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Soon it will be Christmas and we are already in the midst of the rush to buy gifts for 

everyone. Stop with me and let us consider this subject for a while. 

Do you have a problem with our custom of gift giving? Now I do not mean the problem 

of not knowing what to buy everyone, but I mean "Do you sense that our old established custom 

of gift giving does not serve the spiritual enrichment of our celebration of the birth of our Savior, 

but in fact serves to draw us away from a proper appreciation of God’s Great Gift? “Have you 

ever found that your chief excitement and anticipation with respect to your celebration of 

Christmas centered on the gifts that you might receive and trying to guess what they might be? 

Have you ever gone to church on Christmas morning with a great joy and excitement because 

you got something you did not expect or something that you really wanted? Or have you perhaps 

gone to church on Christmas morning with a feeling of disappointment because you did not get 

what you wanted for Christmas? Have you ever had the thought "What fun would Christmas be 

without presents?” Some of us may have had these thoughts or have been in situations similar to 

the ones suggested, and that shows some of us that we do indeed have a problem with gift giving. 

As saints of God we want to be pleasing to God in all our life and we certainly want to 

celebrate Christmas to the glory of God. Therefore, we want to examine our tradition of gift 

giving in the light of God’s Word and in the light of The Gift. 

I suppose that if any of us were asked what the origin of our custom of gilt giving at 

Christmas might be would answer to the effect that it stems from the fact that God gave us the 

greatest of all gifts in the sending of His Son Jesus Christ. 

It ought to be striking to us, however that our practice of gift giving closely parallels that 

of the world. More striking yet is the fact that the world's custom of gift giving does not have its 

origin in the Biblical record even though they may think that it does. 

The exact origin of the world's gift giving at Christmas cannot be determined with any 

degree of certainty. Different nations and people have developed their own versions of certain 

stories and myths in different ways. It is very probable that a pre-christian Roman festival 

commemorating the "Golden Age” under the reign to Saturn, a mythical Roman god, has 

influenced Christmas gift giving. From this festival, called the Saturnalia, were drawn various 

elements which were later incorporated into the celebration of Christmas. These things ought to 

spur us to take a closer look at our accepted custom of gift giving and see whether it reflects a 

proper Biblical practice or a pagan custom. 

There is much gift giving in the world’s celebration of Christmas, but a gift giving that 

talks about love, yet does not proceed from the love of God in Jesus Christ is humanism. The gift 

giving of the world is fundamentally a manifestation of the lust, greed and selfishness of their 

wicked hearts. 

We must not follow the world, but we must look to the Word of God. God there gives us the 

greatest example of gift giving when He gave His Only Begotten Son. 

The sending of Jesus Christ into the world is a manifestation of God’s great love toward us. 

God's love toward us is a love that transcends human comprehension. It was a sovereign and 

infinite love that caused God to send the Son of His love to come into the world to die for 

wretched, miserable and undeserving sinners. God gave His Unspeakable Gift to fulfill a great 

need, which only He Himself could fill. 



We ought to notice, however, that God’s gift giving is not just limited to one event or one 

day, but day by day God continues to bestow upon us rich gifts through Jesus Christ. "Every 

good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 

whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning." (James 1:17) 

In our gift giving then we are to be motivated by and to manifest the love of God which is in 

us. We are going to listen to God’s Word in Romans 12:1 where we read. "And be not 

conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 

what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God." 

If we find that our gift giving does not serve the spiritual enrichment of our celebration of 

the birth of Christ, but instead draws us away from the proper appreciation of God's Great Gift, 

then we must rid ourselves of our wrong motive or custom. We must be conformed in our gift 

giving to God’s will and glory. 

Gift giving that is glorifying to God is not easy, for it requires that we fight against all our 

carnal tendencies and worldliness. It means too that we will find ourselves out of step with the 

thinking and practice of the world around us. We will appear foolish and ridiculous in the eyes of 

the world. But ought we not expect to be different from the world, and ought we not be 

distinctive in our gift giving as well as in all our life? 

Let us examine ourselves with respect to our gift giving to make sure that we follow the 

Biblical example rather than a pagan custom of the world. Let each of us strive to show true 

thankfulness to our God for His Great Gift. Jesus Christ. 
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