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If by the reading of the title you concluded that this article has something to do with 

arithmetic, you are partially correct. We will be reviewing numbers by multiplication both by 

human standards and divine. 

It is in verse 21 of Matthew 18 that Peter comes to Jesus asking him, "Lord, how often 

shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? till seven times?" In verse 22, Jesus saith unto 

him, I say not unto thee until seven times, but, until seventy times seven. 

What we really intend to focus our attention on is Forgiveness. The title as I have put it is just 

a little window dressing to catch your attention. 

I get the impression as I read the entire chapter of Matthew 18 that this session of 

instruction by Christ is when He is alone with the twelve. Following upon the Lord's answer to 

Peter, we have the parable of the unmerciful servant; This parable is given to his disciples (and 

also to us) to impress upon them that as soon as they ceased forgiving one another, they must 

needs forfeit the blessings and assurance of forgiveness for themselves. 

Prof. H. Hanko in his book on the Parables does an excellent and thorough explanation 

regarding this parable and the principles laid down regarding forgiveness. I suppose I could stop 

writing right now and say read pages 65-71 because I am sure he can and does convey the 

subject of Forgiveness with much more clarity and ability than myself. But the Editor of the 

Beacon Lights asked me to write an article on this subject of Forgiveness, so in my own style, 

ability, and thought pattern, I shall attempt to comply. 

Getting back to the disciple Peter who raised the question concerning the number of times 

one forgives his brother, we see he not only raises the question, but in the next breath gives the 

answer. At least in his own mind and with human judgment, seven times was more than that 

which was required by the rabbis of that day. In other words, Peter meant to say there comes an 

end to the forgiving...it is limited. But the divine Jesus says no Peter, not one times seven, but 

seventy times seven endless without ceasing always. 

The Lord teaches us to pray forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

The two parts of this petition are inseparably connected. You cannot pray for the one without 

being able to state the other before the face of God. A readiness and willingness to forgive others 

is part of the indication that we have truly repented. Moreover, it is to be whole-hearted. Not 

only to forgive, but also the solemn and oh so difficult virtue to forget. We stumble and fall over 

that a thousand times during a lifetime... if we would only forget. 

Its basis and root springs from Christ’s forgiveness...even as Christ forgave you, so also 

do ye Colossians 3:13. 

In the incident of the healing of the paralyzed man lowered through the roof, He, Christ 

worked the miracle expressly that ye may know that the Son of Man hath power on earth to 

forgive sins. Forgiveness by or through Jesus Christ means forgiveness arising from all that He is 

and all that He does. His death on the cross is often said to be a death for sin. Forgiveness rests 

basically then on the atoning work of Christ. That is to say an act of sheer grace. 

John the Baptist preached the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. Christ 

himself directed that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name. 

Forgiveness is similarly linked with faith in Acts 10:43 and James 5. Faith and 

repentance are not to be thought of as merits whereby we deserve forgiveness. Rather they are 



the means whereby we appropriate the grace of God. 

Serious and difficult situations arise in our homes, our schools and in our Churches 

because when offenses come, we do not always see the urgent necessity to follow what Christ 

Himself had to say in this same 18th chapter of Matthew. I am referring to the 15-17th verses. 

Verse 15: moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between 

thee and him alone...and what follows. 

I realize that lengthy debates and discussions have arisen over whether one's sin or 

offense is of a private or public nature. I don’t dispute the fact that it does make a difference in 

approach and every case is to be judged on its own merits, nevertheless Matthew 5:23-24 has 

much to say when we think it's not our fault. Read it...think about it. 

It is so convenient to have certain passages and principles of Scripture laid down for the 

other person...What we all need is a little closer self-examination. Ask yourself seriously, am I 

interested in gaining the brother, or in self- justification? Oh what petty strife and grievances 

could be avoided and laid aside if we could look past personalities and persons and practice what 

is said concerning Forgiveness. When issues arise, and they do, and that is not all bad, instead of 

judging according to persons involved, let us rather evaluate according to the principle of the 

matter and the main issue presented. 

In the fellowship of the Church of Jesus Christ, and therefore in the communion of saints, 

the child of God lays hold upon spiritual benefits and makes this confession that his sins are 

forgiven. But now if for some reason the believer, whether he be young or old cuts himself off 

from that fellowship and seeks for himself the treasures and pleasures of this world for a season, 

he will soon lose the conscious joy of God's forgiveness. 

It is also a reality that if he or she, young or old, bears a grudge and is hateful towards his 

brother or sister or neighbor, and through the years has no change of attitude nor of a spirit of 

repentance, that that one will end up with bitterness in his or her soul towards all of life...a little 

leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 

The third part of the Lord's Supper form under examination of ourselves, puts it so 

personally where it says, “whether he purposeth henceforth to show true thankfulness to God in 

his whole life and to walk uprightly before him, and also whether he hath laid aside unfeignedly 

all enmity, hatred, and envy, and doth firmly resolve henceforward to walk in true love and 

peace with his neighbor. All those then who are thus disposed, God will certainly receive in 

mercy and count them worthy partakers of the table of his Son Jesus Christ." 
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