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Recently, the Federation Board sent out a letter to the Young People's Societies with 

regard to the youths’ attitude toward the elderly members in the congregation. I would like to 

apply this not only to the elderly in the congregation, but also to the young person’s attitude 

toward grandparents. How often haven’t we heard such remarks as: “My grandfather is 85; he’s 

senile," or "My grandmother likes to come over and tell me what to do.” Recently, in a class in 

school, a teacher asked the students to ask their grandparents or someone they knew who was at 

least 65 about the Depression of 1929. He was immediately greeted with moans and groans and 

complaints about these grandparents and how "odd” they were. What a terrible reaction for a 

Christian! 

The Bible calls us to honor our parents. This is not done by complaining about their 

deeds. Proverbs 23:22 calls us to obey our fathers and not despise our mothers when they are old. 

This also applies to our grandparents and the elderly in the congregation. In Colossians 3:20 we 

are told that the Lord is pleased when are obey our parents (grandparents). The Heidelberg 

Catechism in Lord’s Day XXXIX states: “That I show all honor, love and fidelity to my father 

and mother, and all in authority over me (grandparents and elders), and submit myself to their 

good instruction and correction, with due obedience; and also patiently bear with their 

weaknesses and infirmities; since it pleases God to govern us by their hand.’’ 

We should, in the tradition of the Old Testament, show due respect and honor to the 

elderly by visiting them. James exhorts us to visit the fatherless and widows, and included in this 

thought is the elderly! By doing this we experience the communion of the saints. 

Not only are grandparents and older people sources of religious knowledge, but also are a 

good and interesting source of past history and anecdotes that are quite amusing. Ask Grandpa 

once about what Dad was like as a child. You will receive stories about how he fell out of a tree 

and broke his arm, or how he burned down the chicken coop when he was five and sent all the 

chickens scurrying around. Or, I'm sure that he would be glad to tell you about your uncles and 

aunts and the strange little habits that they had. Grandparents are a great source of amusing little 

tidbits that help you understand how things were when your parents were young. Also, they 

know a lot about the past history of the church and things that happened in church. My favorite is 

the one that was recently told to me about Professor Hoeksema when he was a minister in our 

South Holland Church. It was summer and, because of the heat, the windows were open. The 

Professor (then Reverend) was preaching when a hornet flew in and landed on his suitcoat. He 

very calmly reached into his pocket, took out his handkerchief, and caught the hornet, folded his 

handkerchief, put it back into his pocket, and never missed a word of his sermon. Or have you 

heard the one about Reverend VanBaren? When he was a seminarian and was preaching in the 

old South Holland church, he stumbled as he was going up the stairs to the platform. The first 

song the congregation sang was “The Lord upholds the faltering feet.” I’m sure your 

grandparents and older members in your congregation can add to these humorous incidents from 

their past. 

Visiting the elderly should be a joyous occasion for us as we benefit from their spiritual 

knowledge and learn from their experiences. 

 

Originally Published in: 



Vol 35 No 4 June July 1976 

 


