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Our society discussed the article, "Approving the Disobedient?" by Phil Dykstra, for an 

after-recess program. We found that we do not agree with the opinion Mr. Dykstra holds in this 

article. 

We should vote. It is not right to remain silent. The leaders of the nation encourage 

people to vote. And in Romans 13:1-2, it says, “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. 

For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore 

resisteth the power; resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive unto 

themselves damnation." We are commanded to obey the higher powers. Therefore, if the leaders 

of the nation encourage us to vote, we should do it because it is our duty before God to be good 

Christian citizens. We give a president the office, but we do not give him any power. He receives 

all power from God. God uses people to set up rulers. So we should vote and try to the best of 

our ability to get into office men that we believe will best fulfill the office. 

Just because we vote for a man does not mean that we approve of his evil. We vote for a 

man because we think he is the best man for the job. We can’t be held responsible for what he 

does while in office. We are responsible only for what we know about him. Before we vote, we 

should look at a man’s past actions and at the ideas he presents in his campaign. Then we should 

pick the better of these men for the job. That is all we are responsible for. 

We should not remain silent instead of voting for something, such as abortion or the 

death penalty, either. By remaining silent, we are not showing our disapproval of the issue, but 

instead we are making others wonder what we really believe about it. When we vote, we are 

showing to others that we either approve the bill or disapprove of it. And then, even if it passes 

against our wishes, we can still feel that we have done the best we could to prevent it. 

So therefore, we must vote for what we believe to be right, whether it be for someone or 

something. 

Southwest Junior Young People's Society 

The Committee- Steve Groenendyk and Linda De Kraker 

 

 

Reply 
 

 

I will make a few brief comments in connection with the article drawn up by Southwest’s 

Junior Young People’s Society. They are as follows: 

 I) First of all it is a good reflection on our young people to respond to articles which are 

written in the Beacon Lights. This shows that they not only read their magazine, but also talk 

about it. Keep it up! 

  II) In connection with the article itself, Romans 13:1, 2 as I see it, really is no basis for 

your disagreement of my article dated, Feb., 1977. Romans 13 teaches we must obey those in 

authority, for they are put there by God. (Unless they command of us something which is 

contrary to the Word of God.) And to my knowledge, we are not commanded by our government 

to vote. We are free to vote or not to vote. Indirectly, are we not being partaker of other men's sin 



if we vote for ungodly men? (I Timothy 5:22) I know, even in the church we vote, and we vote 

for sinful men, but this is quite different. In the church we vote for sinner-saints, those who have 

the life of Christ implanted in their hearts, those who hate sin, and desire not only, but also walk 

in good works. This you do not and cannot find in the world of ungodly men. Therefore we 

should not vote for them. 

III) I do agree that we should vote for or against "things”. I’m glad you included 

this in your article. You mentioned abortion and the death penalty, and I’m sure we could add a 

lot more to the list. For this you are correct. 

Yours in Christ, 

Phil Dykstra 
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