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The word “Incarnate” came up in my English class recently when we were studying 

Greek and Latin prefixes. One student thought it meant something like "incarcerate’’ - something 

to do with a putting away. Another thought it was something evil because she had heard of a 

book with that word in its title, and that book was not an acceptable one. We discovered that the 

meaning was “embodied in the flesh” or “existence in bodily form.” Some of my students were 

surprised when it was pointed out that the incarnation is the central idea of Christmas. Christ 

made flesh; Christ dwelling among us. Christ the Promised One now becoming Christ the man. 

God with us! 

I thought later that the concept of the incarnation is probably the one key to the idea of 

what Christmas is all about. We hold as an article of our faith that Jesus, the Son of God was 

"conceived by the Holy Ghost” and was “born of the Virgin Mary.” The fact of the virgin birth 

already leaves out a great share of the people about us who ‘‘know” that to be impossible. But 

the idea of God becoming man is even more incomprehensible to an unbelieving world. But 

again, this beautiful fact is the core of God's plan of salvation. 

Think of your instruction in catechism concerning God the Creator, and concerning man 

who was a disobedient creature that rebelled and became dead in sin. The only satisfaction for 

that sin, we believe, could be made by one who is truly God and truly man. So God, in His 

Sovereign plan, sent His only Son Jesus into the flesh to atone for that sin and make us right with 

God. To us His children and to the church of all ages He promised in Isaiah 7:14b, “Behold, a 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” Later in Isaiah we find 

the beautiful declaration in chapter 9:6. “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 

the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." This Christ is spoken of again in 

Titus 2:13 & 14 where we have the fulfillment of all the Old Testament prophecies summarized 

by Paul when he writes; “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all 

men...Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the Great God and our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 

himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 

Young people, rejoice with me today; for we are that people. We are that people who are 

the adopted sons and daughters of our Father in heaven. He sent His only begotten Son into the 

flesh to redeem or buy back His chosen ones. And our elder brother Jesus Christ gave himself 

willingly to the death on the cross to accomplish salvation for us. GLORY TO GOD IN THE 

HIGHEST! O, how we must sing that with the angels of Judea! 

Let us be jealous of our heritage of knowledge concerning the incarnation of our Lord, 

guarding, preserving, and savoring the knowledge we have concerning God’s grace to us. And 

let us through all our lives worship and adore Him, Who is Immanuel, God with us! 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 36 No 8 December 1977 

 


