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Introduction. 

A. The Christian’s life must be antithetical in all that he does. 

1. This is true also in dating and marriage. 

2. Thus it is proper for Christian young people to discuss this matter as part of their lives 

as children of God’s covenant. 

B. The subject can very well be treated in connection with the theme of the convention. 

1. We are called to "seek the Lord” in all our life. 

2. We are called therefore to "seek the Lord” also in dating. 

I. Because dating and marriage stand closely connected, we must say a few words about 

marriage first of all. 

A. It was instituted by God in Paradise, and is rooted in the creation ordinance. 

1. God created Eve for Adam to make Adam’s life complete. 

a. Thus Eve was a wife who could truly be a help-meet (fitted) for Adam. Gen. 2:20-

25. 

b. But the marriage of Adam and Eve was also for the propagation of the human 

race. Gen. 1:28. 

2. Marriage always remains rooted in the creation ordinance, even though sin has 

entered the world. 

a. Thus even outside the Church of Christ in the world, there is always the marriage 

relationship which must be maintained inviolate. 

b. The laws of God respecting the sanctity of the marriage relationship must be 

observed, or judgment results. 

B. Nevertheless, within the sphere of grace, marriage, after the fall, becomes a picture of the 

relationship between Christ and His Church. Cf. Eph. 5:22-33. 

1. This is possible only within the sphere of the grace of God in Christ. 

a. I.e., this relationship is possible only when those married are children of God. 

b. The relationship has been corrupted by sin, but it has been redeemed by Christ. 

  2.  Thus, when two believers are married in the Lord, they become “one flesh." 

a. They are one spiritually. 

1) This is the basic union of marriage. 

2) They are both one in Christ, saints and believers standing in a higher and 

 everlasting relationship of grace, brother and sister in Christ. 

    3) They are thus one in faith, one in hope, one in calling. 

   b. They are one psychologically. 

1) Just as the mind and will of Christ become the mind and will of the Church, so 

do husband and wife become one in mind and will. 

2) Their thoughts and desires are one, for they are united in Christ. 

   c. They are one physically. 

1) In the begetting of children. 

2) These children are begotten after the image on their parents. 

II. The relationship to dating. 

A. What Scripture has to say on this subject. 



1. In general. 

a. In Biblical times there was no dating such as we know it today. 

1) Especially in Old Testament times, the parents chose the mates for their 

children. 

2)  And even in New Testament times, when children had some voice in the 

matter, parents still made the final decision. 

b. But Scripture considered betrothal so important that it could be broken only by a 

legal divorce. 

c. The Scriptures emphasize throughout the holiness and importance of marriage and 

preparation for marriage. 

2. More specifically: 

a. Parents were deeply interested in godly mates for their children. Genesis 24; 

26:34; 35; 27:46; 28:1-5. 

b. The concern of godly people throughout the Old Testament was marriage and 

children for the purpose of bringing forth the Christ. 

B. From all this we may deduce various truths. 

1.  God still brings two people together. As our marriage form puts it: "...witnessing 

thereby that he doth yet as with his hand bring unto every man his wife.” 

a. God does this in a variety of different ways, but those who are conscious of this 

can often look back at God’s providential guidance to bring them together. 

b. The point is that God has already determined who our partner in life shall be. 

1) It remains for us to learn the will of God in this respect. 

2) This must be the goal and purpose of dating. 

  2. In close connection with this, dating must also be for the purpose of preparation for 

marriage. 

a. When two find that it is God's will that they marry they seek to prepare for their 

coming marriage. 

b. Especially if the unity of marriage is a picture of Christ and His Church, such 

preparation is with that goal in mind. 

c. Thus they must seek to know each as much as possible that they may make their 

marriage what it ought to be. 

III. Thus the character of dating is determined. 

A. There are several truths which are negative in character which follow from what was said. 

1. It is possible to begin dating too young. 

a. What is a proper age to begin dating? 

b. What dangers follow from dating too early? 

2. It is possible to date for wrong reasons. 

a. May one date “to play the field?” 

b. May dating be only to have a good time? 

c. Ought dating always to be to seek for a marriage partner? 

3. It is possible to date those who are not one in the faith with us. 

a. May we date others outside our Churches? 

b. If we do, ought we to date anyone? Does Paul’s injunction in II Cor. 6:14-18 

apply here? 

c. If we do, what ought to be our goal? 

B. Positively, we ought to remember the following: 

1. Dating is not something frivolous, meaningless, a game to be played. It is serious, 



important, and has great consequences for life. 

a. Thus we ought to seek the Lord’s will so that we know that He directs us to the 

one whom He has chosen. 

b. We ought to do this prayerfully and in full consciousness of our calling to do His 

will. 

c. What role ought parents to play in the choice of a mate? 

2. Although one can and ought to have a good time dating, the real goal must be to learn 

whom God wills to be our life-time partner in marriage. 

3. There are rules of Christian conduct in dating. 

a. Above all, young couples must keep themselves pure. 

b. Boys must treat girls with respect and proper regard for their place in God’s 

covenant. 

c. How far should parents set up rules to control dating? 
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