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In keeping with the central theme of the 1977 Convention, I want to consider with you 

the idea of stewardship. If we are to seek the Lord, then most certainly we must do this in all that 

we are and in all that we have. 

I submit the following outline not as an exhaustive presentation but as a study guide to 

stimulate you in your thinking and discussion of this topic. 

 

I. The underlying principles. 

A. We must begin with the absolute ownership of God. 

1. This is true according to creation. 

a. In the beginning God made the heavens and the earth and all that in them is. 

1) They were eternally in His conception and counsel. 

2) By the creative word God gives a dependent existence to the whole creation. 

3) That which has its origin in God is most certainly His. 

   b. The Bible speaks of this repeatedly: 

1) Ps. 24:1, ‘‘The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof; the world and they 

that dwell therein.” 

2) Ps. 50:10, "For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a 

thousand hills.” 

3) Is. 66:1, “...The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; ...for all 

those things hath my hand made....saith the Lord.” 

c. We are instructed in this in the two beautiful L.D.'s on God the Father. (L.D. 9 & 

10). 

2. Not only is God's ownership absolute but also all-comprehensive. 

   a. Simple truth is that nothing can exist apart from Him. 

1) The existence of all is dependent. 

2) God must continue to speak the creative word in order to uphold and sustain 

all things. (Heb. 1:3) 

3) This is true re our person and belongings. 

a) “For in him we live, and move, and have our being...” Acts 17:28 

b) And God is the Giver of every good and perfect gift. 

b. How well David understood this: I Chron. 29:12-14, “Both riches and honour 

come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thy hand is power and might; and 

in thy hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all.... But who am I, and 

what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort?” 

B. Derivative from this is a relative ownership. 

1. God makes this clear, for example, in the 8th commandment. 

a. We must respect the property and possessions of others. 

1) So that I may not steal or defraud. 

2) No, we may not even covet that which is not ours. 

b. Because God doles out according to the measure He sees fit. 

1) As He is the Lord and Master of all things. 

2) So He places the creation under the responsibility of the creature. 



a) Made plain already in Paradise; Adam was the friend-servant of God 

(Gen. 1:28). 

b) Christ pointed this out in the parable of “The Talents" (Matt. 25:14ff., cf. 

Mysteries of the Kingdom by Prof. Hanko, pp. 287ff.) 

2. This brings us to the idea of stewardship. 

a. A steward is one who must give account to his lord. 

1) He is a manager, supervisor and administrator of that which belongs to his 

master. 

a) He is entrusted with a certain portion of his master’s goods. 

b) And is held accountable for them. 

2) There comes a time when the master says to his steward, "What have you 

done with my goods?” 

  b. So it is with us who are Christians; God makes us stewards. 

1) He has given to us life. Life has a purpose! 

2) He has given unto us talents. Talents must be exhausted! 

3) He has given to us wealth and possessions. These must support the cause of the 

Kingdom! 

II. The practice of Christian stewardship. 

A. Has to be rooted in the confession that we are not our own. 

1. An unbeliever can never be a proper steward. 

   a. Because; 

1) He does not confess God as the sole proprietor of all things. 

2) He does not deal with the responsibility he has before God. 

3) He thinks that he can do what he pleases for his wellbeing. 

b. “(They) serve the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.’’ 

(Rom. 1:25) 

2. But we confess the 1st L.D. of the Heidelberg Catechism! 

a. That I am not my own, but belong to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ Who has 

bought me with His precious blood. 

1) “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 

your spirit, which are God’s." (I Cor. 6:20) 

2) He is Lord and with Paul we must not hesitate to call ourselves the slaves of 

Christ. 

b. The Holy Spirit Who gives me this confession, “...makes me sincerely willing 

and ready, henceforth, to live unto Him." 

B. How does this work out practically? 

  1. We first have to deal with our own person. 

   a. God has made us persons and particular individuals. 

1) Each of us have strengths and weaknesses, assets and liabilities. 

2). Our talents are not all the same. 

3) We must honestly evaluate ourselves before God! 

b. And search out His will, prayerfully, as to how He would use us in His service. 

1) Then we may not minimize, nor may we be lazy. We may not take the path of 

least resistance. 

2) Remember, a slave seeks only the welfare of his Master never self. 

  2. And what about all that we have? 



   a. In the old dispensation God taught His people to tithe. 

1) They were to give l/10th and if they held back they robbed the Lord. (Mai. 

3:8-10) 

2) But that was only a picture. 

A) The 1/10th was symbolic of the whole. It showed them that all they had 

belonged rightfully to the Lord. 

b) We must not be legalistic! Everything must be used to His glory. 

c) Paul tells us that we must give as the Lord prospers us and as we purpose 

in our hearts. (I Cor. 16:2, II Cor. 9:7) 

b. “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as 

good stewards of the manifold grace of God....That God in all things may be 

glorified through Jesus Christ, to who be praise and dominion for ever and ever. 

Amen." (I Peter 4:10 & 11) 
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