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“Thou hast commanded us to keep Thy precepts diligently"- Psalm 119:4 

The attentive reader will remember that this little series was triggered by a visit which 

your “pastor” received from four College students, who presented a series of questions 

concerning the “Bible.” These questions were all somehow related to the leading question “Is the 

Bible Symbolical or Literal?” In this first question we are dealing with the diabolical attempt of 

the father of the lie to take the Scriptures from the believing church of God. We have answered 

that the teaching is very literal in some passages, and, in others, the teaching is not “symbolical” 

but that the Bible uses symbolism to make the very real truth of God to come before our 

believing conscience and binding upon our hearts. For the Bible is the inspired Word of God; it 

is God-breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness, that the man of God be thoroughly furnished unto every good work. 

But evil men are rather persistent with their questions. That is not because they are so 

wise and understanding in the Scriptures, mighty in handling the Word of God as the sword of 

the Spirit, but because they are very adept sleight-of hand artists, full of the winds of errors 

which would blow freely in the church of God. They would uproot the simple and godly faith of 

the redeemed in the veracity of the Scriptures! And so they have one more arrow, poison-tipped, 

in their sinful quiver. And they ask: How Does the Bible Teach? Now these College students 

were rather naive; they were not fully conscious of the implication of their question. 

But, young reader, let me point out a few matters in this important question. 

Do not forget that when unbelief asks this question it is because they know and do not 

understand, they hear and do not perceive. When the Bible speaks its clarion-note of Crystal-

clear truth, they do not have ears to hear what the Spirit says unto the churches. (Matt. 13:14, 15) 

And when the truth is sounded and dinned into their ears by prophets, rising early and late, they 

stop their ears as does the adder. (Ps. 58:4) In Jesus’ day these same unbelievers said to the 

greatest preacher ever, who spoke as one having authority and not as the Scribes, “tell us plainly 

if Thou be the Christ.” (John 10:24) God told Moses to write all the "words” upon the stones 

“very plainly”. This meant that the explanation was in the very words and sentences, and that 

it was not couched in the dark sayings of the false prophets who peep and mutter. (Deut. 27:8) 

But, in spite of this, unbelief complains that it is not clear how the Bible teaches. Unbelief does 

not have the key to understand the Bible! 

It was Satan in Paradise who suggests to Eve that the Word of God concerning the way of 

life was not clearly stated by God. And that tactic of Satan is the one followed by those, who 

come as having serious and valid questions whether the Bible teaches clearly the way of 

salvation and the way of obedience. Such is the way of those who will not do the will of God. 

Jesus says: if ye would will to do the will of God, ye will acknowledge concerning my doctrine, 

whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. (John 7:17) In Isaiah's day the evil priests 

and prophets are likened unto drunkards, spiritual drunkards, upon whom the Lord poured out 

the spirit of deep sleep. These were men to whom the Bible was a word which were sealed in a 

book. This sealed book is delivered to the one that is learned He is told to read it. But he says; I 

cannot read it, for it is sealed. (Isaiah 29:11) This learned man cannot understand the Scriptures 

when he does not have faith. Such are they who cannot read whether they be learned or 

unlearned. For the natural man does not understand the things of the Spirit. They are foolishness 



to him. But he does not confess his sin, but ascribes the inability to understand to the lack of 

clarity of the Scriptures. These they say are not really perspicuous and transparent to the reader. 

The fault is with these Scriptures. The meaning is not given in the very words—clearly, plainly. 

On the other hand, do not forget that the Bible is confessed to be very clear by the poet in 

Psalm 119:4. “Thou has commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently.” It is of interest to notice 

that these precepts of the Lord are extolled by the poet and interpreted to us by other terms, each 

with a distinct and clear meaning. A little study will show that the precepts are called law, 
testimonies, ways, commandments, judgments, statutes. When the poet therefore confesses 

that the Lord has “commanded” the children of God to “keep” the precepts, we are not at a loss 

as to what this means. We need not raise up barriers to our understanding of the Bible and ask: 

how does the Bible teach? Perhaps the Bible does not mean just exactly that we shall keep the 

precepts by walking according to them, because somehow this may be a symbolical teaching 

and not a literal teaching! Not at all! 

The term “law" which is used twenty-five times in Psalm 119 means: teaching, directive 

for life. It is instruction, it is doctrine. It comes with the basic and structural truths of faith and 

life, the full revelation of God’s covenant relationship to His people, the relationship of His 

people to Him. To this law God gives His "testimonies”. This term is used fifteen times in Psalm 

119. It is the authoritative Word of the God of the Ark of the Testimony in Israel, speaking of 

redemption in blood. And this testimony speaks of the “ways” of the Lord in which we are to 

walk and keep His covenant. The term “ways” is employed by the poet in Psalm 119 thirteen 

times. The term "commandments” speaks of the concrete, clear and authoritative will of the 

heavenly Father for his children. These are set down in God’s statute books of the Throne, from 

whence God rules his people in grace. The term statute is used some twenty-one times by the 

poet in Psalm 119. And such are also God’s judgments.” This term is used some twenty times in 

Psalm 119. And this term indicates that which in God’s statutes is just and good for us. 

Now we stand with the poet-psalmist before the face of our Covenant God and Father, 

and we say as children of obedience: thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently, in 

the new obedience in faith in Christ; that we keep the precepts of the Gospel promise. Yes, we 

are to do so diligently, that is, very much, with all our heart and mind and soul and strength. We 

are then not under law but under grace. We do not say: let us sin, that grace may abound, but we 

say: God forbid. 

We know that the Bible teaches us by precepts and by his commandments to walk in His 

ways diligently. Yes, we will then study these Scripture as they are a light upon our pathway, and 

a lamp to our willing feet, as this shines more and more unto the perfect day. 

How does the Bible teach? Study that Bible in your Bible Societies, Catechism Classes, 

in your private reading, with a believing heart. It is not closed to those who do not merely 

worship God with their lips, but who worship Him with true hearts which are sprinkled with 

blood and washed with pure water. It is profitable to make the man of God thoroughly furnished 

unto every good work! 
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