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Dear Grandchildren: 

In my most recent (three months is recent?) letter to you, I wrote about the inclines upon 

which you slip and slide off the straight and narrow path of God’s Commandments: and my letter 

got so long that it had to be continued later. Now it is later and I will try to help you, this time, to 

recognize some of the “inclinations to all evil” with which you are plagued in the area of the 

Second Table of The Law. In doing so, I will warn you against some of your friends as I give 

them names. 

As I sat in my living room, daydreaming, I imagined the television set had a corner leg 

sawn off, and the whole thing slanted (inclined) towards the floor. Of course, that made the 

programs incline downward, too. One program was leaning towards rebellion: against parents, 

consistory, police and government. It pictured disobeying father and mother; it jested about 

church attendance at all, saying nothing about twice a Sunday attendance. It scoffed at speed 

laws when “Smokey” was not about; and it even disdained the anti-drug laws. But how about 

your own life? Do you obey those set up by your consistory in your catechism attendance and 

preparation? Do you occasionally slip and slide down the incline of drinking and drugging? Do 

you enjoy watching your friend, Theatrical Vizier, display such sins on his screen? 

I ask; you answer. 

Another friend, Tiger-Vulture, was using that tipped over set to show a murder for 

entertainment. For entertainment? Yes. Romans 1:32 describes people who play-act sin, and 

people who “have pleasure in them that do them.” Is that you? And in your own daily life do you 

incline to hate anyone? Do you sometimes wish he were out of your way? Do you “look 

daggers” at your brother when he displeases you? Do you incline to do him harm, or do you 

‘‘love them which despitefully use you?” Do you ever say something under your breath against 

your parents when they reprimand you, which if it were said aloud, would show that you did not 

love, but hated them? 

I ask; you answer. 

Another friend, Tempter Villain, is a willing instrument in the hand of our Arch Enemy, 

Satan, to incline you to sin against the Seventh Commandment. He uses that friend like He used 

the Serpent in The Garden. Haven’t you noticed the jokes, jests, innuendos, gestures, dress, 

ogling, and "whatsoever can entice men thereto?” And have you realized that those are violations 

of The Seventh; and that he is subtly wearing down your resistance to shun those evils? Do you 

enjoy that fare? Do you tell, or listen to “shady” stories? Do you in your dress or behavior entice 

others to sin? Do you see that in "inclining to all evil” that the sin of unchastity is plaguing you? 

Are you, in this area, “resolved to walk a new and Godly life?” 

I ask; you answer. 

Another friend, Time-Vandal, is guilty of sinning against you in the area of the Eighth 

Commandment. He steals from you much valuable time! I hear that some of my dear 

grandchildren boast about watching him until 2 A.M. When you are supposed to be studying and 

sleeping in preparation for the morrow, he is robbing you. And, of course, in those late hours, he 

is tempting you to enjoy all kinds of sin, other than that forbidden in The Eighth. I am told that 

all sort of vile sin is “played” for entertainment in those hours. Remember, sin is a terrible insult 

to the Most High God! But, apart from you friend's theft, is your incline in that direction? I hear-



and-fear that some of my dear grandchildren filch stuff from stores. That phrase doesn’t sound so 

bad? The police call it “shop-lifting”. And that is punishable by law. Do you, who are employed 

part-time, “goof-off”, stealing your boss’s time? Are you one of those who try to learn their 

catechism questions the minute before class is called? Then you are stealing time from yourself 

and from the Lord. Do you pick up (steal) coins you see lying on the kitchen table, or on your 

mother’s dresser, or that you find(?) in her purse? Do you ever keep for yourself (steal) part of 

the catechism collection furnished by your parents? Do you ever steal from your fellow student’s 

desk, or from that of the teacher? 

I ask; you answer. 

Then there is the friend, Tongued-Viper, who is especially adept in the area of bearing 

false witness. That is really a three-letter word, Lie. Do you know who is the father of lies? 

Satan, that’s who! Do you incline to follow Satan, or Jesus, Who is The Truth? Little white lies 

are but babies of their father, the Devil. That same Lie-Father uses Tongued-Viper to His 

advantage in that transgression! Besides white lies there are the big-grown-up lies which your 

friend used to teach that man came from the animal, not from the Fingers of God. Other big lies 

can be heard from him that world peace is a product of big men, instead of the Peace which no 

man can obtain except from the Prince of Peace who will translate us into His Peaceful Reign in 

Heaven. Lies, lies, every- where. Especially in the education of the world. Shall we then resolve 

in our hearts to put that sin far from us? 

I ask; you answer. 

Another friend, Technicolor-Vendor, is a willing agent of Satan to teach us to transgress 

the Tenth Commandment. Those innocent (?) games which give away thousands of dollars for 

guessing the right answer are a case of refined coveting. Are you inclined, when watching them, 

to urge them on; or to wish that you could give your answer to the emcee and win a fortune? The 

world understands that its ads are directed to our in-born covetousness. From breakfast food to 

lure the children to toys, to clothes, to cars, and to foreign vacations. They are appealing, are they 

not? But, apart from the lure and temptations of advertising, do you covet anything that belongs 

to your neighbor? Do you wish you had your girl friend’s dress, or pretty hair, or her nice home? 

Do you covet your boy friend’s bike, snowmobile, his good looks, his easy way with the girls? 

But the Heidelberg Catechism teaches us that The Tenth includes ALL sin—all deviations from 

God’s Law. All those which my two letters referred to. Do you covet? 

I ask; you answer. 

Before I sign off, I have a double question left. Do you think that the term, friend, should 

be changed to, enemy? Do you think that any of the friends named above (all with the same 

initials) is really a friend, or an enemy? 

I ask; you answer. 

Love, Gramps. 

P.S. An aside to parents: When there are programs with educational value, such as 

documentaries, travelogues, and other worthwhile things, do you prop up that broken-legged-

inclined-set upright (parental control) so that your children can be directed to good 

programming, and which you can underwrite? And, do you set a good example for my 

grandchildren in T.V. watching? 

I ask; you answer. 

Love, Dad 
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