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Someone once said that in spring a young man’s fancy turns to thoughts of love. There 

may be something to that, but I doubt very much that this particular fancy is limited to one 

season of the year. Whether this be in the season when flowers begin to bloom and the birds seek 

their mates, or at any other time of the year, a young man and a young lady should take the 

matter of courtship seriously. 

I spoke before of the young man and his girlfriend going out together to become better 

acquainted. Getting acquainted is more important than we often realize. To one who has fallen 

frantically in love, it may seem strange that he does not know his girlfriend. The very thought of 

her brings stars to his eyes, while she sits mooning over her school work as if she were miles 

away. Not know each other? Listen. There are many young people who plunge into marriage 

only to realize that they have never learned to know each other. Living together in the most 

intimate relationship of husband and wife is far different from living with your brothers and 

sisters, far different from associating with your friends and school mates. Seeing one another 

across the breakfast table in the morning, and greeting each other after a harried day’s work is 

quite different from the formal meetings before marriage when you are dressed in your Sunday 

best and on your best behavior. More than one married person has thought, and maybe even said, 

“My father married my mother, but I married a stranger." It would be nice if these polite 

formalities, these kinds words, these little gifts that make the day before you are married could 

also be continued after married life has become a daily routine. Getting to know each other, even 

down to personal idiosyncrasies is most essential for a happy future. Marriage is for life; rushing 

into it threatens nothing less than total disaster. 

Therefore, for a good courtship rule number one is, get to know each other. 

This is all-important. I have had young people, after a hasty exciting romance come to me 

to talk about wedding plans. When I asked them about their different backgrounds, different 

family ties, different church connections, I received about one answer, “We are in love.” If you 

were to suggest that this "love” appears to be nothing more than heated passion, and that this 

vessel will never weather the storms on the sea of life, you would be branded as a dried up old 

fogy, who didn’t really know what the word “love” means. If you would make bold to suggest 

that this “love” should be tested a while before these young people dash into marriage, you 

would be frowned upon in total disgust. My experience has been that these same people, a few 

bitter and disillusioning years later, were ready to admit that they made a bad mistake. They 

reached the conclusion that they were not meant for each other at all, yet, unless they learn to 

love each other in the Lord, they are compelled to live with their mistake the rest of their lives. 

Get to know each other. You cannot attain that by going out for a ride, spending long 

hours at some lonely spot, embracing and making love far into the night. The “now” generation 

may not like to hear this, but it is still a sound rule that no good ever came from being together 

after midnight. Parents should insist, and I mean insist, that their fledgling be home at midnight, 

or be able to give a good reason why not. You will never get to know each other by sitting 

together whispering sweet nothings into each other's ears, or trying to show with your actions 

how much you care. If you want to know each other, you must seek entertainment and friends 

that you can share and enjoy together. You must be able to discuss subjects which interest both 

of you. It is a bad sign when young people can find no outside interests that they share together, 



whether that be in church affairs, music, books, or whatever. I do not mean that they will always 

agree on everything they talk about. A little spat or a warm argument occasionally is refreshing 

and enriching. But one thing they must agree on, and that is an absolute must; they must agree on 

their doctrine and their religious convictions. Do not postpone coming to that agreement until 

you become so emotionally involved that you cannot discuss your faith freely any more. 

Religious convictions and doctrinal principles cut deeper than anything else. Never try to 

convince yourself that you love each other so much, that religious differences will not interfere 

with your happiness. If you agree doctrinally, and are together spiritually minded in your outlook 

on life, you already have a sound basis for a happy marriage. Common interests, and at the same 

time your differences in character and opinions will enrich your companionship, cause you to 

enjoy each other’s company, so that you cannot wait for the next opportunity to talk together. 

Rule 2 is. Get to know each other’s family. 

It is true, of course, that you are marrying the boy or the girl, and not the family, but the 

fact remains that you are marrying into the family. Besides, your prospective life mate comes 

from that family, has lived with that family for some twenty years, and will remain an integral 

part of that family. Is the fear of the Lord in that Home? Is there a Christian attitude among the 

members of the family? A Christian atmosphere in the home? If not, you will have to make 

doubly sure that your friend is of such sturdy spiritual caliber that he or she can stand alone and 

maintain strong religious principles throughout your life together, even in opposition to the home 

that opposes these principles. If your friend’s family is a Christian family, make sure that there 

are no serious differences on doctrine, on godly walk, on a world and life view. You are safest 

when you marry within the Protestant Reformed denomination, that is, if you marry a sincere 

believer within the denomination. 

Too often a young man ignores Christian principles, brushing them aside with the 

confident air that all problems will be straightened out after marriage. Too often the young 

woman, (is it the mother instinct in her?), will pride herself with the notion that she can reform 

her husband after they are settled down, and undo what home influence did to him for twenty 

years. The young man may well watch his girlfriend’s mother. What kind of wife is she to her 

husband? How does she treat her children? Is that the kind of wife, mother, cook, housekeeper, 

companion that he is looking for in the daughter? If not, is he sure that the daughter does not take 

after her mother in this respect? The traditional picture of the mother-in-law is that of an 

interfering, miserable person. Don't put too much stock in that. There are many very considerate, 

kind, helpful mothers-in-law who are appreciated for what they are. When the young lady goes 

to her friend’s home to make acquaintance with the family, she may well take a good look at her 

prospective father-in-law. Is he a husband who shows genuine concern for his wife, or is he the 

self-centered individual who thinks that the whole world should revolve around him? Is he a 

father who is interested in his children? Does he have time for his family, or does he stow 

himself away behind the newspaper or in front of the “boob-tube”? Maybe your boyfriend does 

not take after his father, maybe he has his mother’s nature, but it is well to be sure, before you 

become too deeply involved. 

Rule 3, Take time to enjoy your courtship without hastily plunging into marriage. 

Do not marry too young. I leave it to you to determine just exactly how young is too 

young. Some young people mature sooner than others. Be sure that you are not too young when 

you take on the grave responsibilities that are involved in married life. The mature teen years are 

the happiest, most care-free time of life. Enjoy them; make the most of them; they never return. 

Plan for your marriage carefully. Make the most of a pleasant, useful courtship, preparing 



yourselves for the biggest venture you will ever undertake in your life, the venture of holy 

matrimony. Boys who marry too young find themselves cut off from all the fun that other young 

people of their age are having. There are two mouths to feed, a home that must be kept up, 

burdens that are far too great for young shoulders to bear. Young girls may soon find themselves 

pregnant, with a fear that drives them in desperation into mother’s arms, saying, “I never knew it 

would be like this!” Young fathers often treat their first baby like a toy, something to be played 

with and then abruptly put aside. Young mothers regard their little ones like a doll, and seem 

helpless in handling them as real people. I have often marveled that the babe survived as well as 

it did. No, do not rush into marriage. Sage advice is not to see each other too often, especially not 

every night, not until the final plans for the wedding are being made. Prepare for your marriage 

with a level head, with a heart spiritually attuned to God and to His Word. Prepare yourselves for 

the future, not only by buying silverware and furniture, but also by prayerfully seeking that two 

hearts may truly become one in the Lord. 

Rule 4 is, Build up a strong esteem for one another, keeping for yourself a good 

conscience. 

Negatively, do not let your sexual impulses get out of hand. A young man may entice his 

girl-friend to see how far she will let him go in giving vent to his sexual urge. A young woman 

may be afraid of losing her boyfriend if she acts too coy, too cold, too prudish in matters of sex. 

Besides, scant clothing, short skirts, open blouses, trips to the beach, close physical contact with 

each other, many other factors arouse the passions to an extent that they might be out of control. 

Solomon speaks of the dumb animal that allows itself to be led to the slaughter. Carnal lusts can 

cast all reason to the wind with the result that sin breeds sin, passion builds passion, and a good 

courtship is ruined, even though careful efforts are put forth to prevent pregnancy. Still worse, 

both are troubled with a bad conscience and a troubled soul. Neither one is happy any more. One 

tends to blame the other, while the mutual self-respect and self-esteem have disappeared. Most of 

the problems that arise after marriage stem from the passionate courtship before marriage. 

Husband and wife soon realize that what they mistook for love was nothing but lust. When that 

desire is satisfied, their very marriage is threatened with disaster. No sound marriage can be built 

on anything as flimsy as physical attraction. The only solution is that, even at that late date, they 

meet at the cross, confess their sins to one another, seek forgiveness of God and of each other, 

and find a sound spiritual basis for their marriage in the Lord. Sadly, after marriage is rather late 

to be discovering all this. 

Positively, build up a strong esteem for each other. Be spiritually minded in your 

courtship. We must not hold a double standard of morality, as if liberties are allowed to lovers, 

which are not allowed to other single persons and to the married. The commandment, “Thou 

shalt not commit adultery”, with all its implications, applies as much to single as to married 

persons. Love one another, not only as boy and girl, but also as you are drawn to each other by 

the magnetism of your different personalities, and above all by your love and devotion to your 

God. As a young man, do not become the Tempter’s tool to the one you love. Love her so much 

that you want to admire her for what she is. Preserve her purity for herself and for you. As a 

young woman, do not lure with sexual appeal, suggestive words and actions. If you love your 

boyfriend keep his conscience pure before God. Admire him for his moral strength and 

convictions. If you plan to wear a white gown on that long dreamed of wedding day, be sure that 

your gown reflects the truth, that you come to your husband as a virgin, a picture of Christ’s 

Bride, and not as a possible cast off, a second hand, polluted maid. Build up esteem for one 

another before your marriage, that afterward you may, as husband love and cherish your wife as 



your very own possession, and as wife may respect your husband as worthy of your trust 

throughout the years to come. Pray, pray constantly, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from the Evil One.” With all the emphasis on sex in magazines, books, on TV, and everywhere 

else, it cannot be stressed too strongly that young people in their courtship must keep themselves 

unspotted from the world. God blesses a pure courtship with the assurance that He preserves us 

from evil, and will bless us also when we venture out upon life’s sea in the ship of holy 

matrimony. 
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