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The choice of this text (Is. 55:6) and the theme is an appropriate, though unusual one. It is 

unusual, negatively, because it is taken from the Old Testament, which many churches, even 

those which are supposed to be Reformed, today ignore. And it is not man-centered. It is 

common to read of many religious conventions and their themes, particularly in the summer 

months: and most of them emphasize what man is, what he can do, his talents and abilities to 

change the world for the better and help his fellow man. Against this sort of background, the text 

and theme stand out, for they are not man-centered and man-glorifying, but God-centered and 

God-glorifying. It speaks well for you as young people that you choose such a theme. Also from 

a positive viewpoint this choice of text and theme is appropriate, for all properly Reformed 

theology, and especially Protestant Reformed theology, is God-centered as it is faithful to the 

Scriptures, which are God-centered. This theme demonstrates a consciousness of that God-

centeredness. Moreover, this theme is appropriate because it is of practical value for you as 

young people. We must bear in mind that it is one thing to say the words of the text, but to do 

them is quite another because of the power of sin and the old man that is still within us. The 

words of Isaiah are an admonition, a calling, which speaks to us directly and practically, for the 

text calls us not merely to say something, but to do something, that is, to live as the people of 

God in the midst of the world, and to live in a certain way, which is to seek Jehovah and call 

upon him. 

We must also understand that the words of this text and of your theme, are addressed to 

all the people of God. Historically they were addressed by God through the prophet Isaiah to 

elect Israel as manifested in the nation of Judah. In a certain sense, of course, these words came 

to all who hear them or read them in the Scriptures. But they are meant centrally and primarily 

for believing Judah, which alone could spiritually hear and obey them. Therefore, they are also 

addressed to us as the Israel of the New Dispensation, the people of God in the age of reality. 

And they are meant for us just as emphatically as for Israel, for the words of God here are 

timeless, calling us to seek the Lord, and specifically, to do so in our spiritual activities. In 

understanding this idea we ask and answer three questions: First. Seeking whom? Second, 

Seeking when? And finally, Seeking how? 

I. Seeking whom? 

According to Isaiah we are called to seek Jehovah; the prophet does not say Lord, but 

Jehovah, which is the covenant name of God. It indicates not only that He is the unchangeable 

God who is forever the same, the I Am, but also that as the unchangeable One He is the God who 

loves His covenant people. He is thus the God of all our salvation as He reveals Himself in 

Christ our Savior, the One to whom we owe all our redemption and in whom we have all our 

hope. This is brought out in the verse following the text, where Isaiah pictures God as the 

merciful and forgiving God to those who seek Him. All of this implies that Jehovah is a desirable 

object of our seeking; for if, according to the text, we are called to seek Him, it is presupposed 

that He is worth such seeking. And considering who and what He is, nothing could be more true, 

for there is nothing and no one in the world that could be more worthy of being sought. To seek 

Him in faith is to seek the highest possible good and blessedness, and to find Him in Christ is to 

enjoy eternal life and all covenant blessings. 

This Jehovah we are commanded to seek. The word used by the prophet means literally 



to beat a path with one’s feet, to walk repeatedly along the same path. The idea is thus to do 

something frequently, to go to the same place repeatedly. Here, the meaning is to go to Jehovah's 

house of prayer, His temple, the place where God dwelt with His people, which means to come 

into the presence of God. The significance is that we desire to know Jehovah, to speak with Him, 

to have communion and fellowship with Him, to enjoy His grace and favor. For us, this means to 

seek God as He is revealed in Christ, to believe with the experiential knowledge of faith. Nor is 

this seeking optional, a take-it-or-leave-it proposition. But this is a command of God Himself 

through Isaiah, something which is urgent and which must be obeyed. Historically this command 

was directed at believing Judah; many in Judah had forsaken the ways of Jehovah and especially 

the temple and its service, so that it was necessary for the prophet to voice this command of 

Jehovah to seek Him. And no less urgent is this command for us today. 

The reason for this urgency is the fact that we are not inclined of ourselves to seek Him. 

Because of our natural depravity we seek the devil and his ways, not Jehovah and His ways. Of 

ourselves we cannot even hear or heed this command, which means, by the way, that this 

command does not and cannot come to the natural man nor be heeded by Him. But to us, saved 

by grace, the command still comes, because of our natural inclination not to seek Him. Added to 

this is the influence and strength of the old man of sin within us. We live in the midst of a very 

sinful world and are faced with all sorts of temptations to seek all sorts of sinful things, such a 

money, position, fun, pleasure, and so on. And because we are sinful, we are inclined to do just 

that. Thus the necessary command comes also to us. 

 All of this is true both historically and today. Historically Israel was not seeking Jehovah, 

but the gods of the heathen nations surrounding the land of Canaan, along with all the 

wickedness that accompanied such idolatry, and even imitated in the way of repentance. And He 

calls us to seek Him by way of reminder and warning. If there is one thing that characterizes the 

world in which we live today, it is that the Lord is not sought; God is not in all the thoughts of 

the wicked as they busily engage in all sorts of sinful activities and pursuits. Indeed, the world 

seeks everything but Jehovah — money, pleasure, fun, honor, fame, a good time, etc. And we, 

especially we who are young people, are often inclined to follow their example and their seeking 

because of our weakness. We need to be reminded constantly: Seek Jehovah first and above all 

else! 

II. Seeking when? 

The answer of the text is: “While He may be found and while He is near.” This is not to 

be understood in the Arminian sense, as is often done. The text does not mean, as is often 

asserted, that God is near to His people and therefore can be found only at certain times, but not 

at others. The idea then becomes that of seeking Him before it is too late, implying that it is up to 

man to take advantage according to his own will of God’s offer of mercy and salvation. But this 

cannot be the case at all. for we have already said that God is the faithful covenant Jehovah who 

is always near to His people in His love and favor. Nor is the promise of divine forgiveness 

found in verse 7 limited only to certain times or places; we do not have that kind of God. 

Rather, the prophet means that God is always near, and always can be found. It is true 

that the Scriptures speak of Jehovah's hiding his face for a time in disfavor towards sin and 

apostasy and wickedness; but the Scriptures also reveal that He promises mercy and forgiveness 

to all those who seek Him in spirit and truth. Because God is always near and always can be 

found, the emphasis falls upon the present time as the time to seek him. This is not something to 

be put off or postponed; if we procrastinate, then we continue to walk in the ways of sin, which 

is, after all, the only alternative to the seeking of Jehovah. The significance is that now is the 



time of salvation. Christ Himself says in John 12:35: "Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness 

come upon you." And in II Corinthians 6:2 we read, “Behold, now is the accepted time, now is 

the day of salvation.” Our calling is thus to seek Jehovah always. Seeking Him is not a part-time 

activity, something we do just on Sundays, or something that must characterize only some of our 

activities. We are called to seek him always and in all things. 

But we must focus on just one aspect of this seeking, that is, that calling to seek Him in 

our spiritual activities. But what are they? All activities should in a general sense be spiritual, of 

course; they must be God-glorifying. But the plain fact is that not all activities have primarily a 

spiritual purpose. We have many other purposes as well, such as working or having fun. And 

there is nothing wrong with these, either. But we are concerned with spiritual activities, which 

are those activities in which we concentrate our minds and efforts and purposes only toward 

spiritual ends and goals. They are activities in which we devote ourselves to seeking Jehovah to 

the exclusion of all else, those in which we praise God, seek our needs from Him, learn about 

Him and from His Word, go to Him in repentance or in thanksgiving, those in which we seek to 

grow in the grace and knowledge of Him. Practically, these are activities such as divine worship, 

prayer, catechism, Young Peoples’ Society, or other church or school functions, and even 

conventions and convention speeches. In these activities we are called to seek Jehovah. 

That means that when we engage in these spiritual activities that we seek Him. We are 

not concerned first of all with what we can get out of a spiritual activity, are not worried first of 

all about our own good or benefit. This is too much the attitude today. The attitude is usually, 

"What’s in it for me?” But we are concerned first of all with praising Jehovah. That means that 

we ask the question, “How can I best glorify Jehovah in this spiritual activity?” If we do that, 

then we truly seek the Lord. 

This means also that spiritual activities must be the center of our lives. It is not enough to 

say that when we engage in them we must seek the Lord; we must engage in them in such a way 

that they are the very heart of our existence. And that, all too often, is not the case. As pointed 

out before, it certainly characterizes the world that they have no time for spiritual activities or 

seeking Jehovah, though there seems to be time for everything else under the sun. And we, 

especially as young people, are susceptible to that thinking also. So often we have no time for 

spiritual things, or at least think that we have no time. Catechism preparation, young peoples 

preparation— it all goes by the board. Church and speeches are dull, boring, not really worth the 

time and effort they require. But such an attitude in sinful, for it is a case of not putting first 

things first. Our calling is to make our spiritual activities the center of our lives. We have gotten 

away from that far too much in our modern world, because the church is not nearly the center of 

all life that it used to be; no one seems to have time for church-related functions anymore, so 

deeply are we involved in our busy everyday lives. But it remains our calling to seek Jehovah 

first. That means that there is nothing that is more important than truly spiritual activities, and 

that there is for the Christian no such thing as not having time for them or not being interested in 

them. Remember that principle in your lives, especially in the coming catechism and society 

season— seek Jehovah first and foremost in all things—that is your calling now and always. 

III. Seeking how? 

The answer of the text is by calling upon Him. That means prayer first of all. Prayer is 

communication with our covenant God; it means that we as His covenant servants call upon him 

as our covenant Father in heaven. In that prayer we call upon Jehovah; literally, we call Him, that 

is, call Him by His name. We do so in order not only to thank Him for all His blessings to us, 

especially the blessing of redemption, but also to request from Him all of our needs, both 



physical and spiritual. This prayer is central in the life of the Christian, for the truth is that God 

always gives us what we need in the way of our asking. Understand well. He does not give us 

what we need because we ask Him, but in the way of our asking. Nor does he always give us 

what we want, for want and need are two very different things. Besides, prayer is very necessary 

in this wicked world. We as the people of God are called to fight the battle of faith, and that we 

cannot do without His strength to remain steadfast as His people. Also that strength He gives in 

the way of our asking for it in prayer. Prayer is therefore essential and central for the Christian. It 

is the primary spiritual activity in which all of us, especially young people, must engage. 

Particularly you as young people often face more temptations and have a harder battle to fight 

than many of the rest of us, not only because of your youth, but also because of your position of 

having a great deal of contact with the world around you. Prayer is thus most necessary for you. 

But what is true of prayer must be true of all spiritual activities, that is, they must be 

characterized by seeking Jehovah. We must bear in mind that all spiritual activities, such as 

church, catechism, young peoples’, etc., are not just social functions or a chance to meet some 

people and have a good time, but that they have a spiritual purpose. In all of these activities, 

therefore, just as with prayer, we are called to seek Jehovah. 

And such seeking implies growth in grace and knowledge, learning and advancement in 

the cause and understanding of the truth. It is a principle of the Christian life that it is never 

static, but always dynamic—changing, growing, improving. In order that it may be such, it is 

necessary for us to make full use of every spiritual opportunity that we have as young people. 

This means that we study, prepare, listen, read, learn, question, discuss, participate in these 

activities. Do not forget that the increase of knowledge means the increase of faith, for the 

content of the faith of the Scriptures is knowledge; we must know what we believe before we can 

believe it. If we do these things, then the result will be not only that we grow in knowledge, but 

also in grace and the life of sanctification; we will know how to live, and by the power of God's 

grace actually do live as His people in the midst of the sin-darkened world. And as we do that, 

we will increase in both our desire and our ability to seek Jehovah as we are called to do, and 

strive for his kingdom in Christ. 

And then the promise of the prophet is also ours. As Isaiah says in the very next verse, we 

shall receive Jehovah's grace abundantly. He will have mercy upon us, and abundantly pardon 

our sins; He will assure us that we are partakers of His glorious kingdom which is typically 

described in the last part of this chapter. And no wonder, for in seeking we shall also find him, 

who as our faithful covenant Jehovah keepeth covenant and mercy even to a thousand 

generations. All of this is ours in the way of our seeking it. As we fulfill our calling to seek Him, 

especially in our spiritual activities, he causes His blessing to rest upon us; He gives us 

increasing desire and ability to seek Him and to know Him, for even our seeking comes from 

Him by the power of the grace of Christ. 

Seek ye Jehovah, then, in your spiritual activities, while He may be found, and call ye 

upon Him while He is near. For God’s promise is: He that seeketh shall surely find, and he that 

calleth upon Him shall surely receive answer in grace, both now in this life, and even unto life 

everlasting. 
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