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 “And being fully persuaded, that what he had promised, he was also able to perform…” 

Romans 4:21 

 There are times and times in the life of a man, of men and of the church of God in the world! 

When we get to heaven we will see all things in the light of the fulfillment of all of our hopes and 

fears. It is now constantly a matter of struggling to emerge and conquer in the strength of the Lord over 

Satan, world and our own flesh. But sometimes we must tarry and recount the deeds of the Lord, and 

we are “surprised what He has done.” 

 This ought not really so to be! 

 The reason for this is that the Lord has done far above all that we can ask or think. He is able 

thus to do for us exceedingly so. This He did not only do for us as small, struggling Protestant 

Reformed Churches, but he has done so for the church of all ages. What God has promised He was 

able to perform too. That was the faith of father, Abraham. We read that “against hope in hope he 

believed, that he might become the father of many nations.” (Rom. 4:18) God had taken Abraham in 

the night of his doubts and misgivings under the stars, had pointed out their number and multitude 

(stars which he names by the greatness of His power) and had said “So shall thy seed be.” (Rom. 

4:18b; Gen. 15:4) And father Abraham (father of believers) had believed and his “faith was counted 

for righteousness.” He had seen Christ’s day from afar and had rejoiced in the Christ, who said later, 

“before Abraham was, I am.” (John 8:58) 

 Now someone may opine that Abraham did have times when he well nigh doubted. But the 

Bible says that this doubt is taken up in the struggling hope that would not die; it was “in hope against 

hope.” He hoped for the humanly impossible. We get the impression that Sarah, although she called 

Abraham Lord, was not even a supporting influence for Abraham. Was it not she that instigated 

Abraham to take the bond-woman Hagar, to wife to have a son by her to fulfill the promise of the 

Lord? But even so this was “in hope against hope.” He did not stagger so as to wholly fail and fall. He 

rose to that height of faith which clung to the Almighty God, with whom nothing is impossible. He was 

empowered by faith which works by love. He clung to the Lord for the hope of righteousness in a Son 

to come, the Seed in whom all nations would be blessed. 

 Yes, Abraham was fully persuaded! He was fully persuaded that each time the LORD added 

something more detailed to the promise that the LORD was able to make all these promises, yea, in 

Christ, and in Him, “Amen,” to the glory of God the Father! And these are the foot-prints of Abraham 

which the true children follow. They follow these in the quiet moments of filial trust as well as in the 

stormy fears that would assail his tempest driven soul. The anchor-point of that faith was: God is 

willing and He is able – able to save to the uttermost! 

 I saw these sons who would press the foot-steps of Abraham. They were youthful sons and 

daughters and their parents at the convention Hall which this year was “Fine Arts Building” of Calvin 

College. More faithful children of Abraham could in this day not have met in these halls erected in 

memory of that great reformer Calvin, whose grave does not even have a marker-stone, we are told. 

Better theme could not have been chosen that “GOD’S COVENANT FAITHFULNESS,” methinks. 

The speeches were all uplifting and appropriated doctrine, reproof, correction, admonition in 

righteousness that the man of God be thoroughly furnished unto good works. We saw the tribes of 

Israel coming from far and near. There was great rejoicing in Israel, three and four generations 

together. The old men dreamed dreams and young men saw visions. It was truly Pentecostal. The Spirit 

of grace and glory rested upon the church. It seemed that the “five thousand” were being fed from the 

abundant storehouses of God’s earthly food and heavenly graces. Music and song filled the air with the 



praises of God. It was a great “field day” there in Douglas Park. The young people amongst us may see 

the One Hundredth Field-day celebration. 

 Vain speculation and dreams? Will not a faithful church serve the Lord “til generations end?” 

He is able to do what He has promised. He brought forth Isaac as it were from the dead. He has 

fulfilled the promise in Isaac’s Seed in the wondrous birth of His Son, Jesus Christ. Was that not an 

impossible birth? A virgin conceived and bore a Son, and she called his Name IMMANUEL – God-

with-us! He suffered and died and went on high, and he gathers the church. Sarah has many children: 

multitudes, multitudes! Out of every tongue and people and nation, black, white, read and yellow. It is 

a new manhood, born from the dead. It is the elect church, gathered by the Son of God. Jerusalem 

above, Sarah, the mother of us all. God turned her laughter about. He made her a fiath-mother saved in 

childbearing, and remaining in faith, charity, holiness with sobriety. That is no vain speculation but is 

the promise of God fulfilled. 

 Truly, our history as Protestant Reformed Churches has been “in hope against hope.” It has not 

been anything strange, however. When trials and difficulties are ours the word of the Lord is fulfilled 

“In the world ye shall have tribulations, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 

16:33) 

 We know that ours will be the same lot in the future, young people. We will need to pass 

through struggles, tears, and perhaps even persecutions. God may cast us in the crucible of suffering. 

We will then need to walk “in hope against hope.” We will tread the weary road of Abraham and cling 

to the Rock of ages; we will need to walk where man can only walk with God! Those will not be really 

evil days. They will be days when we will experience the great and mighty grace of God, so that we 

are fully persuaded that He is able to keep that which we have entrusted unto that day. We will try the 

faith which we have confessed and of which we sang so lustily. He will try our faith if need be; our 

faith must be found to be more precious than silver or gold in the days of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Yes, yes, my youthful covenant friends, I am becoming more and more of the oldest generation 

in your midst. But hope springs eternal in the breast of Abraham’s sons and daughters. When we 

become old we must still be “fat and green” to tell that the LORD is good, mighty and able to perform 

that which He has promised. He is faithful. Often we are not and have not been. It is of the LORD’S 

mercies that we have not been consumed. That is what He says of the “best of us,” that none of us may 

boast save in the Lord our righteousness. 

 May the Lord keep you and me faithful in His covenant mercies which fail not. For His mercy 

endureth forever, as do His grace, love and longsuffering over his own elect who cry unto Him day and 

night. Walk in the light of His Word which shines more and more unto the perfect day and He will 

bring it to pass. 
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