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 It was while reading a newsletter from the Sub Committee of the 50th anniversary of God’s 

covenant faithfulness to the Protestant Reformed Churches, that I began to wonder. Is it really true that 

there are 1200 people planning to attend a field day to celebrate that occasion? What a coincidence that 

while thinking about this, the telephone should ring, and a complete stranger to me should ask me to 

put my thoughts on paper. Oh Jim, I’m sorry and hereby apologize. I do read the Beacon Lights and 

should have known who you were, but you caught me by complete surprise. What is amazing in all this 

is that although many of us do not know each other personally, yet we confess that we have much in 

common, and for that we are and indeed should ever be humbly thankful for God’s Covenant 

Faithfulness. 

 I have read with interest the past articles written by those recalling the days of their youth. I 

say, with interest because they were not too far removed from the days of my youth. I very vividly 

recall my school days in the great depression. No busses then, no money for gas, no, not even a 

bicycle. Several miles from school. In the Midwest, it was a Great Depression plus a severe drought, 

dust storms, and grasshoppers lasting several years. 

 I think, however, the one thing which stands out above all in looking backward…was the slow, 

satisfied, and serene pace of life and leisure. It was quite common for one to be born and reared to 

young adulthood without ever leaving his birthplace more than a few miles. People were generally 

more respectful of authority as well as being more respectful of friend and neighbor. 

 However, the great depression according to God’s Counsel had also served its purpose and so 

gave way to the great Socialistic trend of President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal. At this 

time, also the dictators and their war machines began to be heard in their rumblings across the waters. 

Hereafter of course came the great World War II, with all its inflationary trend as well as heart-ache 

and grief and destruction throughout the world. 

 I have been asked to especially reflect on our life during and after the fifties. 

 I think again the amazing fact brought about by the war was the intense quickening in the 

tempo and pace of living throughout the world. The world became small, in that people were pushed 

and shuffled to the corners of the globe. The Jet Age came upon us. Can you imagine eating breakfast 

in New York and arriving in California before dinner? Air travel became common, autos powerful and 

fast. 

 In all of history it certainly is plainly evident that the four horsemen of Revelation are riding 

and even now the evidence of this fact is increasing. Scripture is being rapidly fulfilled in our presence 

in the signs we’ve just spoken of. Depression, inflation, pestilence, earthquake, wars and rumors of 

wars, wine and oil, and starvation throughout the world. 

 In the beginning of the day of the Jet Age shortly after World War II, rumblings of unrest were 

also heard within the walls of our denomination. “Our walls are too high”, were their cries. “We’ve 

been too small too long. Lower the walls.” Thank our Covenant God that He is eternally faithful. The 

truth that He is sovereignly the God of us, His people, will stand forever, unconditionally. 

 If we were too small before the split of the early fifties, we were certainly more so after the 

split, but not before God. Can you imagine a Classis with, I believe, only two faithful ministers? Small, 

yes, not because of the truth but because of being faithful to that truth. Ah, we know it’s not numbers 

as such that count, but the faithfulness of our Covenant God has been greatly evidenced among us. 

From a stuffy basement to a modern building for our Theological School, three faithful professors, and 

a goodly number of students. Two active home missionaries, a Foreign Mission Committee striving to 

become involved in foreign fields A Synodical Contact Committee going to the far down under to 

contact those interested in like truths as God has revealed them to us and entrusted them into our care. 



 What does the future hold? Who knows? I have been so foolish to predict what would happen 

in the next year and have been proven 100% wrong. However, this I know, it does not matter what the 

future holds. We have seen that it did not matter what has happened in the past, because God causes 

His eternal counsel to unfold even as He has eternally pre-determined it. This we know by His 

revelation to us, that He is faithful to His covenant. This He sware by Himself as He could sware by no 

greater, that He would be the eternal covenant God of His chosen people. Ah, yes, this we know as a 

covenant people, that we are not responsible for our salvation, but we certainly are responsible within 

our salvation. In this year of our 50th anniversary, when the powers of darkness run rampant throughout 

the earth, the devil and his host has reached the pinnacle of ungodliness in all manner of wisdom, so 

called. Everything must be judged by the standard of relevance. Preaching must go. Marriage is out of 

style; it too has served its usefulness. Those on deaths row must be freed, even though they may have 

shed much innocent blood. The unborn must be aborted for the pleasure and good of the human race. 

Yes, Barabas must be freed, Christ must be crucified. 

 Yes, we surely have reason to commemorate God’s faithfulness. Why? Because He is eternally 

faithful. “He hath made His wonderful works to be remembered. He sent redemption unto His people. 

He hath commanded His covenant forever. Holy and revered is His name. The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom, a good understanding have all they that do his commandments. His praise 

endureth forever.” (Psalm 111). 

 

Originally Published In: 

Vol. 34 No. 5 July 1975 


