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During the month of November, we as Protestant Reformed young people will gather 

around our families table on a special day to eat lots of tom-turkey with all the trimmings. Since 

this day is special we will be full of joy and will want to pack in all the fun and games we can 

until, for some, we just get tuckered out. Prior to this day we will be made aware of the historical 

aspect surrounding November 24. We will either be informed by others or find out by ourselves, 

that the United States will celebrate that holiday instituted by the Pilgrims to give thanks to God 

for their survival. As covenant young people we know that only God's people can truly from 

their heart thank Jehovah for their survival today. The thanks that comes from other than God's 

people is a lie, a mockery, a put on or show of goodness and never does our faithful God receive 

such false thanks of men outside of his covenant. 

Protestant Reformed young people this gives us much reason to all the more be thankful 

for the blessings of our faithful covenant God. Consider the amazing truth that we as God's 

people are born in the line of continued generations who knows the truths of God's Word. God 

has promised us His eternal covenant faithfulness to us generation to generation. We are born 

into the covenant friendship of God through the regeneration of our heart. Truly with all our 

heart we must give thanks to God for all the wonderful blessings He has poured out upon us 

abundantly day by day, every day of our life. None of this would be possible except that the Son 

of God would perfectly and willingly give His life for the remission of our sins. This Jesus of 

Nazareth did that we would be able to glorify God's holy name. 

Now we can most sincerely thank Jehovah for our parents, teachers, ministers, deacons, 

and elders; our schools where we are taught from a covenant point of view, the church where we 

sit under the preaching and where we also have catechistical instruction, and the seminary that 

teaches and trains young men to be faithful covenant ministers of God's Word. We could not 

write enough books that would contain all of God’s blessings that we should give him thanks for. 

Yet that fact alone impresses upon our hearts and mind the need to pray because as the 

Heidelberg Catechism puts it Lords Day 45 Q.A. 116 "Why is prayer necessary for Christians? 

Because it is the chief part of thankfulness which God requires of us: and also, because God will 

give his grace and Holy Spirit to those only, who with sincere desires continually ask them of 

him, and are thankful for them.” 

The Third Part of Thankfulness from the Heidelberg Catechism you will note follows the 

practical aspect of the life of a child of God. What is even more interesting and the subject of our 

article is the fact that there is the treating of the law of God before the treating of prayer. My 

question to you is when was the last time you gave thanks to God for his law? 

Perhaps that question sounds strange to some of you, yet when one closely examines the 

Psalms we come across these sincere expressions of the love of God’s law: Psalm 1:2 “But his 

delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. Psalm 37:31 

"The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide."; Psalm 40:8 "I delight to do thy 

will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart."; Psalm 78:1-11 (here we quote only verse 7) 

“That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his 

commandments:”; Psalm 103:17,18 “But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to 

everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s children; To such as 

keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them.”; Psalm 112:1,2 



“Praise ye the Lord. Blessed is the man that feareth the LORD, that delighteth greatly in his 

commandments. His seed shall be mightly upon earth: the generation of the upright shall be 

blessed.”; Psalm 119 and here we quote only verse 97 “O how love I thy law! it is my meditation 

all the day.” 

One may question this love of God’s law knowing that today we are under the grace of 

God. We are not like the psalmist in the sense that he was under the bondage of the law. Today 

we are free. I quote from the Triple Knowledge Vol. 3 pg 126, “...He certainly must stand in the 

liberty wherewith Christ hath made him free. This means, first of all, that he is free from the 

curse of the law, because Christ is become a curse for him. The law can never curse him 

anymore”. The law of God curses us no more but now is vitally important for us as God’s people 

as speaks Hebrews 8:10,11 “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 

after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts; 

and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people; And they shall not teach every 

man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying. Know the Lord; for all shall know me, 

from the least to the greatest.” 

The law of God then becomes our constant guide as we walk in this life. The law shows 

the way to perform good works, that is, our good works must be in perfect harmony with the law 

of God. Can we do that as young people with the multitude of temptations that surround us 

daily? Yes, we can and must keep the law of God for that is part of the quickening of the new 

man. By faith we perform good works according to the law of God to his glory, for we delight to 

live according to the will of God. 
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