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 Are you preparing yourself for the future? If not, you should. If so, How? In what way? What 

are the tools, the helpers, the means you are using to do so? I hope you’re not using the BOX! The 

BOX wouldn’t do anything but spew filth at you, which your old man would suck up and thrive on. 

Besides that, there are a lot of better things to do. The BOX drives the mind to sin. Oh, we all know 

that the BOX doesn’t sin; good thing, too, or it wouldn’t have a place in our homes and our old man 

wouldn’t like that. It’s becoming such a companion that our conscience is hardly stirred anymore by 

what we see and hear. 

 How about the music you hear? I wonder how much money is spent for the kingdom on 

records, tapes, etc. But whose kingdom? How is rock music furthering you in your preparation for the 

future? 

 Preparing ourselves for the future is a part of everything we do, no matter what age. Young 

people, be mindful, you are the future church. Look at the past fifty years of God’s covenant 

faithfulness and learn. Prepare yourselves to take an active role in the future church. 

 Do we strive to fulfill our purpose here on this earth? Do we love God with all our heart, soul, 

mind, and strength? Is our love for God obvious in what we watch, hear, and do? 

 In this special issue we want to thank God for the past, and pray for grace to continue in the 

future. Pray for continued mercy and grace. The last two articles in our series dealing with our past 

history are in this issue. Also, there are outlines for the discussion groups for this year’s convention. 

The host society asks that you study these outlines and the texts included in them. Why? For your own 

good, to help you fulfill your purpose on earth, and to prepare you for the future. You are the church of 

tomorrow. You prepare yourself by learning: learning the Reformed faith, reading the Bible and 

understanding it. 

  Once at a retreat I attended there was a discussion group on the young person’s place in the 

church. Before breaking off into groups, one of our ministers gave a short talk about the subject. I 

don’t know what my foolish mind expected to hear. But instead of describing a young person as having 

some important position, and whose opinions would be highly regarded, we were told that we had 

nothing to say. We must learn, period. Wow, what a shock! I hope you as young people realize this. 

We must listen to our elders, and learn from the. We must become knowledgeable in what our 

churches stand for. We must take an active role in young people’s society, and to do that we must 

prepare ourselves. Christianity is not a Sunday thing, it’s our life and death. 

 The most important thing in this life is not your future mate, your education, your job, or any 

other earthly thing. It is your salvation. Your spiritual life needs constant refueling. Do you look 

forward to Sundays? Are you prepared for them? One way is to read up on what the minister is going 

to preach on. If he is preaching a series, get a good commentary on that book of the Bible; read from 

“The Triple Knowledge” when sermons are on the catechism. 

 Older people, we ask you to help our young people, and give them sound advice. Also, if you 

have topic ideas for “Beacon Lights” articles, or better yet, an article you would like to share, send 

them to me. I’ll gladly consider them. 

 Finally, come to the convention to learn. Come with grateful hearts. Come to meet and talk 

with others of God’s people. Consider yourself fortunate to be able to attend such a memorable event. 

Thank God for such faithfulness. 
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