
Faith Speaks 
Rev. Marvin Kamps 

 

 

Romans 10:9-10 

Faith speaks; the believer makes a confession. Yes, that is true, but why does faith speak 

even when confronted with the threat of punishment and death? Faith must speak! It is 

impossible for the believer not to confess that Jesus is Lord. Jesus, the believer confesses, is Lord 

alone. His is an exclusive Lordship. Faith speaks: it cannot keep silent. 

Why did not the saints in Rome under the weight of persecution and the threat of death 

just forego their proper confession, at least for a while? Why didn’t John Hus, who was burned at 

the stake for His faith in 1415, Luther, Calvin, our Reformed father of the Netherlands, of whom 

thousands were executed by the Duke of Alva in the years 1560-1580; why did not these people 

just keep silent about what they believed? Why did they persist in their divisive confession? 

Romans 10:9-10 reads: “That if thou shall confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 

shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with 

the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 

salvation.” This is a wonderful text, which teaches us among other things that the mouth of the 

believer expresses a unique confession because of what lives in the heart of the believer. The 

heart is the fountain head of our confession. 

What does the saint confess? What is the content of his confession? The answer: Jesus is 

Lord! To be Lord means to rule over others. The scope of Jesus’ Lordship is the whole world, 

heaven and earth, angels and devils, believers and unbelievers. Jesus is Lord alone! He rules in 

God’s name executing the whole counsel of God, bringing all things in heaven and on earth to 

the one great consummation of the new heavens and earth as the inheritance of the Church 

chosen in Christ to the glory of our God. Jesus is Lord alone! All other kings and lords rule only 

because He, Jesus, the man of Galilee who was dead and is alive forevermore, rules! Jesus rules 

over the devils and the wicked reprobate in His power. Over the Church, believers, Jesus rules in 

His love and grace as their Savior and Redeemer. Jesus is Lord now, for God hath raised Him out 

of death and hath set Him on His own right hand in glory. The resurrected One is Lord, of 

course. The very possibility of Jesus’ Lordship is found in the truth of His bodily and personal 

resurrection. 

The confession, “Jesus is Lord,” is not an isolated truth. It stands inseparably joined to 

the other truths of Scripture. The truths of Scripture are one organic whole or unity, for God is 

One, His Word is One. We may not, as so many want to do today, fragmentize the truth and 

thereby distort it. We cannot, as thousands of “Christians” do, deny Jesus’ eternal Sonship and 

still confess Jesus to be Lord! We cannot deny the atoning character of Jesus' blood and still 

confess His Lordship. And so it goes with a fully consistent confession of Jesus’ Lordship. To 

confess that “Jesus is Lord" implies, if not necessitates, the confession of all the truths of 

Scripture. For example, the following doctrines are obviously implied in Jesus’ Lordship: the 

doctrine of the Trinity, Jesus’ personal and bodily resurrection, atonement for sin, double predes-

tination, and the perseverance of the saints. We only mention a few of the inseparable truths 

clearly implied. 

One cannot confess the atoning character of our Lord’s death as a satisfaction for sin and 

at the same time deny His eternal Divinity; for whence then proceeds the infinite value of Jesus' 

death if not from the dignity of the Person who suffered and died? (Canons II. 3-4.) 



One cannot consistently confess that Jesus is Lord and at the same time contend that the 

historic confession of the Church re double predestination is unbiblical, for Jesus as Lord reveals 

His Lordship exactly in this, that He gives to some and withholds from others His grace and 

Spirit according to the will of God. (Canons I, 6,15.) 

One cannot consistently confess that Jesus is Lord and at the same time deny the truth of 

the perseverance of the saints, for shall Jesus, who is Lord, allow anyone to snatch from His hand 

even one of those to whom He hath given eternal life? 

So it goes with the whole body of the living truth as it is in Jesus. In the one sweet truth, 

"Jesus is Lord.” the whole of the Christian faith is involved and united, even as the root of the 

tree is inseparably related and joined to the littlest leaf on the highest branch. 

The truth is one as God is One. The believer soon discovers this truth. Thus Creeds are 

born! The Church of Christ must speak whenever and wherever the one organic living truth is 

twisted or denied. Faith speaks. Thus the Church speaks. The speech of the Church of Christ is 

the marvelous Creeds. The Creeds of the Church of Christ, as it comes to expression and 

manifestation in the world, are Reformed Creeds. 

“Jesus is Lord," the believer confesses. "To confess,” means to say the same thing as 

others are saying. It is a communal concept. It implies that the individual believer in unison with 

other believers say together the same things about Jesus, God, themselves, and the world. Thus 

the Church of Christ in all ages confesses loudly and boldly that Jesus is Lord. Secondly and 

ultimately, “to confess” means to say the same thing God has said and revealed to us in His 

Word. "To confess." then, is to say the same things about Jesus that God hath declared about 

Him. God hath said. "Jesus is Lord." The individual believer and the Church, in harmony with 

God's Word, confess the same truth. 

The believer’s confession that "Jesus is Lord." is a bold, fearless, courageous 

commitment and dedication to the truth. This manner of confession is in harmony with the very 

character or nature of faith. Faith is a certain, sure knowledge and a hearty confidence! Jesus is 

Lord. Roman emperors threatened the saints, the Romish Church threatened the saints, and the 

ungodly always attempt to intimidate the Church with its manifold threatenings. But the Church 

with her own blood wrote her precious Creeds, and believers, born of God, confessed, suffered 

and died! 

FAITH Speaks! 

The believer must speak! Faith cannot keep silent! Faith of inner essential necessity 

speaks. The believer does not have the liberty to keep silent when called upon to defend God’s 

honor and, thus, the truth of Scripture. 

What is the source of the confession, “Jesus is Lord?” What is the source of the Church’s 

Creeds? Whence the Confessions? The believing heart, is Paul’s answer? Surely “with the mouth 

confession is made unto righteousness." But the mouth only expresses what lives, by the wonder 

of God’s grace, in the heart. The fountain head of our confession is the believing heart of the 

elect regenerated child of God. 

What does that heart believe? “With the heart man believes unto righteousness.” If with 

the heart we believe “that God raised him (Jesus) from the dead...,” we believe unto 

righteousness. Paul is explaining in this context the truth of justification through faith in Christ. 

We are justified, declared righteous by God, and assured of this blessed truth through faith alone. 

The works of the law cannot justify a man. We are justified without works. Believing that God 

hath raised Jesus from the dead, we have the testimony of God in our hearts that we are righteous 

before Him. The resurrection is the divine seal that Jesus' blood actually atoned for our sin and 



guilt and that Jesus merited the righteousness of God for those for whom He died. He that 

believes that God raised Jesus from the dead believes unto righteousness, therefore. The believer 

is thus personally assured, through faith in God’s act of raising Jesus from the dead, that all his 

sins are paid for, that he has been redeemed, that all his sins are forgiven him on the basis of the 

blood of Christ Jesus. He is justified through faith alone. (Romans 5:1.) 

Now I ask you, can one, who with the heart believes unto righteousness, keep silent? 

Must not his heart express itself in the confession that "Jesus is Lord?” The believer, the justified 

one, will speak out of gratitude and thankfulness to his God and Savior. God's name and honor 

must be and will be upheld! We believe and therefore we speak. The heart of the believer is the 

fountain head of his confession. Out of thankfulness for the wondrous salvation received, faith 

speaks. When the truth of the personal, bodily resurrection is denied, must not faith speak? Faith 

must speak for the truth of the bodily and personal resurrection of Jesus. Thus, His present 

Sovereign Rule as Lord over all is the heart of the gospel. When men attack the atoning character 

of the cross of Calvary, are they not denying the justifying power of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection? Faith speaks boldly over against all these denials. 

The result, first of all, is that through our confessions we are assured that we shall be 

saved. “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my 

Father which is in heaven. Matthew 10:32.” Secondly, the result of the saints communally 

confessing that “Jesus is Lord," is the beautiful. Reformed Confessions of the Church - 

confessions which teach that Jesus is Lord over all, ruling sovereignly and executing the whole 

counsel of God in the name of His Father, Our Covenant God. This Jesus is the exalted, 

empowered Christ. Confessions are the speech of faith. Confessions drip with the blood of the 

saints, who feared “not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul.” 

Faith speaks out of a regenerated believing thankful heart. A heart throbbing with 

gratitude to God for the grace of justification through Jesus’ death and resurrection, cannot keep 

silent. 

Faith speaks. The Church of Christ is a creedal Church! 
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