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 “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother and shall cleave unto his wife, and they 

shall be one flesh.” Gen. 2:24 

There comes a time in the life of the young man when he breaks away from the parental 

home. After spending two decades or more in what to him was the only home he ever knew, he 

forsakes that home to make a new home for himself. This applies to the young woman also; a 

fact that is so obvious that the text quoted above does not even mention it. The young man 

forsakes father and mother. He makes a complete break with his parents, not in the sense that he 

disowns them as parents, wants nothing more to do with them, ignores them, or fails to respect 

them. He still loves them, honors them, visits them, seeks their advice when necessary, opens his 

home to them and cares for them in their needs. Yet he forsakes them so completely that their 

home is no longer his home. He ventures out to establish a new home; his own home, just as a 

bird leaves its nest, never to return, but to build its own nest elsewhere. The young man makes a 

home for his bride, so that she also packs up her belongings, moves out of her parental home, 

and goes to live with her husband in their new relationship of husband and wife. 

Why is that break with father and mother so complete and final? The answer is, that at the 

dawn of history God said that it is not good that man should be alone. This is an ordinance of 

God that belongs to man's creation. Just as a fish finds its natural habitat in the water, the bird in 

the air, and the fox in the forest, so the natural environment for the young man is a home with his 

wife, requiring a break with his former parental home. When God created us He created us male 

and female. Adam came forth from the hand of the Creator with a strong, handsome, masculine 

body. He had an intelligent face, a dexterous, multipurpose hand, a keen mind; honesty and 

sincerity shone from his eyes, love to his God characterized his royal bearing. He was king, there 

was no doubt about that. He was king over all that he surveyed. Eve was a woman. Her long hair, 

her womanly figure, her feminine face, all spoke of the unique beauty of the woman. She also 

had a stately bearing, not that of a slave, but rather as of noble birth. Together they made a most 

attractive pair. In fact, it is extremely difficult for us to form a mental picture of the unblemished, 

radiant beauty of our first parents, who were created good, entirely fit to serve the purpose of 

their Maker. The inroads of sin, so evident in us, had not yet marred their natural attractiveness. 

Eve was different, not only in physical appearance, but also in many other ways. She was 

bone of Adam’s bone and flesh of his flesh, yet a new creation, formed by God to be a helper to 

Adam. Her love to God shone through her love and devotion to her husband. She was dependent 

on him to show her the marvels of creation. She admired her husband, respected him, gladly 

listened to him, that she might join him in telling the praises of their Maker. They were drawn to 

each other, not as friends, but by the natural, magnetic attraction of the opposite sex. They were 

sufficiently alike, yet also 

sufficiently different that they were perfectly mated to each other. They needed each other, and 

that, mind you, in perfection, without sin. For sin had not yet entered to wreak havoc on that 

most intimate relationship between one man and one woman. It was certainly not good for man 

to be alone; not for Adam, nor for Eve. According to God's creation ordinance they needed each 

other to make their life complete. 

There is still another reason why it was not good for Adam to be alone. God had given 

Adam dominion over the fish of the sea, over the fowls of the air, and over every living creature 



that moves upon the earth. His mandate from God was, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 

the earth, and subdue it." Adam was an integral part of the whole earthly creation. Paradise was 

his home. The vegetables that grew from the ground, the fruit that hung on the tree were at his 

disposal. The animals roamed the garden for his sake. Today that is very obvious to us especially 

in the domestic animals, the dog, the horse, the cow, the hen. There were treasures in the earth, 

still unexplored, such as iron, copper, silver, gold, coal and oil. There were the powers of 

electricity and of the atom, still to be discovered. There was much to do in subduing the earth. 

Adam could only make a small beginning in that tremendous undertaking. Therefore Adam 

would need children to fulfill his cultural mandate. He could not remain a bachelor He needed a 

mother for those children, one to bring them into this world and to help him train them for their 

calling in life. Only by having children, bringing into existence the human race could he spread 

out and inhabit the earth to subdue it. When God said, “Be fruitful and multiply,” He even laid in 

man the desire to have children. A husband wants children to make his home complete. He likes 

to have a son of whom it is said, "He is the exact image of his father." The motherly instinct in 

the woman makes her yearn for a child to press to her breast, a child to claim as her very own. 

All this nonsense of "woman’s lib" is a defiant attempt to oppose God's laws, to oppose even the 

natural laws that are innate within the soul of every human being. The home of Adam and Eve 

could not be complete without children. Their lives could not be complete. Their calling could 

not be realized. Simply because they were our first parents, of whom God had said that it was not 

good that they should be alone. Therefore still today a young man leaves his father and his 

mother to cleave unto his wife. 

A third reason why it is not good for man to be alone is, that already in paradise God 

instituted the holy state of marriage as a picture of Christ and His Church, of God and His Wife. 

Adam was created a covenant creature, to know God, to love God, and to serve God in love. He 

bore the very image and likeness of God in true knowledge, righteousness, and holiness. He was 
God's prophet, God's priest, and God's king in the midst of the earthly creation. In one word, he 

was God’s friend servant, living in covenant fellowship with God, walking with God, and talking 

with God in intimate communion of life. This very covenant fellowship with God was reflected 

in the intimacy of Adam and Eve. Together they walked, they talked, they enjoyed each other's 

companionship. Eve was always ready to assist Adam in his labors in the garden. Together they 

experienced the love of God in their own hearts and lives. What a rich and glorious experience 

that was for Adam to find the same love of God echoing in Eve's heart, to have her join with Him 

in telling the praises, the glories of their God. They wanted children, not merely for the sake of 

having children, but to replenish and subdue the earth to God’s glory. No other thought ever 

entered their minds before the fall than that they should have children who with them should fear 

and serve the Lord. God's ultimate purpose with them was that they should bring forth the 

covenant seed, the Christ, and along with Christ the whole assembly of the elect, that will 

eternally rejoice before the throne in the new creation. If we look for the full realization of that 

mandate to "replenish the earth and subdue it," we must look to Christ and to the new heavens 

and the new earth, where each individually and the whole multitude that no man can number 

collectively will bring praise and glory and honor unto our God, Who created all things and 

works all things unto that ultimate glory of the new creation. No, it was not good for Adam to be 

alone. How could he know the intimacy of God’s covenant love in his own life? What applies to 

Adam applies no less to us as God’s covenant people in these last days. 

God prepares for each young man his own wife. God gives him a helper to make his life 

complete. In God’s own time and in His own unique way (married couples often reminisce about 



the strange way in which they were brought together by the providence of God) God brings as by 

His own hand to every man his wife. Two persons forsake father and mother and cleave, that is, 

are glued to each other as one flesh. God unites two hearts, two minds, two spirits, two persons 

together in the unbreakable bond of marriage, which remains until "death us do part." 

But more about this later, I would like to discuss briefly yet the finding of a mate, the 

courtship, the marriage vows, and the bond of marriage that unites two lives in love, in devotion, 

in the fear of the Lord. 

(to be continued) 
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