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Fellowship with the Son of God in Christ is a reality for believers. This fellowship exists 

on the basis of a common property between the believers and the Son of God. These two have 

something “in common.” Strange, amazing, but true. The Church is one, a unity, a living, 

spiritual organism. The life of the Son of God in our flesh is the common property that unites the 

Church and its Head. The life of the Son of God in our flesh has been given us. The Christ by the 

Spirit given Him hath regenerated us. He hath made us alive spiritually and ethically. Christ hath 

given to us life eternal (John 10:28). This life is not that we share the essential attributes of God; 

but that we share the ethical attributes of God in a creaturely measure. We are not infinite, 

independent, and almighty; but we are now holy, just, merciful, and possess true knowledge in a 

creaturely measure. Life eternal given to all the elect in Christ is that common principle which 

makes the Church and her Head a living spiritual organism. 

We were dead to sin, but now we are alive unto God (Rom. 6:11). Formerly, we were 

guilty and under the curse of God, having no right to His fellowship. We were ethically unholy, 

wicked, children of our father the devil, enemies of God. But now we are in Christ’s blood 

justified, and we know that we are justified through faith in Jesus. We are now regenerated and 

sanctified in heart, mind and will, and thus able to serve and love our God according to the 

dictates of His Word. Through faith in Christ we died unto sin once in order that we should live 

unto God forever. Christ’s life hath been freely given us on the basis of His shed blood. 

Fellowship presupposes this common principle of life. How can two walk together lest 

they be agreed? Our fellowship with the Son of God issues forth from a common likeness. We 

have been in principle made like unto the image of the Son of God. 

What is fellowship? It is to share in a common activity. Persons who are ethically one 

perform the same ethical activity and share in this activity. The primary activity in fellowship is 

speech. The Son of God speaks to us the truth of His Word, and we receive it with joy. The 

sheep hear His voice...know Him and obey Him. The Son of God commands that we walk in the 

ways of God and we pray for the strength to do His will. We also speak to Him for we come in 

prayer with the “burden of our sin,” and we receive the Word of the gospel that our sins are 

forgiven us...go and sin no more. We come to Him in prayer concerning all our physical and 

spiritual needs and the Son of God hears and provides. Fellowship is speech or a conversing of 

those ethically one. Our fellowship with God in Christ is only through His Word. This fellowship 

is initiated by God. He hath spoken al mightily. We heard for He gave us ears to hear and minds 

to understand. The content of this speech or communication is the Word of God. Thus, where 

one does not receive the truth of the Word, there is no possibility of fellowship with the Son of 

God in our flesh. 

Fellowship with the Son of God presupposes separation. Fellowship with God requires 

separation from sin through repentance. God calls the dead elect sinner “out of’ spiritual death 

and out of the fellowship of sin and Satan. Doing so, God calls His own into the Fellowship of 

His Son. The believer leaves one sphere principally and enters another. One cannot live in sin 

and still have fellowship with the Son of God, for fellowship with the Son of God in our flesh is 

in holiness. Fellowship with the Son presupposes a faithful, upright walk. The friend of God is 

necessarily the enemy of the world. The friend of the world is necessarily an enemy of God. 

Fellowship with the risen Christ always implies and requires an antithetical walk. In fellowship 



with the Christ we say "yes” when God says yes, and "no” when God says no. In fellowship with 

the Son of God we are of the party of the living God. We love Him, we love His Word, we are, 

in short, one with Him ethically. 

This fellowship with the Son of God occasions, though it does not cause, the scorn, 

ridicule and hatred of unbelieving persons. Wherever the life of the resurrected Christ becomes 

manifest in the activity of His people, there the children of darkness cry out, “away with Him.” 

They in whom Christ dwells by His Spirit must bear the wrath and indignation of those who are 

at enmity with God. Thus, the believer has fellowship in the sufferings of Christ Jesus. 

We have an ever blessed covenant fellowship with God through His Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

Because God calls a plurality of persons in the fellowship of His Son, these believers 

have fellowship one with another. They who receive the Word spoken by the Son have 

fellowship together. This fellowship of the saints is a most blessed reality. Believers have 

fellowship in the truth of the Word. Because the saints share the same spiritual calling, the same 

hope of glory, the same faith, the same sorrow for sin, the same love of God...thus they have 

fellowship together, personally sharing in this multifaceted spiritual activity. 

The saints are an innumerable host, as many as the stars of heaven for multitude...but 

only as they are viewed from the perspective of the totality as they are finally gathered by the 

Son of God. In the world, at any one time, the saints are always “few in number.” They always 

constitute a remnant according to election. Compared to the multitudes of unbelievers, the saints 

are as a little flock. But though they be few in number, they are never alone. God always 

preserves to Himself a remnant...the seven thousand. These saints seek one another, and having 

found each other, they rejoice in the common bond of faith and love towards God. They share "a 

common life principle,” and thus have fellowship in their mutual love of and obedience to God’s 

Word. 

Through this fellowship, God’s people strengthen one another spiritually. With God’s 

Word they mutually rebuke, correct, encourage, comfort, and instruct themselves. Always it is a 

mutual commitment to God's Word that unites believers and characterizes their “uniform" walk. 

However, sin unrepented of disrupts this fellowship among the saints. Sin works 

devastation and havoc. Sin in doctrinal matter, as well as sin on an inter-personal and private 

level, works this devastation. False doctrine is sin, and where persons hold to false doctrine of 

necessity complete fellowship is disrupted between themselves and those who are faithful to the 

Word. Until the unfaithful repent, full communion and fellowship is precluded. The love of the 

truth of the Word precludes full communion or fellowship with those who have corrupted the 

Word. 

Inter-personal sins of lying, deceit, pride, selfishness, etc., also disrupt the fellowship of 

saints. We often commit these sins against one another when we trample underfoot the command 

of Christ to esteem the brother more highly than ourselves. Usually we place a great emphasis 

upon doctrinal purity as a basis for the fellowship of the saints. This emphasis is proper and 

necessary in these days of apostasy. But we often overlook the sins of pride and self-seeking 

which disrupt the fellowship and create offense in the church just as surely as doctrinal impurity. 

Theoretically, the inter-personal walk and conversation of God’s people will reflect a 

faithfulness in doctrine. Doctrine is first...the walk follows. True doctrinal faithfulness requires 

that each individual saint consciously lives in the spirit of repentance and confession of his sins 

with respect to his brother or sister in the church. We must remember, however, that to live in sin 

over against the brother is itself a manifestation of doctrinal unfaithfulness. One cannot live in 



the sin of pride, let us say for example, and then claim to be doctrinally sound without making 

his doctrinal commitment only a hollow abstraction. This spiritual incongruity often 

characterizes our life. Let us not revel in being Reformed in doctrine unless we also strive in 

humility and repentance to remove the offenses our inter-personal sins cause. 

Sin disrupts the fellowship of the saints. Sin creates an offense. The offense created by 

self-seeking and pride is not removed merely by praying, "Father forgive.” We must learn also to 

say in the humility of Christ, “brother, forgive me for the sin I committed against you.” As 

fellow saints, who only in principle are partakers of the life of Christ Jesus, we must exercise a 

mutual watch and care over one another. In the love of our fellow believers, we are to demand of 

each other an upright walk. Without this mutual concern for the spiritual walk and well-being of 

one another, sin will live in the church unrebuked, creating untold dissension. But where saints in 

love exercise a mutual watch and care for each other, there the church spiritually blossoms and 

prospers. We need it. We must therefore perform this labor in love and kindness. 

The fellowship of the saints in the truth of God’s Word is delicate, beautiful, and 

remarkably strengthening; but it is preserved only by praying for one another and confessing our 

sins one to another. May God give us grace unto that end. 

Heaven will be wondrously blessed in this regard. We will never sin against the Son nor 

against the brethren. In glory there will be most perfect fellowship issuing forth from a perfect 

oneness of ethical life and activity. God, who hath now called us into the fellowship of His Son, 

will then have perfected within us the marvelous work of His grace whereby He hath made us 

partakers of life everlasting as it is found in Christ alone. 
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