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 What an experience! And what a way to close the term with a Young People’s Convention 

(35th), in which we helped celebrate the 50th Anniversary of our churches! What a group of young 

people bent on pushing instructors, leaders, and chaperones to the limit, only to see them sit down with 

you and discuss things pertaining to God’s Word and our mutual spiritual lives. 

 When asked to write about my experiences as Youth Coordinator, I can’t limit this article to 

our last convention only. My term spanned two years, most of which was spent doing things and 

working on projects apart from the conventions. And although I have been connected with young 

people apart from being Youth Coordinator (Young People’s Society leader at South West Church), 

working with the Federation Board to plan activities for all our young people has been something 

special. The Youth Coordinator not only is involved with the planning but also the activities 

themselves. I don’t think I’ll ever forget the carwash (and impromptu showers) and the pancakes 

breakfast during my term. 

 But there is much more than that kind of activity experiences in being Youth Coordinator. 

There is the planning and thinking of activities which are fun but above all spiritually beneficial for our 

Young People. The Fed. Board tires to have activities which can enrich the spiritual lives of our youth. 

The special occasion “Mass Meetings” which are peculiar to the Grand Rapids area are only one of the 

ways in which the Fed. Board tries to have spiritual activities for the young people. Outings as well, 

with time set aside for Scriptural discussions, are planned by the Fed. Board with the Youth 

Coordinator involved in these plans. 

 But as everyone knows, kids will be kids. Fun comes first and at the expense often of the 

spiritual. This causes much concern to any spiritually minded adult. However, in spite of our concern, 

and the apparent unconcern of the young people, God uses even these feeble means to fulfill His 

Purpose according to election. 

 For that reason, and the fact that our children when they chum together usually stay together in 

church too, I would like to encourage our parents both from the East and the West to instruct our 

young people to attend our Young people’s activities. This means no only the conventions, but any 

activities put on by our Young People, such as parties, but especially programs and outings where 

spiritual instruction is given. I don’t believe our people in general encourage their children enough to 

attend these things. In fact, I hear some parents say to their children, “If you want to go there, O.K. but 

if you don’t that’s O.K. too”. In our family, we talk these activities up with our children. And if this 

means we have to bring them here and there, and maybe pick them up again, we do it gladly, knowing 

they are with some of our young people of like faith, covenant seed. I’m convinced, that with the right 

kind of talking and encouragement, our young people activities would be attended much better. 

 The Youth Coordinator is intricately involved with our young people. This requires thim and 

effort. This means taking time off from work, sometimes evenings when the activities are held, and in 

general attending everything with our young people. 

 To many an adult, I’m sure this sounds either boring or like kid’s stuff. And in a certain sense it 

is. But I’m convinced our young people need adult leadership even in their fun and games. To me it’s 

like enjoying a good time with one’s own family. The Youth Coordinator and his wife are an important 

part of such a big family relationship. 

 Our young people are our church of tomorrow. They need every bit of encouragement and 

direction we can give them. They need to know there is a bond of unity and a communion of saints in 

togetherness. And the Youth Coordinator is an aid to that end. The Fed. Board generally knows the 

right and proper way to go and the Youth Coordinator and Spiritual Advisor (Rev. Van Overloop at 



this time) helps to work out these decisions. It’s been our mutual desires to see our Young People walk 

in the right way. 

 To conclude, the experience has been rewarding in many ways. I think I’m a better parent for 

the experience. Also in dealing with the seed of the Covenant, I’ve learned to appreciate them much 

more. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed the work and feel if ever our young people need help, in anything and 

I’m able and available, I’d be glad to help. Thanks for the opportunity to serve. 
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