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We live in an age of lawlessness. It pervades the whole of our society. This lawlessness 

has especially made its impact on the home. It is a well-known fact that the home, which is the 

foundation of any society, is in deep trouble. Children openly flaunt the authority of their parents 

and superiors. The sad fact is that lawlessness is becoming a way of life which is to be expected 

in our society. This should not be surprising to us who know the Scriptures. It is a sign of the 

impending wrath of God on the wicked for their sin of disobedience to Him. II Timothy 3:3 tells 

us the last days will be characterized by those who are disobedient to parents. This is the 

generation of which Solomon spoke of in Proverbs 30:11: “There is a generation that curseth 

their father and doth not bless their mother.” 

In this age of lawlessness and disrespect the one true radiant example of the virtue of 

obedience must be the covenant child of God. You and I who have covenant parents, who have 

been given covenant instruction, who have the sanctifying Spirit are alone capable of being 

obedient. Obedience in an age of disobedience. Love in the midst of hate. What a contrast! What 

a refreshing light in darkness! 

Obedience is a virtue which only the child of God can have because he alone knows what 

it means to love the Lord his God with all his heart, mind, soul, and strength. We must see 

obedience to parents as an act of love whereby we willingly submit to them because God wills to 

put them over us. God not only gave us to our parents, but he gave our parents to us to be over 

us. We do not obey because we are afraid of the consequences, but we willingly obey because 

we love those whom God has placed over us. As children of God, we have been freely given the 

new life of Christ in regeneration and by it we see all authority, including that of our parents, as 

coming from God in Christ. Christ by His perfect obedience was given all power in heaven and 

on earth. It is by this work of Christ that our parents receive their authority. God works through 

this authority. He has given our parents to discipline us in the way of the Lord. Then obedience is 

not some abstract idea of our grudging submission to authority, but it becomes a living, vibrant 

part of our being as we willingly serve our beloved parents. We willingly obey for the Lord's 

sake! 

Obedience is not a natural reaction we have to authority. Our natural reaction to authority 

is rebellion. Obedience is a constant struggle against this natural inclination of disobedience to 

God-given authority. When we rebel, the command of God in the fifth commandment comes 

thundering in our spiritual ears, “Honor thy father and thy mother." This commandment is our 

God-given instructor, continually reminding us what obedience involves. We must honor and 

respect our parents. They are the precious instruments God has used to bring us into this world. 

They must instruct us in the ways of God. They did not receive this position of honor because of 

some physical strength they possess in themselves, even though this might be the case, but 

because they are representatives of God. Teenagers often have the mistaken notion that authority 

comes from the physical strength whereby one can impose his will on others. Now, although this 

may be true in the wicked world, it is not true in the realm of a covenant home. No, we honor our 

parents because they are God’s servants by which He passes His covenant blessing to the next 

generation. Then parents' strength and authority is in the godly wisdom they impart to us in their 

instruction and correction, as they seek to make us disciples of Christ. 

The fifth commandment commands us to obey out of the motive of love. This 



commandment begins the second table of the law. In the first table we are commanded to love 

God, and the implication is that in loving God we will love our parents. This love is deeply 

rooted in our regenerated hearts. Obedience, then, is not a mere external conformity to some rule, 

but it is a spiritual virtue which proceeds from our very soul. With such a deep inner feeling of 

love, we will show an obedience that is cheerful, willing and prompt. By such a display of 

obedience we will show we are children of God as well as children of our parents. 

Another implication of the fifth commandment is that we must obey in all things. As 

teenagers, we have the mistaken notion that we have rights over against our parents. I suspect the 

democracy in which we live, with its emphasis on civil rights, has done more to foster this idea 

than we would care to admit. Regardless, it has been my experience, both as parent and teacher, 

that the very first indignant reaction by some to a simple request has been, "You have no right to 

expect that!” or, "That is not fair!” or some variation on this theme. Those who react in this 

manner have a very perverted sense of authority and their relationship to it. We must be obedient 

in all things. This is the commandment of Paul in Colossians 3:20: “Children obey your parents 

in all things for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.” Our parents have the awesome responsibility 

before God to care for us, to instruct us, to discipline us, to equip us spiritually for the place God 

has prepared for us in His Church and Kingdom. No covenant parent may neglect this 

responsibility. 

Finally, the Heidelberg Catechism in Question and Answer 104 of Lord’s Day 39 

reminds us that our parents are not perfect, but are weak and sinful, and must struggle to fight the 

battle of faith against sin. This is no excuse for disobedience: rather we are told to bear with their 

weaknesses and infirmities. We may not ridicule to disobey them, but must pray for them that 

they be godly parents, instructing and disciplining us in love as those who will be joint heirs 

together with them of eternal life. 

Obedience is extremely difficult. No one will ever deny it. But to be true disciples of 

Christ, who was obedient even unto death, we must be obedient. Christ, who became death for us 

who were disobedient, merited salvation for us by His perfect sacrifice. This should be reason 

enough for obedience to our parents and superiors. 

The fruit of obedience is manifold, just as disobedience has its fruit. By obedience, we 

will shine as true lights of the obedience of Christ. The obedient child of God will experience 

true fellowship with his heavenly Father. This is the beauty and virtue of obedience. How can we 

be disobedient and still have this blessed friendship with God? It is an impossibility. Our parents, 

given us by God, instruct and discipline us in the way of God's precepts. When we heed, listen, 

and obey them, we manifest the covenant promise God gives in His Word. We show we are joint 

heirs with our parents of the manifold blessings of God. 
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