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Beacon Lights is now in its 36th year of publication. It has continued to shed its beacon 

of light on the paths of our Protestant Reformed young people. 

Each month approximately 750 issues are mailed. The bulk of these are sent to 

subscribers in the United States. It is sent as far west as Australia and as far east as India. 

Many people contribute many man hours to complete and get each issue out on time. 

These include everyone from editors and rubric authors to subscription managers and mailers. 

Each doing their part, each contributing of their time and resources for the benefit of the youth of 

the church. 

Let me take a few lines to give you a “tour” of what goes on. We begin with the staff 

meeting. The editor and staff meet once per month to plan one issue. The issue being planned is 

usually 4 or 5 months away yet. At the meeting topics for feature articles are thought of and 

likely authors are selected. Problems are discussed and new ideas are formulated to better the 

publication. 

Thirty days prior to the month the issue is to come out, articles from the various authors 

are expected to be in the editor’s hands. The articles received must be proof read for grammatical 

errors as well as for content. 

The corrected manuscripts are then sent to type-setting. Once type-set they must be once 

again proofread. They are then laid out and "pasted up” to fit actual page size. Beacon Lights is 

now a magazine in the rough. 

From type-setting the master copy is sent to printing. Here each page is reproduced 

photographically onto a metal plate. This plate when placed in the press and inked, reproduces 

each letter as it comes in contact with the actual page and cover paper. It is then stapled, trimmed 

and ready for mailing. 

Each subscriber’s name and address is pressed onto a small metal tab. When combined 

with an appropriately sized frame, it is called an Addressograph plate. These plates are placed in 

the Addressograph machine and each Beacon Lights is place in the machine to receive its proper 

address. They are then bundled according to Zip Code and are finally mailed. 

This though is only the mechanics of it. We have not mentioned the hours spent in 

producing each article. The thought, research and typing of them by each author. And this is 

really the heart of it, its’ true content, through these articles the shedding of the Beacon Light of 

the truth on every area of life 

As the first editorial in 1941 stated “Read and reread it, ponder upon its content, turning 

them over in your mind to formulate your own opinions.... Discuss it with your friends and get 

them interested. Learn to use it to your best advantage.” You will gain much and lose nothing if 

you follow that advice. 

Prof. H. C. Hoeksema made this statement in Beacon Light once “(it) should be an all 

around magazine for Prot. Ref. youth. But let it never lose its fundamental aim of shedding the 

beacon light of our Prot. Refd. truth, the true and complete doctrine of salvation, upon the path of 

life. For if that aim should be forgotten, it would become a beacon without any light.” 

Let our prayer be that God will continue to use this means for the Instruction and 

edification of His church. 
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