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“And all they children shall be taught of the LORD, and great shall be the peace of thy children.” 

Isaiah 54:13 

 As arrows in the bow of a mighty man, so are the children of the youth! It is a great boon in the 

life of God’s church to see also these youthful “children” of Zion. I see them in the homes of the Godly 

parents; I see them in church from the time that they are mere dandlers at their mother’s knee till the 

time that they have passed through the Catechism Classes and come and confess with their mouths 

what they believe with their hearts. I have seen you walking down the isle and over the platform to 

receive your “Certificate” of successful completion of the course in Grade School and High School. 

And you were arrows in the quiver of God Almighty. You have a faith which conquers the world. 

Wonder-children you are; children of God’s covenant mercies. 

 You are living stones in the temple of God, of which Jesus Christ is the chief corner-stone, 

because you are “Theodidaktoi”: taught of God. Jehovah, the God of Israel, is your teacher. He is the 

Covenant God who has manifested Himself in the flesh in Jesus, God-with-us. Yes, you had many 

teachers among men; parents, ministers, kindergarten instructors, grad school teachers and high 

schooler mentors. These have followed each other in succession. But one teacher followed you with 

His goodness and mercy in every class-room. He was never tardy, He was never unprepared, and He 

was always an effective teacher! 

 The Lord God did more than educate you. He instructed you according to His plan of building 

the spiritual temple. He instructed you and me in such a way that He chastened us, struck us down, did 

not spare His rod of correction. He so taught us that we are taught of God. We thus become His very 

workmanship, His “poleema” (poem) prepared unto every good word. He was the potter and you were 

the clay. He fashioned you a beautiful stone in His temple of grace according to the sure word of 

prophecy which He spoke by the mouth of Isaiah to Israel in Babylon. He was fulfilling His word of 

prophecy when your minister, parents and teachers were instructing you. He was putting “structure” in 

you when he in-structed you. He put in you the structure of the truth of the Gospel. And He realizes 

His comforting word to Zion in captivity, “O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, 

behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colors, and will lay thy foundations with sapphires, and I will 

make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy bordors of pleasant stones”. Is. 

54:11,12. 

 When the Lord God instructed you, you learned to know God, because you were known of 

God. What a beautiful relationship between this great Teacher-God and His instructed children. He 

placed you and me in the school-room of Jesus and we must learn from him, that he is meek and lowly 

of heart and we find rest of our souls. (Matt. 11:29) When you learn from God in Jesus then the 

heavenly Father has drawn you with cords of love. It is an irresistible drawing in which you are made 

very willing and obedient to the Lord. The beauty of holiness is yours. Sometimes the Lord leads us 

through the lessons we failed to learn in the formal classroom. These hard knocks are not really a 

teacher. God remains the teacher. But he polishes us and works us down to a beautiful stone in his 

temple. We are then taught of God by His Word and Spirit. 

 The Lord had to instruct you. You needed much more than education. There was not much to 

lead out of you. You did not have much content in your mind, did you when you started school? But 

the Lord places His thoughts in our mind. He points out His creation to us, be it reading, writing or 

arithmetic. It is all His grand design which we are studying in the light of His Word, He builds us up in 

the knowledge of His will. He does not simply fill your head with some facts, but he speaks to your 

heart, mind, soul and requires all your strength. He makes you His Theodidaktoi, God-taught-ones. 



 The church at Thessalonica did not need that nay one should teach them concerning showing 

love to strangers, says Paul. These children of God were taught of God. They are drawn by God’s 

marvelous love into the communion of saints. 

 And when we are thus instructed of God we have great peace. It is the blessed fruit of the Spirit 

connected with joy of salvation. It means being delivered from ignorance, sin, guilt and fear of the 

wrath of God. It dispels the many, many problems which sin breeds. 

 Yes, I see you walking with your diploma of Certificate. It is a great occasion in you life. And 

it is something different from the graduation of the children of the world. These are not stones in the 

temple of God, living stones, king-priests of God. They are educated sinners; you are instructed sinful 

saints. You are stones in fair colors, and as a city whose foundations are laid in sapphires. You are 

established in righteousness, young people. 

 When one is thus taught of God he will keep on learning, learning the ways of the Lord 

throughout life. You have not yet attained to this fully being taught of God. You have not come yet to 

the full measure of this joy and peace. I write you, young people, that your joy and peace may be full. 

There is much sin which must be mortified yet in our members. Paul runs the race to attain unto the 

perfection of the upward calling in Christ Jesus. 

 But the Lord God is faithful. The instruction which He hath begun in us He will finish it even 

unto the day of Jesus Christ. Then the entire temple of God will stand forth in all its beauty. The 

foundation of the wall of the city will be garnished with all manner of precious stones. No, there will 

be no temple there such as was in the days of Solomon. But the church will be there, the temple of the 

living God built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets. It will be the dwelling-place of God 

in the Spirit. A Spirit-filled church to whom none need to say: know the Lord. For they shall all know 

Him; for the knowledge of God shall fill the earth even as the waters cover the bottom of the sea. 

 Blessed stones in God’s living temple. Theodidaktoi. 
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