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 In 1953, I was merely 14 years old, a 9th grader under Alice Reitsma at Hope Protestant 

Reformed Christian School, then a small country school. I was aware of the controversy in the 

churches, but hardly involved. My recollections of it are few. I remember a Sunday evening in Hope 

when Rev. Hoeksema came to preach – a rare occurrence. He read Ephesians 4. As he was reading, I 

knew that he meant to preach on verse 14: “…be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 

with every wind of doctrine…” After the congregational prayer and the singing, he announced that he 

had intended to preach on Ephesians 4:14, but that, upon seeing all the children in the audience, he had 

changed his mind and would now preach out of John’s gospel – which he did. I was distinctly 

impressed by the fact that a minister could so quickly come up with a new sermon and even more 

deeply impressed by the tender, pastoral character of a man about whom it was widely alleged, even by 

some of our schoolfellow, that he itched to fight. 

 I also remember passionate, even enraged arguments between relatives and erstwhile friends, 

some of which reduced us children to tears. 

 My life in the churches has mainly been lived from 1953 on. During this time, I have lived 

through some significant changes. I was the first seminary student who did not have Rev. Ophoff as 

professor at all. He last taught the school-year of 1957-1958, was emeritated by the Synod of 1959, and 

died in 1962. Not that I did not benefit at all from his instruction. For some time, he attended Rev. 

Hoeksema’s dogmatics class, and, time and again, he and Rev. Hoeksema engaged in fascinating 

theological discussion. Once, those two worthies carried on a vigorous debate in class over the 

question, whether in the Incarnation the Virgin Mary produced anything at all for the conception of 

Jesus. For two or three class periods, they delved into the theological profundities of the Incarnation, 

showing no reluctance to deal with the biological aspects of conception. It was humorous to me to 

witness the two, old theological giants earnestly contending about the “ovum,” the “sperma,” the 

“embryo,” and the like. Finally, Rev. Hoeksema said, “Mystery!,” and firmly pulled the veil over that 

wonder. It is not strange that we have theology in our blood. 

 I was also the last to have Rev. Hoeksema as teacher all three years in seminary and the first to 

have Professor Hoeksema all three years. So, I have passed from “yesterday” into “today.” 

 The Protestant Reformed Churches have been blessed with numerical growth and significant 

physical development since 1953. Decimated numerically by the schism of 1953 (from about 5500 

members in 1952 to about 2400 members in 1954), we have been growing steadily, so that we are 

about 3500 at the present time. 

 We have developed the seminary. We now have three full-time professors, whereas formerly 

we had only one; we have a fine building, whereas formerly the work was done in the “catacombs” of 

First Church’s basement; we have recently added pre-seminary education to the curriculum of the 

school. 

 We are busy in missions. We now have two missionaries. Since 1953, we have labored across 

the length and breadth of the United States, going out wherever it speared that God was giving us an 

open door and willingly answering the calls from high and low, “Come over and help us.” We have 

worked in Jamaica with the Jamaicans and are at this time considering whether Christ our King calls us 

still to continue there. Besides, there is the considerable, ongoing work by radio and pamphlets and the 

individual labors of many of our congregations. 

 Several churches have been established since 1953: Loveland, Colorado in 1958; Forbes, North 

Dakota in 1960; Isabel, South Dakota in 196; Jenison Michigan in 1973; and prospect park, New 

Jersey in 1973. 



 We are, as some who observe us from the outside put it, “a writing Church.” “The Standard 

Bearer” flourishes; the “Beacon Lights” is doing a good job for the young people; pamphlets pour off 

the presses; we are now publishing a spate of books. 

 There have been noteworthy developments in the cause of Protestant Reformed Christian 

education. The Michigan people have established a high school; several grade schools have been 

established, or are being established, throughout the country. 

 Growth, however, is not and may never become the main thing with us. We do well to keep in 

mind always Joab’s words to King David, when the king proudly regarded Israel’s size and ordered his 

captain to number the people: “Now the Lord thy God add unto the people, how many-soever they be, 

an hundredfold, and that the eyes of my lord the king may see it; but why doth my lord the king delight 

in this thing?” (II Sam. 24:3). Size means nothing to Jehovah our God. “The Lord did not set his love 

upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of 

all people” (Deut. 7:7). 

 “But because the Lord loved you…” 

 In His love, God continues His covenant with us, according to His promise to our parents and 

our grandparents before us. He is with us! We enjoy His friendship! We have this friendship in the 

truth of His Word, the pure gospel of grace preached every Sunday in our congregations, taught 

faithfully every week in the catechism classes, and handed down to young pastors and teachers in the 

seminary. We maintain the historic Reformed faith set down in the three Reformed creeds, the 

Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic confession, and the Canons of Dordt. It is loved among us – its 

doctrine and its life. With regard to this all-important matter, nothing has changed from “yesterday” to 

“today.” This is our strength; this is our reason for celebrating our 50th anniversary; this is the source of 

our growth and development – and, therefore, that growth is good. 

 That we are Reformed, that we have this treasure – this precious treasure – is due entirely and 

alone to God’s covenant faithfulness. We do not celebrate ourselves – the thought is abhorrent. We 

celebrate the covenant God! He has kept covenant with us! How could we boast in ourselves? The 50th 

anniversary is an occasion for humbling ourselves before God in confessing our sins and utter 

unworthiness. There have been painful defections, grievous struggles, and iniquities. That we exist, 

that we have the truth, that we are God’s covenant friends still – this is His grace, His great grace. 

 Just for this reason, we have good hope for the future. 

 No, we do not delude ourselves with visions of earthly triumphs. Our hope is fashioned by the 

Word. The Word directs us to hope for the coming again of Jesus Christ from heaven and the 

resurrection of our bodies on that day. Before then, as we wait, we shall have tribulation in the world. 

 But we may and do expect that we and our children will continue to enjoy the covenant and its 

blessings. “And, having Thee, on earth is nought that I can yet desire.” 

 If the youth ask, “What then is our calling in the future?” my answer is: “Learn the Reformed 

faith! Know the truth of God’s Word! Know what it is to be Protestant Reformed! Be alert in church; 

hear in catechism; study in Young People’s; talk to your parents and pastor! This is the privilege of 

youth – to be devoted to learning. Soon enough – all too soon – will come the time of teaching others. 

And from infancy on, obey that great and terrible and loving covenant God! Walk in His ways! Be 

holy!” 

 It may be that the Lord will use our churches in the future to strengthen, help, and restore 

others. One thing is certain: we may not, we dare not, we must not slink off into a corner and content 

ourselves with guarding our treasure by ourselves. Protestantism is today utterly in ruins. Churches 

nominally Reformed are, by and large, either apostate or running as fast as they can from everything 

Reformed, both in doctrine and in life. We must have the conviction that Protestantism is Christianity, 

that the Reformed faith is Protestantism, and that Protestant Reformed is the Reformed faith – in 

doctrine, in church government, and in ethics, the Christian life. We must be bold to confess. 

 That we may be used – by a holy God – let us be constantly reforming ourselves. 
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