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I. To gain a proper understanding and viewpoint of dating and its practices, we should first of all 

consider what marriage is. 

 A. The relationship between husband and wife is the most basic relationship on earth. 

      1. In Paradise, the first relationship God created was husband and wife. 

      2. In Gen. 2:24 and Eph. 5:31 God says that man must leave father and mother and cleave to 

      his wife. 

      3. The relationship between husband and wife is the first mentioned in Eph. 5 and 6. 

 B. Scripture shows us that marriage is the union of two into one flesh. 

  a. the man is the head and the woman is the body in such a way that the woman  

  complements her husband. (Some women think that they are the ones to be helped.) I 

  Cor. 11:3,7-9. 

  b. Thus two in marriage become one emotionally, spiritually, psychologically and  

  physically. 

      2. So marriage is a picture of the relationship between Christ and His Church. Eph. 5:22-33 

      3. As such God ordained marriage to be a union, which, like everything else in this life, 

      must be dedicated to His service. 

 C. Both must be believers to be truly married. 

      1. Unbelievers can have a superficial unity by submerging their differences and hiding their 

      selfishness for a while, but their marriage is not blessed, nor is it filled with true joy. (The 

      marriages of Christians can be just a superficial unity as well.) 

      2. A brother in Christ is marrying a sister in the Lord. 

  a. Both are citizens of the kingdom of heaven and therefore it is possible for them to 

  have true unity and joy. 

  b. This blessed unity is possible because both desire to walk as people of God fighting 

  against all sin and seeking the forgiveness of sins together. 

       1) Both want to grow in the knowledge of the Word of God, read to bow before His 

       teachings. 

       2) They have one calling, one faith, one hope; have mutual interests and concerns, 

       mutual desires and hopes. 

      3. All people are sinners and therefore no two people are by nature compatible.  

  a. Each one has many reasons why not to love or submit (why not be compatible or 

  one.) 

  b. If marriage is without the love of Christ as its foundation, it is legalized prostitution. 

       1) The love needed for marriage comes from Christ (our individual, personal  

       relationship to Him.) 

       2) Our personal, experiential union to Christ produces the energy for the love of 

       marriage. 

  c. To be one is possible only for the Christian who by God’s grace works hard at this 

  task. 

 D. Roles in marriage. 

      1. The role of the wife is to submit, love, honor and obey her husband. I Peter 3:1-6 

  a. she must submit in all things no matter what her husband’s motive might be. (The 

  only exception is when she is commanded to sin herself.) 

  b. She must submit to her husband just as she submits to God. 



  c. This submission does not remove her freedom, but allows for her true freedom (just 

  as a train is only really free when it is on tracks.) 

      2. The role of the husband is to love, and thus to rule. (Love is first. Eph. 5:25) 

  a. Husbands must aspire to nothing less than to exemplify the perfect headship of  

  Christ. 

  b. The head feeds, nourishes and encourages the body because he loves his body. Eph. 

  5:28-30 

  c. Love is not a feeling, but the giving of oneself because he loves her so much. Cf. 

  Eph. 5:25-27; I John 3:16-18. 

II. If this is what marriage is, then how must we conceive of dating and its practices? 

      1. Because all things have a purpose, what is the purpose of dating? 

  a. The purpose of all things must be to give God the glory and the honor; therefore how 

  is God glorified in dating? 

  b. Is the purpose of dating to have good Christian fun and fellowship with a fellow 

saint? 

       1) Can we date just anyone and still fulfill this purpose? 

       2) Is it necessary that it be with a fellow saint? Is it necessary because we just might 

       end up marrying them? 

  c. Is the purpose of dating to find a husband or wife? 

      2. We know that our sovereign God has picked out our husband or wife in His counsel. 

  a. How do we find out who that one is? 

  b. It is impossible and just not normal to talk about the possibility of marriage on the 

  first dates. 

       1) God reveals to us our marriage partner, not by sudden or special revelation, but by 

       leading us to the one whom He has determined for us. (This takes place in what we 

       call a normal or natural way.) 

       2) But we should always keep in the back of our minds that we are looking for the 

       one God has already picked out for us. 

   a) Periodically we should ask ourselves this question. 

   b) The answer will come to us in a normal way. 

      3. Is this an unrealistic way of looking at dating? 

  a. Even if it is realistic, is it a foolish way of looking at dating? 

  b. If this is true, does it say anything about the ones with whom we may date? 

 B. Dating practices. 

      1. What are qualities we should look for in a young man? In a young woman? 

      2. In dating we should begin to practice the roles of marriage, even on the first date. (Should 

      be groomed for these roles long before our dating begins by our parents.) 

      3. In dating should we seek to have our love to be a reflection of the love of God, or should 

      this wait until we are married? 

  a. Love is a delight in perfection. The only perfection we have is that which God has 

  wrought in us. 

  b. Does God use mere physical love as a means to lead us to this love of God’s work in 

  each other? 

      4. What are proper things we can do when we date? 
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