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 There are many perils which threaten our covenant homes in these last days. These last days are 

certainly visible to the believer who reads and sees the signs of the approaching coming of our Savior. 

The ungodly world, with all their ungodly deeds, lusts after sin and mocks all that is good. This 

mockery is certainly very real and openly practiced in our day. The ungodly are murmurers, 

complainers, walking after their own lusts, and their mouth speaketh great swelling words; showing 

respect of persons for the sake of advantage, Jude 16. The ungodly are as wild waves of the sea, 

foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, for whom the blackness of darkness hath been reserved 

forever in hell. And we must see in this article about television; that these ungodly men, who are 

vessels of wrath fitted for hell, are brought into the living rooms and homes of many of our covenant 

families. 

 Television; or let me say Satan, has various means and ways to try to destroy God’s elect. In 

Satan’s workings on the T.V. screen in many covenant homes, he has his very subtle programs, and 

also some very open programs which we can call nothing less that SIN. Let me mention at this point, 

that we are talking about T.V. with the switch turned on. There is no argument with the T.V. turned 

off, then it is just as any other piece of furniture. There is nothing sinful with the T.V. box just standing 

there, no more than the garbage can just standing in its proper place. But as soon as one turns on his 

T.V. it’s like opening his garbage can --- full of filth. 

 Now let us look at just a few examples of how Satan uses his subtlety on the T.V. screen. First, 

there is the program called “Sesame Street”. This is an educational program for children to learn the 

ABC’s, and also to learn to count. Do we send our children to the public schools for their covenant 

instruction? Of course not! It is principally wrong to permit our covenant children to be trained by 

worldly men. This certainly denies the duty and privilege of covenant parents to instruct the children 

which God has given to them. We must strongly hold to the truth of covenant, parental, Christian 

education. If we believe this truth, and we do, then certainly we will not have our children educated by 

the world and immoral and ungodly men. Moreover; there are the geographical pictures. Some of these 

can be good, but there is always the subtle danger of the lie. Many times even these programs are filled 

with the notion that the things in nature evolved. God is certainly not taught as being the Creator and 

Sustainer of all things. Remember, if we place our children before these subtle attempts of the evil one, 

who is always trying to deceive us and our children; we are setting before them a stumbling block. God 

forbid that we are guilty of this! Probably more examples could be cited as subtle ways in which Satan 

comes into our covenant homes by way of the T.V., but this should suffice. 

 Now let us look at some of the open sinfulness which can be viewed on the T.V. Marriage is 

openly mocked, authority is something which is laughed at and made fun of. Submission to authority is 

something of the past. Vile language and jokes are heard repeatedly, worldly dress, or more correctly 

the undress and sex is just about in every program and even in many commercials. 

 Let me pause here and ask the question, is T.V. really all this evil? Are there not any good 

programs on T.V.? What about news casts? I would hasten to answer, if one buys a T.V. just to watch 

the news, or maybe a nature picture, these reasons I have no argument with. But I ask, how many buy a 

T.V. just for these reasons? I may be wrong, but I think the percentage would be close to zero. 

 When T.V. is introduced into the covenant home, I believe the godly atmosphere is changed. 

Remember, 80% of that which we see is remembered, and we remember 20% of that which we hear. 

Now, if we fritter away our time in watching T.V., there is nothing more certain than that we shall lose 

our appetite for the Scriptures and our desire to pray. We will become weak in our souls, and even lose 

the joy of God’s salvation, and the blessings of the confidence that our sins are forgiven. Our thought 

will not be those of a pilgrim and a stranger upon this earth. 



 Some even say, “But I would not allow my child to see everything that appears on T.V.” But is 

it any different spiritually, if you watch these programs and not your children? Will it not effect you as 

well as your children? Even if you are selective in the programs your children watch will they not be se 

curious so as to watch those programs which you have forbidden them to watch? You can be sure, that 

when they are old enough to stay home when Dad and Mom go away, they will certainly view those 

programs which you have before forbidden them to watch. Let us not deceive ourselves. Beware! 

Beware of the old serpent that is entering your homes through this magic box. It carries the poison of 

hell! There was a day when a growing boy was not permitted to see a burlesque performance, but now 

Junior gets it served with his chicken dinner, and his breakfast toast. We must admit, that T.V. 

certainly has an influence on our covenant homes. 

 One more brief consideration is that of the similarity between T.V. in our covenant homes, and 

theatre attendance. I believe they are one and the same. Parents who prohibit their children to go to 

shows are really very inconsistent. What is shown at the theatre is also seen on the T.V. screen sooner 

or later. Into what paths are covenant parents leading their children with these inconsistencies? Surely 

not into the paths of righteousness. Covenant parents are a stumbling-block to their children in this 

area of life. 

 I will not go into the discussion of the sin of dramatic productions, acting, the imitation of 

others, which are all presented on T.V. These thoughts can easily be for another paper or discussion. 

 In closing, what must we say about all this T.V. discussion? I firmly believe all our covenant 

homes must and should get rid of this evil, subtle and dangerous tool of the Evil One. Many problems 

and temptations and inconsistencies will be eliminated. In the second place, we must be admonished of 

this evil off our pulpits, through the preaching of the Word. God’s people must certainly be warned to 

flee all the sinful lusts, pleasures and entertainment which the ungodly world presents. We, as God’s 

elect have a big enough struggle against our own flesh; to fight the battle of faith. Why then must 

believers introduce this charming box into our homes, which can do us no good. Remember, our 

homes are our Bethel, where God’s presence is seen in our walk of life and in our faithful instruction to 

the children God has given us. Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. We are 

called upon to walk as pilgrims and strangers in the midst of this world. Our power is in our 

separateness from the world, not in our affiliation with it. Covenant people, the coming of the Lord 

draweth night, now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed. Let us keep our hearts true to 

Christ, and our covenant homes free from the world. 
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