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A. The First Point of Common Grace, as adopted by the C.R. Synod of 1924: 

 “Relative to the first point which concerns the favorable attitude of God towards humanity in 

general and not only towards the elect, Synod declares it to be established according to Scripture and 

the confession, that apart from the saving of grace of God shown only to those that are elect unto 

eternal life, there is also a certain favor or grace of God which He shows to His creatures in general. 

This is evident from the Scripture passages quoted and from the Canons of Dordt, II 5 and III IV 8,9, 

which deal with the general offer of the Gospel, while it appears from the citations made from 

Reformed writers of the most flourishing period of Reformed Theology that our reformed writers from 

the past favored this view.” 

 1. The teaching contained in this first point: 

  a. There are two kinds of grace: Saving grace shown only to the elect and a “certain 

      favor or grace of God” shown to His creatures in general. 

  b. Assuming the Gospel to be an offer to all the first point finds evidence of this  

      common grace in the general offer of the Gospel. 

 2. Scripture passages quoted in support of common grace: 

  a. Psalm 145:9. 

   1) Does the word “all” in this text mean all men? 

   2) Are God’s tender mercies shown also to the ungodly reprobate? (Study entire 

       Psalm, but especially verse 20.) 

  b. Matthew 5:44,45: (See also Luke 6:36.) 

   1) Those who teach common grace say this text says that God shows favor to the 

        ungodly by sending them rain and sunshine. 

   2) Question: Does God show wrath then to His people when He sends floods, 

        tornadoes etc.? 

   3) What from a positive point of view does this text teach? 

        a) Does loving our enemies mean having fellowship with them? Study: Col. 

    3:14, I John 2:14ff., James 4:4. 

        b) How do we reveal the love of God to our enemies? 

   4) Consider also this question: Is the grace of God in things? Or are things  

        means to an end? What end? 

   5) Study: Romans 8:28-30; Psalm 84:11; Psalm 73; 5:4,5ff.; 34; Prov. 3:33; 

       Romans 1:17ff.; Lord’s Days IX, X. 

B. As is evident from the last part of this first point Common Grace also teaches that the Gospel is a 

general offer to all. 

 1. Common Grace teaches that in the preaching of the Gospel God is gracious to all the hearers. 

 2. Scripture passages used in support of this error: 

  a. Romans 2:4, This text is interpreted to mean that God intended in His goodness to 

      lead man to repentance but man despised the riches of God. 

      1) Notice the text nowhere speaks of God’s intention, but of what His goodness 

          accomplishes. It leads men to repentance. 

      2) This is true of elect man. 

  b. Ezekiel 33:11 is said to teach that God has no pleasure in the death of all wicked 

      men, but desires that they turn from their evil ways and live. 

  c. Other passages often cited in this connection are: II Peter 3:9; Matt. 11:28; Rev. 3:20; 

      Rev. 22:17. 



 3. The Truth is that the Gospel is grace to the elect only. 

  a. In brief the truth may be summed as follows: 

      1) God from eternity sovereignly loved and ordained to eternal life a people in Christ. 

      2) For these and in their place Christ made atonement by His death on the cross as 

           sealed in the victory of His resurrection. 

      3) By the Spirit of Christ the elect are regenerated, called efficaciously, upon them is 

           bestowed the faith to believe in Christ. 

      4) By grace the elect are preserved unto final salvation so that they can never fall 

           away. 

      5) Therefore the preaching of the Gospel is never either in God’s intent or in actual 

           fact grace to all the hearers. It is grace for the elect whom God calls in the   

           preaching unto salvation. 

  b. Scripture proof: Romans 8:29,30; Rom. 9:13, 16, 18; Eph. 1:3,4; John 6:37,29,65; 

      John 10:26-30; I Peter 1:4,5. 

  c. What do the following passages have to say concerning the Gospel and the reprobate? 

       II Cor. 2:15,16; Mark 4:11; Matt. 11:25,26; John 12:39,40; I Peter 2:7,8; Isaiah 6:9ff. 

  d. Is it important that we maintain the truth on this point? 

A. Point II of Common Grace reads: 

 “Relative to the second point, which is concerned with the restraint of sin in the life of the 

individual man and in the community, the Synod declared that there is such a restraint of sin according 

to Scripture and the confession. This is evident from the citations from Scripture and from the 

Netherlands Confession, Art. 13 and 36, which teach that God by the general operations of His Spirit, 

without renewing the heart of man, restrains the unimpeded breaking out of sin, by which human life 

in society remains possible; while it is also evident from the citations from Reformed writers of the 

most flourishing period of Reformed theology, that from ancient times our Reformed fathers were of 

the same opinion.” 

 1. We certainly do not deny that the wicked are controlled, limited, and even restrained in their 

      outward actions so that they cannot always realize to the full their evil intentions. God          

      controls them and all things by His providence so that they accomplish nothing against His 

      will. 

 2. The second point, however, teaches more than this in that it refers to: “the general operations 

     of His Spirit, without renewing the heart of man…” This implies: 

  a. There remains some “good” in fallen man. 

  b. The Holy Spirit preserves this “good” thus restraining the process of sin making 

      human life and society possible. 

B. Confessional and Scriptural passages cited as proof: 

 1. From the Confession of Faith: 

  a. Article XIII. What does this article teach? 

 2. From Scripture: 

  a. Genesis 6:3: 

      1) Does this teach restraint of sin? See verse 5. 

      2) The word “strive” does not mean restrain, but means “to oppose or fight against.” 

      3) In what way did the Spirit of God fight the ungodly? See Jude 14,15. 

C. The Bible teaches the opposite of Point II. Cf. Ps. 81:11,12; Romans 1:18ff. 

A. Point III of Common Grace reads: 

 “Relative in the third point which is concerned with the question of civil righteousness as 

performed by the unregenerate, Synod declares that according to Scripture and the Confessions the 

unregenerate, though incapable of doing any saving good, can do civil good. This is evident from the 

quotations from Scripture and from the Canons of Dordt, III, IV, 4, and from the Netherlands 



Confession, Art. 36, which teach that God without renewing the heart so influences man that he is able 

to perform civil good; while it also appears from the citations from Reformed writers of the most 

flourishing period of Reformed theology that our Reformed fathers from ancient times were of the 

same opinion.” 

 1. Does Canons III, IV, 4, teach this? What does the Article in fact say? 

 2. What is the teaching of Art. 36 of the Netherlands Confession? 

B. Objections to this third point: 

 1. It blurs the Biblical distinction between good and evil, righteousness and unrighteousness. 

  a. There is “civil good” and there is “saving good.” 

  b. Hence the absolute standard of good, the Law of God, is really denied. 

  c. It means there is an area where there can be fellowship between the reighteous and 

      the wicked. 

  d. What are the practical implications of this? 

 2. Our principle objection is that the third point is Pelagian in that it denies the truth of total 

     depravity. 

C. Scriptural and Confessional references against this point: 

 1. Scripture: Psalm 14:1-3; Rom. 3:9-18; Matt. 7:16-20; I John 2:15-17; Eph. 2:1ff. 

 2. Lord’s Day III, q. 8; Lord’s Day XXXIII, q. 91; Lord’s Day XLIV, q. 114; Belgic  

     Confession Article 14. 
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