we sang what our life was like. The 

songs that we sing must therefore be reformed songs. That is, because we are always in the 

process of reforming ourselves and being reformed, the songs that we sing will bear testimony of 

that reformation in our lives. 

We practice singing those reformed songs all the days of our life here on earth. It could 

be said that every saint who has lived on earth has sung these same reformed songs. So for 

centuries these same blessed, beautiful, joyful, glorifying songs have been sung to give evidence 

of the fact that there exists on earth the people of God who are truly reformed in their lives by the 

power of God’s grace. 

Now suppose someone comes along and decides to change the notes to suit their way of 

life, which is not at all reformed. Obviously, if the group tries to sing that new song they will 

produce many a discordant, clashing, jarring sound. And so will we produce the same 

undesirable 

sounds if we attempt to live our lives other than in a process of always reforming. 

Perhaps we should be more clear in our thought. We have pictured our lives as being 

characterized by the singing of musical songs. But the songs we sing are made up of more than 

just notes. There are words to be sung. The words are what really enable others to know what our 

life is really like. You see, one could sing the same song we do and not be reformed at all 

because the words are different. So it is today that many young people who claim to be reformed 



sing the same song we do as far as the tune is concerned. But upon listening to the words, one 

learns that they are not reformed at all. What they have done is to disguise themselves with a 

song of reformation, all the while confessing with their mouth that they are far from the truth. 

This is not only evident in the churches around us but sad to say, evident within our own schools. 

You claim to be Protestant Reformed young people, than confess that by living a life of 

reformation. You may sing a nice song but your words are not at all reformed. Rebellion as is 

evidenced in the disrespect shown to teachers is disgraceful. 

Whenever we learn a new song it must be reformed in character. That is, whenever we 

have a certain renewed zeal to reform ourselves, that zeal must be out of a love for God and not 

to simply please ourselves. Indeed there must be that quickening of the new man in Christ and a 

mortifying of the old man of sin. That can only take place because of the shed blood of Jesus 

Christ. Then the song we sing will witness to the truth of total depravity, unconditional election, 

limited atonement, irresistible grace and perseverance of the saints. 

Then shall we sing the first two verses of Psalm 149, "Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the 

LORD a new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints. Let Israel rejoice in him that 

made him: let the children of Zion be joyful in their King." 
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