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When I lived near the Rocky Mountains I looked forward to my occasional fishing trips 

in the mountain rivers of Colorado. Although I never caught many fish, I enjoyed the quiet 

beauty around me, and often fished on a large rock in the middle of a mountain stream. I often 

thought of all the years that rock had been ravaged by the elements, and yet had stood steadfastly 

unmoved. I noticed that the rock, even though smooth and worn because of the constant 

pounding of the water, was the one stationary object amid all the motion of the river. This was 

especially impressed on me when various things like minnow buckets or packages of fish hooks 

would slip off the rock, and to my dismay quickly disappear. Along with the leaves and pine 

cones they rushed madly in the current until they either sunk or were flung up on the river bank. 

I thought how this picture could be applied to the lives of men in the world today, and 

especially to the lives of young people. There are “currents” in the world today — the current of 

lawlessness, the currents of fashion, the current leading away from the churches of our fathers to 

the “churches” of the world today, the current away from the institution of marriage — to name 

just a few. We can find today those who stand solid in the midst of these currents, and 

regrettably, those who are swept away with them as the leaf. 

Young men and women of God, which are you? Are you as the rock, grounded on your 

faith in Christ and His Word, or are you as the minnow bucket, being tossed about in the current 

on your way to ruin? When you are confronted with these currents, do you drift along with them? 

If you do, you find that soon you are rushing along wildly with all the other rubble in the river, 

and that you cannot easily escape those turbulent waters. Then in the middle of trouble, you long 

to be as that rock which stands unhurt by those waters. 

Oh, how clearly God can speak to us in His creation! We see in our picture that there are 

but two possibilities — utter ruin, or safety. We all, whether young or old, are called upon to 

stand everyday as the rock. We find that this is so hard to do, because when we do not join those 

who are swept along with those currents we are ridiculed and scorned by those about us. And 

sometimes we are faced with this even when we are with fellow members of the church. How we 

are hurt if even they scorn us for not following along! We feel for a moment a little of the despair 

that Elijah felt when he said, “It is enough, now let me die". 

Remember though the answer of God to Elijah that there were yet seven thousand in 

Israel who had not bowed the knee to Baal. Perhaps we like Elijah must seek those people of 

God for our companions. Then too, we better leave those who desire the music of the world, or 

who live the life of the drunken fool, or those who leave their homes to live in “freedom” away 

from the restraints of parents and church. But leave them with the figure that we have illustrated 

here, and show them that unless they change, they are on their way to ruin. And seek those, who, 

even when faced with the currents of the day, can stand, grounded firm and deep as the rock. 

Then, walking in the fear of the Lord, and being constant in prayer, you will be blessed, and 

God’s name will be glorified. 
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