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Tests!! 

Tests aren’t always favorite occasions for us, are they? We like to talk about tests, but we 

scarcely like to take them. 

But tests are necessary. Tests are necessary in school to determine how well we are 

learning our subjects. They are equally important in life to determine how well we are living our 

lives before God. 

And that is the purpose of this article. Through four tests, this article hopes to challenge 

each of us to face the question of how well we are living before God in the light of what we 

believe. 

The subject which we are testing is this: Godly knowledge. Throughout history, a 

pendulum has swung back and forth within the church, with groups of people first clamoring for 

Knowledge! Knowledge! while ignoring the lives of God's people. In reaction, other groups have 

clamored Experience! Experience! while ignoring the knowledge or doctrine on which this 

experience must be based. 

The Bible, however never separates these two. In the Bible, head knowledge and life 

belong together. It says we DIE if we lack either one of these two. Read these verses: 

Hosea 4:6. “My people are destroyed FOR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE.’’ Hosea 4:14. “The 

people that DOTH NOT UNDERSTAND shall fall.” Romans 6:23. “The wages OF SIN is 

death." 

Most readers of the Beacon Lights know this. That is, we know that we need both 

knowledge and a Godly life. Our danger, however, is that we LOSE this. We can lose this by 

losing either our knowledge or our practice of it in any of four areas. And so these tests are 

designed to challenge whether we truly have both sides of the swinging pendulum, both true 

knowledge and true Godly living. Take the tests...take them seriously. Test yourself...and your 

friends...and your whole church. 

On each test, give yourself 10 points for each correct answer. 

100% means, “I am living Biblically here.” 

90% means, “I need improvement here.” 

80% means, “I’m no example to follow here.” 

70% means, “I’m almost failing here.” 

Lower yet means, “I’d better wake up fast!" 

Test 1: Do I Believe that knowledge is important? 

___1. Do I think that church and preaching are important? 

___2. Do I think Bible study is important? 

___3. Do I think that what my church teaches is right? 

___4. Do I think churches should preach doctrine? 

___5. Do I think that catechism is necessary training? 

___6. Do I think parents should instruct their children? 

___7. Do I think Scripture memorization is valuable? 

___8. Do I believe churches should have creeds? 

___9. Do I secretly scorn the person who carries his Bible? 

___10. Do I accept as true what the Scriptures say? 



(Answers should all be “yes" except for number 9.) 

 ___________SCORE  

Test 1 tests our THOUGHTS on the matter of acquiring Godly knowledge. If we fail 

here, we may as well forget the rest, for how shall we ever practice what we don’t feel is 

important? 

Assuming, however, that we pass this test, we go on. Test 2 tests our practice of 

ACQUIRING Godly knowledge. 

Test 2: Do I try to grow in knowledge? 

___1. Do I attend regularly the worship services? 

___2. Do I remember the sermon afterwards? 

___3. Do I carefully memorize catechism questions and answers? 

___4. Do I participate in Young People’s Society? 

___5. Do I take family devotions seriously? 

___6. Do I have daily private Bible study? 

___7. Do I attend Young People’s conventions (not just for fun)? 

___8. Do I know (somewhat, anyway) the church creeds? 

___9. Do I read the Beacon Lights regularly, as well as The Standard Bearer and other books 

or magazines where I can grow in knowledge? 

___10. Do I discuss the sermons or other spiritual matters with friends (or at least try to)? 

(Answers should all be ‘‘Yes’’.) 

 ___________SCORE  

But KNOWLEDGE (Tests 1 and 2) is only half the story. Psalm 14:4 asks, “Have all the 

workers of iniquity no knowledge?’’ The implied answer is, “Of course they have knowledge, 

but they don’t USE that knowledge!’’ 

Living knowledge begins privately in the heart, before God. Is your knowledge a living 

knowledge? Take this test of your hidden self: 

Test 3: Do I have God's knowledge in my heart? 

___1. When I pray, do I honestly sorrow for sin? 

___2. Do I love to hear the preaching because it shows me myself? 

___3. When I hear someone swear, does it pain me inside? 

___4. Do I feel that Sunday is actually a rather dull day? 

___5. When my parents rebuke me, do I inwardly rebel? 

___6. Is there anyone whom I hope fails in life? 

___7. Do I enjoy, even a little, seeing a lustful picture? 

___8. When I sing, do I always sing God’s name meaningfully? 

___9. When I see another Christian sin, rather than gloat do I feel concern over the effects of 

that sin? 

  __10. Am I ever jealous of what my friends have—of their intelligence, or clothes, or good 

looks, or popularity, ...or of their ANYthing? 

(Answers 4,5,6,7 and 10 should be “No”.) 

 ___________SCORE  

But even this—true knowledge, truly in our hearts—is not the final test. We need true 

knowledge, truly in our hearts, manifested before men. This is Scripture! Read Romans 2:17-21a 

with a few small—and obvious—changes: 

“Behold, thou art called Protestant Reformed, and resist in thy knowledge, and makest 

thy boast of God,  



And knowest His will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed 

in doctrine; 

And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in 

darkness. 

An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of 

the truth. 

Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself?" 

The point is that knowledge is good if it is used, but is of absolutely no value—is rather, 

damning evidence—if we do not use it. 1 Corinthians 8:1 says it this way: 

“Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.” 

And then James, in the book dedicated to the proposition that knowledge alone is dead 

knowledge (the “Faith without works is dead” book), writes this: 

“Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? Let him shew out of a good 

conversation (that is, a good LIFE, CB) his works with meekness of wisdom.'' 

And so, Test 4 is deadly important. Take it, seriously. 

Test 4: Do I live my knowledge before men? 

___1. When in a restaurant, does it embarrass me to pray? 

___2. Do I apologize to others for our “strict” doctrines such as election and reprobation or 

"no divorce"? 

___3. Do I not swear myself and, further, rebuke swearing I hear? 

___4. If Monday’s school assignments are unfinished, will I use Sunday, God's day, to get 

them finished? 

___5. If I am caught speeding, do I laugh about it to others? 

___6. Do I watch T.V. programs for my own enjoyment even though these programs 

dishonor God? 

___7. Do I enjoy (or nonetheless smile at) off-color jokes? 

___8. Do I put in a full six days per week of hard, honest work? (Schoolwork is work, too!) 

___9. If someone tells me a derogatory rumor, do I reply by asking him whether he is 

speaking in love? 

___10. Do I give liberally but known only to God of my material goods to support Kingdom 

causes? 

(Answers 3, 8, 9 and 10 should be "Yes”.) 

 ___________SCORE  

Do you see the development of knowledge into true living in these series of tests? It's like 

this: 

1. I have to believe that knowledge is important. 

2. Believing this, I have to try to acquire knowledge. 

3. Acquiring knowledge is of no value unless it enters my heart. 

4. If knowledge lives in my heart, it must also show before men. 

This is the way in which Godly knowledge usually develops: conviction, acquisition, 

volition, and expression. And in this development we find rather than DEAD ORTHODOXY, 

LIVING KNOWLEDGE. 

What happens if we fail the tests? In other words, what is the result of dead orthodoxy, of 

having knowledge which we do not live? 

The Bible gives three results of dead orthodoxy. 

Result 1: The name of God is blasphemed. Hear the end of the passage from Romans 2: 



"Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God? 

For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written." 

Do you see what happens? The closer we are to true knowledge of God, the more our 

impure lives give rise to blasphemy of God by others. Knowledge without Godliness in life 

results in blasphemy! 

Result 2: We lose everything in our generations. 

Hosea 4:6. "Because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee...seeing thou hast 

forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children." 

Result 3: We ourselves are in danger of eternal judgment. 

Romans 1:28. "Even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave 

them over to a reprobate mind...” 

Hebrews 10:26-27. "If we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the 

truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment..." 

Forty questions, four tests...but these tests only scratch the surface of testing our hearts. 

The truth is we must give ourselves regular tests. We must try our hearts (or more accurately, see 

how GOD tries our hearts) each time we hear the preaching of the Word. We must be trying our 

hearts and lives at family devotions, at personal devotions. And each night before bed, we must 

kneel before God and test our lives by the Word we've heard in that day, thus in honesty asking 

God to test our lives. And, oh no, we won’t have any scores to brag about on these tests, not if 

we’re honest. But God will take those failing scores which we repent of, and to our astonishment 

His verdict on our lives will be 100%, SINLESS. That 100% SINLESS is God’s verdict as He 

sees us in Christ. Christ has fulfilled all the requirements of the test of righteousness for us! 

Christ now gives us the grace to begin living righteously before Him, honoring Him in This life 

on earth. 

Acquire knowledge, yes indeed. 

And then LIVE it, in our hearts and before men. 

In that way we are saved and God is glorified. 
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