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 A single woman. Who is she? Is she a "loner" who prefers to be aloof from all personal 

relationships, living only for herself? Is she one who has been offered a husband, home and 

family and refused them? Or if not offered this, has she been "left" because of unavailability of 

men for husbands? Is she one who prefers what she calls "single blessedness" and a career to 

being "tied down" with a family and its obligations? Could one also call a widow a single 

woman-as long as she does not remarry? I can imagine that for every single woman there is a 

certain applicatory reason of one or more of these descriptions. But this I know: her position 

in life has been just as determined, most assuredly, by the almighty, all-knowing, purposeful God 

as has the position of her married counterpart. For her there is a unique place that no married 

woman can occupy, even as a married woman has a position that no single woman can hope to 

fill. 

 What then is the place of the single woman in God’s church? Where does she fit in this 

body of Christ (Romans 12:5)? What are her obligations within the church? Certainly she must 

follow mandate of Scripture, stated in 1Timothy 2:9-11: “In like manner also, that women adorn 

themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair or gold, 

or pearls, or costly array: but (which become women professing godliness) with good works. Let 

the women learn in silence with al subjection.” Peter exhorts wives with unbelieving husbands to 

live in such a way that by their “chaste conversation” they may be won. Even so a single woman 

must live that all who see and hear her may know that of her Peter says, almost quoting Paul to 

Timothy: "Whose adorning let it not be that outward apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the 

heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in 

the sight of God of great price." (I Peter 3:3, 4). In this respect she does not differ from her 

sisters who marry. 

 Is this unmarried state to be condemned, criticized, made the object of scorn and ridicule, 

considered "wrong"? Paul does not condemn, but rather praises the unmarried state: "It is good 

for them to abide even as I" but hastens to add: "But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it 

is better to marry than to bum" (I Corinthians 7:8, 9). After speaking to the married, he further 

states in the same chapter, vs. 34: "There is a difference also between a wife and a virgin. The 

unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in 

spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her 

husband." Jesus, in Matthew 19:11-12, after condemning the evil of divorce, answers His 

disciples who concluded that it was not good to marry: "All men cannot receive this saying, save 

they to whom it is given. For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's 

womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, 

which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to 

receive it, let him receive it.” 

 And Rev. D. Engelsma says in his book Marriage: the Mystery of Christ and the Church, 

Page 64: "The basic thing in the Christian's life is his own personal marriage to God by a true 

and living faith. If God should prevent marriage for one of His children, as He sometimes does, 

the reality of marriage is still his because he enjoys the covenant friendship of God in Christ. If 



God makes one a eunuch for the kingdom's sake, he is not hopelessly deprived or impoverished, 

but still rich, for he has God. Not sex, not earthly marriage, not any creature, but God is God. " 
 There is then a definite place in God's church for the unmarried woman. She is not 

encumbered with the care of home and little ones although she has her own home to maintain.... 
and that in a proper, godly way. Her time, however, can be profitably spent in other ways: Titus 

2:3-5 urges her to teach the younger women, and Luke tells us in Acts of Dorcas who busied 

herself with work for others. The unmarried woman can labor with those who work in the gospel 

as did those who helped Paul (Philippians 4:3) and as Lydia helped him in Thyatira by hospitably 

opening her home to the apostles and providing for their daily needs. Phebe too was 

recommended as a helper of many in the early church. The single woman is given more time and 

strength for helping in the church; her calling then is to do so for the benefit of the community of 

believers. 

  There are many of the "older" young women who have no prospects for marriage, who 

suffer and sometimes rebel against God's obvious plan for not providing a life's mate. They must 

spend hours in prayer for grace to help meet this disappointment and for eyes to see His better 

plan for them (I Corinthians 10:13- "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common 

to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will 

with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it"). It is not easy for 

them to see their friends date, marry, have families-all the joys which they crave but which 

again, God has withheld from them for His purpose. Their calling still remains to lead an upright, 

goodly, God-fearing, pure, exemplary life before Him and His church. 

 The single woman learns in silence as does her married sisters submitting herself "one to 

another in the fear of God" (Ephesians 521). Her work within the community of believers does 

not usurp that of minister, elder or deacon; but supplements, complements it as did the godly 

women of the early church and as mothers do in the home. She may then, teach in the Sunday 

School, the Christian day school, those children of the covenant -not her flesh and blood, but 

those of the spirit. She may love them and be concerned for them, as members of the body of 

Christ. She may counsel and instruct them in the ways pleasing to the Lord. She seeks out those 

in need and in pain; she helps provide for them, providing food and clothing if necessary as did 

Dorcas, who was "full of good works and alms deeds" (Acts 9:36). Her home becomes a haven 

of rest, a place of spiritual contentment, where weary mothers may rest, children may delight, 

young people talk in confidence, all find a refuge of spiritual rest and peace. Whether then she 

has been blessed by gifts and talents of teaching, sewing, music, writing, counseling, speaking, 

listening, etc., she is used by the Lord in a special way in the service of His kingdom. 

 A word yet for the rest of the saints in their regard for the unmarried woman. For this 

woman, the church can pray. I think that we, inadvertently though it may be, often omit this, in 

our personal as well as congregational prayers. Perhaps we think she has no problems, needs or 

special cares. Perhaps we simply forget, are not aware of her as such. We pray for infants, 

children, teenagers, parents and older members of the congregation-forgetting her who often has 

the welfare of so many at heart, especially the children and teenagers of the church. Let us as one 

body of Christ, therefore, “pray for one another.” (James 5:16) 

 The wise man sings forth the praise of a virtuous wife in Proverbs 31 but concludes with 

a doxology for all women, married or single: “Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a 

woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.” 
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