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“...giving honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel.” I Peter 3:7b 

It’s the season of the year for weddings. Spring is in the air, warmth in the smiling sun; 

after ‘ages’ of ice and dismal rain. The birds, the creatures of swamp and woods, all creation 

sings in joy—a picture of the Rainbow promise of new life shaking off the icy clutches of sterile 

death. Perhaps it is you yourself who looks forward to a wedding. Ah, but we all do, 

spiritually...the wedding of the Church and the Lamb; is it not so? 

I’m asking you to visualize, in your mind’s eye, some memorable wedding you have 

witnessed. Remember? The candles flicker; the flowers, arched in lush and colorful tribute, are 

poised ready to embrace the scene about to begin. The groom stands expectant. There is a pause. 

Then, with trumpet tones, the organ announces the triumphant entry of the bride. All turn to face 

her; the congregation rises. The groom beholds her stately approach. The bride is coming! 

Now, the groom; what is going on in his heart as he gazes at the unexpected and 

astonishing beauty of his wife to be? At this precise moment, we glimpse that elusive something: 

honor. Here is his bride, the weaker vessel, arrayed in shimmering white apparel. In his heart he 

truly honors her. We, the congregation, witnessing her slow march to the altar, seeing past this to 

the eternal symbol, honor her also. For, in one brief moment, we catch a glimpse of all church 

history. 

Obviously, however, all of life is not spent by flickering candle-light, in the solemn hush 

of the cathedral. Who is the creature, whom we have seen as an ideal symbol? She is, very 

simply, the “weaker vessel.” But, we hastily add, not just any weaker vessel. She is a vessel of 

honor, a spiritual daughter of Abraham!! She is one of God’s chosen saints, an elect child of 

God; placed by the Father, in a unique place in history, with a calling to seek the Kingdom of 

God and His righteousness. 

Furthermore, she is a delicate individual vessel, formed on God's wheel at a specific 

moment in time but conceived of eternally! She is, therefore, beautiful. Every grain, every 

contour, every luster, and every dull spot has been eternally in His mind. Moreover, He will 

continue to shape, lift, and polish her in accordance with His eternal decrees. At some time, also, 

He will put her in the intense heat of His ovens, burning away the dross and turning the dull clay 

into glittering crystal; and, finally, He will reach in and place her in her honored place in His 

eternal temple. She is an honored vessel. 

She is the weaker vessel. That means that, mentally, emotionally, physically, and 

spiritually, she is weaker. She is more delicate. She is subject to fluctuations and cycles beyond 

her control. It is not her calling to be the bold spokesman of God’s Church, or to go forth as a 

warrior of the Truth. And yet, paradoxically, she is the help meet, the prop as it were, for the 

man. She is one of those weak things which God has chosen "...to confound the wise.” 

As to weakness, certainly there have been exceptions—the Debora’s. But they prove the 

rule. In the matchless wisdom of God, woman is not only the carrier of the unborn elect: but also, 

because of the very fact of her weakness, she is God's fitting picture of the Church in this world. 

Woman’s weakness typifies the sinner’s utter dependence upon the Saviour! Yet, in this 

weakness, she is co-heir of the Kingdom and holder of the triple office of all believers. Though 

she may not be a spokesman of the Church, she is, nevertheless, called as Prophet. As Priest, she 

brings her petitions to the Father’s throne. As King, she teaches her young, and, under her 



husband, rules over them. She opens and interprets to them. These children, warns Solomon, are 

not to despise the teaching of their mothers. Mothers, says Moses, speaking God’s 

commandment, are to be honored. 

What is honor? What does it mean to honor the woman? Is it the chivalrous code of the 

Crusaders which idealized womanhood above the station of man, and which nourished the 

worship of the virgin Mary? Think of the thousands who lived and died with this false concept! 

Think of the battles and histories changed because of this false concept. This was not honor as 

God demands it. It was idolatry. 

Then, is honor the treatment of women as equals? Today’s equal rights exponents would 

say so. But this opposite swing of the pendulum is an equally distorted notion. It does not honor 

women; it profanes her. Neither of these two extremes will do because they are man-made 

(person made?). 

No!! True honor means a recognition and appreciation of God’s office for any saint. We 

honor the elders because God has positioned them to rule the Church. We honor the minister 

because God has called and qualified him to bubble over with the spiritual food and drink for the 

Church. We honor a person because and when we recognize God’s work in him or her. 

How important is it to honor the woman? Moses sinned with his anger against God's 

people. Moses dishonored those sinful saints in his heart and showed it openly in his anger. He 

despised and belittled God’s work. He failed at that moment to give honor to God’s work in His 

people, His Bride. Be warned of that in your treatment of God’s image bearers. The command 

for men to honor their wives is not casual, made in passing. It is a very important command! 

When dealing with God’s children, beware. Handle with respect; handle with honor. Husbands, 

remember Moses. 

Yes, it is husbands addressed here. And this is the hardest part for me to write, being a 

woman; for I am placed in the unenviable position of interpreting words addressed to men. 

Husbands, search your own souls subjectively. What did you mean when you promised to honor 

your wife? Face that question. I can’t presume to think for you. I only point to the Scripture and, 

perhaps, encourage you to examine your own life to see if you have attempted to fulfill your 

vows. 

Did you honor your wife, in your soul, when you said those words? Have you learned 

more about honoring her as you have lived with her? Or, have you forgotten the vow? Some do; 

even in the Church. 

Have you treated her as a mere convenient body-servant? Have you separated yourself, 

made yourself independent of her for your own private time of leisure and sport in this pleasure-

obsessed world? Have you taught your children that you really don’t hold her in very much 

respect? Yes; I did say, and I do mean, taught them! Have you belittled her in word, or in 

attitude? (Beware...dishonor is a catching disease.)* 

On the other hand, have you treated her as Christ does His Church? That’s really the 

touch-stone question. Have you cherished her? Valued her? Cultivated her? Appreciated her? 

Honored her? — This is the husband’s calling. Difficult? Impossible! But, magnificent! And, 

how Christ-like!!! 

Now, to the conclusion: the why of it. Why must the weaker vessel be honored? 

We must honor the Godly wife because: First, she is co-heir of the Promise. Secondly, 

because she is mother in Israel. She is a vessel prepared in God’s kiln to bear, to tend, and to 

nurture His little ones. To teach their lisping lips to pray. To inspire them to holiness. To teach 

them about repentance, forgiveness, obedience, and thankfulness. God has called her, and fits her 



for this labor. She is to serve, and, gladly wear herself out in that service for God's little children. 

What a Christ-like calling! Small wonder that she is to be honored!!! 

Finally, the wife is to be honored because she is God’s own chosen symbol of the Church 

in this world. Look at her! Imperfect. Blemished. Full of shortcomings. Weak. Fearful. But, 

“arrayed in the robe of Christ’s own righteousness.” God's handiwork! The gift of the Father to 

the Son. Christ’s own object of Love. That is what the wife is a picture of; your wife. HONOR 

her. 

*We could well use an article written on the subject “Parents, Honor Teachers”; in this regard. 
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