
Dinah’s Debut 
Rev. Robert Harbach 

 

 “There are three things which are too wonderful for me, yea, four which I know not: the 

way of an eagle in the air, the way of a serpent upon a rock, the way of a ship in the midst of the 

sea, and the way of a man with a maid" (Prov. 30:18, 19). The way of an eagle in the air! When 

that mighty bird takes to wing and with great speed flies off to quickly become a tiny speck in 

the sky then to disappear altogether, who can trace its orbit or predict its direction and path? The 

serpent on a rock is not like one on sand, the path of which can be traced. But who can trace the 

approach of the serpent to and up onto the rock? Who can by sight or scent trace its direction of 

exit from the rock? The ship in the midst of the sea leaves a wake which quickly blends with the 

smoothness or the swells of the sea. The ship then drops over the horizon, leaving not a trace of 

whether it went either north, east, south, west, or to the bottom of the ocean. Then what of the 

way of a man with a maiden? What is the way of a man with a virgin? Sometimes it is in a sinful 

or immoral way. Of a woman associated with her husband, or even with a man not her husband, 

it may be said that we know what she in either case would probably do. But this maiden, or 

virgin, as the very word implies, is not a harlot, for everyone knows how such a woman would 

act in regard to “the way of a man". Yet who can tell whether a young virgin in her relations with 

a man will keep her virginity? Many a strong principled virgin has succumbed to the more 

dominating male personality. Dinah should have set her friends straight with words like these: “I 

charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem (of the land), by the gazelles and by the hinds of the 

field, that ye stir not up, nor awaken love till it please” (Song 2:7). 

"Dinah, the daughter of Leah, whom she bare unto Jacob, went out." Dinah is referred to 

as the daughter of Leah to bring to mind the mother's amazing boldness in intruding herself into 

Jacob’s marriage bed, as a rebuke to her fraudulent sexual escapade. That Dinah went out means 

that she wandered off from the sphere of her father's altar as allured by the attractions of the fas-

cinating city of Shechem. She was young, and a spirit of youthful vivacity with the lure of new, 

unknown places drew her onward. So she sallied forth, an innocent, inexperienced girl, with no 

fear of the snares of "the big city,” for she never had witnessed nor known any of the world’s 

evils. 

One would think that she must have known the history of her own family, and so must 

have known better. For her grandfather, Isaac, had taken his wife, Rebekah, down to Gerar and 

passed her off as his sister, which rash and foolish act had exposed her to the lusts of strange 

men. Her great-grandfather, Abraham, had made the same mistake, jeopardizing the purity of his 

wife, Sarah, and, in fact, of the covenant line. But Dinah went out with even more careless and 

unprotected exposure to the world of men than had her grandmothers. 

"Dinah...went out to see the daughters of the land”, to have a friendly visit, to socialize 

and engage in “girl-talk” with females her own age. Out of curiosity she went forth to catch up 

on the latest doings in the world, to see, to be seen, to win admiration, to take in the latest 

fashions, how the young people dressed, how they talked, how they danced, what were the latest 

shows and popular diversions, and. probably, what were the latest “crushes” on the “cute” sons 

of the land. She was like a moth fluttering about a flame. For soon, from what was undoubtedly 

frivolous company, she was spirited away by Prince Shechem to his house. Perhaps, as so often 

the case, it began as a sort of romantic flirtation and “date” made on the spur of the moment, 

with her giddy, giggling girlfriends gayly urging her off with a new found “boyfriend”. But a 

gadding girl and a young man who has never been away from home are both liable to fall before 



the lightest temptations. Neither of them fit the picture in Titus 2:5, “to be discreet, chaste, 

keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the Word of God be not 

blasphemed.” 

Many young people today think they can do anything. No longer taught in Reformed 

theology, and undisciplined in morals, they seem to have no gift of continency or decency. Not 

only their inexperience, naivete and intoxicating susceptibility to flattery, but also their 

insuperable pride, worldly vanity, and youthful lusts expose them to many imminent dangers. 

Unchaperoned, they are their own worst enemies. 

"And Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, and took her, 

lay with her and ravished her." What nearly happened to Sarah by Pharaoh and to Rebekah by 

Abimelech did actually happen to Dinah by Shechem, prince of a country, but a slave to his own 

lusts. What he did was plainly rape. He "saw her," ogled her, feasted his eyes on her (as in Job 

31:1b, ASV), and seeing what a beautiful person she was, he became enamored with her. They 

dallied, then "he took her,” i.e., by force, the word clearly implying the idea of force from its use 

in v. 28. So it was rape, yet it was not entirely without Dinah’s consent, as v.31 implies (a harlot 

gives consent), and as this verse itself implies. For “he took her" (forced her), and “lay with her” 

i.e., inclined himself upon her, ravished her (30:16; Song 4:9; Gen. 18:12b), and “defiled her” 

i.e., ravished her (Lam. 5:11; a word which means both in the Hebrew and the Arabic "to 

exercise oneself in; to plow”). He not only took advantage of a very young and comparatively 

helpless girl, but also of his own rank and station, which made him doubly responsible in the 

many aggravations of his seduction. Goodness belongs with greatness. 

“And his soul clave unto Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the damsel, and 

spake kindly unto the damsel”, which proves that Shechem’s act, as bad as it was (a crime. Job 

31:9, 11), was not one of mere, base lust (as in II Sam. 13:15). For he loved the girl he had 

seduced, he longed (a word meaning “to fasten together in love”, "to have a desire for”, Dt. 

21:11; v. 19, "he had delight in” her.) for her to be his wife, and did his best to repair the wrong 

he had done her. For "he was more honorable than all the house of his father” (19). He loved her, 

his soul strongly adhering to her. Love is a matter of the soul (v. 8; Song 1:7), and certainly not, 

never, merely of the body. For "he spoke kindly unto the girl”, i.e., he spoke to her heart (50:21), 

which ardency deeply touched and moved her. 

So Dinah fell. It was her fault. It was Shechem’s fault. But it was also Jacob’s fault. He 

had left his house at Succoth and had pitched his tent before the city in the country of Shechem, 

thus exposing his family to the temptations of the world. He had let her go out without proper 

escort. More likely he had not warned her against the loose-living Shechemites with their easy 

morals and godless manner of life. Perhaps in his lapse at Shechem he had thought of them in 

terms of a sort of common grace. “They are worldly, godless and depraved-true. Yet they are 

friendly, honest, peaceable. They never molest (!) any one. Surely their good qualities are not to 

be written off as nothing more than glittering sins! They are better people than some of my own 

relatives. There should be no harm in Dinah's making their acquaintance!” 

Dinah’s absence was obvious. She had not returned home. Soon the shocking news 

reached Jacob. But he merely sat in stunned silence until his sons came in from the pastures. 

Shechem, somewhat commendable, because he had fervent and sincere love for Dinah, twice 

tried to right matters by asking for her in marriage, first through the mediation of his father, and 

then later he personally appealed to Jacob and his sons to agree to a matrimonial alliance. But to 

say the least, this was putting the cart before the horse. The honeymoon ought not to have been 

celebrated before proper and honorable marriage. 



Shechem “had wrought folly in Israel in lying with Jacob’s daughter.” This vehemently 

burned up Jacob’s sons. But they seem not to have appreciated the exceeding shamefulness of 

sin, only rather to have been more offended over the opprobrium brought on the family name. 

However, it is sin which deserves to be branded with a bad name, the deservedly bad name of 

folly. Folly in Israel ought to grieve every member of the true church; and every daughter of 

Israel ought to take care lest she betray herself to this same folly. 

Young modern Dinahs, with wanton eyes and mincing walk, burn with lust for a young 

Shechem. By their dalliance and flirtatious manners they set off a spark which starts quite a fire 

not originally expected or planned. The lusts of modern Shechems are easily stirred, and for a 

voluptuous Dinah they will sacrifice money, position, religion, social and racial advantages. The 

young people of the world will sacrifice whatever religion they have, or change their creeds, as a 

chameleon changes colors, in order to enter a marriage relation based on passion. When the 

novelty of mere erotic interest wears off, they tire of one another, divorce each other, and then go 

awhoring after new sexually attractive mates. Their eyes and bodies are full of adultery that 

cannot cease from sin. They make their life one continual round of fornication. 

"He had wrought folly lying with Jacob’s daughter, which thing ought not to be done," 

literally, "it is simply not done!” Why it ought not to be done is clear from the commandments of 

God. It is plain, too, from this early history, that God’s people had the spirit of the law, long 

before Sinai, written on the fleshly tables of their hearts. Their conscience accused them of 

transgression of what later became the seventh commandment. “Which is the seventh 

commandment? The seventh commandment is, ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery.’ What are the 

duties required in the seventh commandment? The duties required in the seventh commandment 

are chastity in body, mind, affections, words and behavior, and the preservation of it in ourselves 

and others; watchfulness over the eyes and all the senses; temperance, keeping of chaste 

company; modesty in apparel, marriage by those that have not the gift of continency; conjugal 

love, and cohabitation; diligent labor in our callings; shunning all occasions of uncleanness, and 

resisting temptations thereunto.'' (Larger Catechism of the Westminster Assemble). 

So Dinah's debut ended in disaster. When daughters go out to see the daughters of the 

land, they usually have it in mind also to see the sons of the land. There is something regrettable 

about it when our sons and daughters must "go out” to see one another. It used to be that they 

could do so in our homes. It is wonderful when children and young people love home. It is good 

when parents make home a delight. It is the children's responsibility then to delight in it, and to 

go in and out of it in harmony with its covenant centered atmosphere and structure. 
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