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 I received my Beacon Lights today and read immediately the article “Women’s Lib in the 

Church”. Certainly I must agree with the writer of the article that any part of the women’s liberation 

movement has no place in the church of Christ. Furthermore, I know of no women in our churches who 

believe themselves to be equal to their husbands either in the home or in the church. But what this has 

to do with wearing pantsuits to church, I really couldn’t follow the reasoning given. 

 I have no reason to believe that female members of our church that have worn pantsuits to 

church, have any desire to become card-carrying members of the Women’s Lib movement or have not 

remained in subjection to their husbands by donning a pantsuit. 

 When the writer states “Even though these women may not consciously realize it, they are 

competing with men.” I feel that to be pretty heavy judgment to make on your Christian sister sitting in 

the pew next to you, because she has worn a pantsuit. Nor is there reason to believe that because a 

female member of the church chooses to wear a pantsuit to church, that she will expect a seat in the 

consistory bench in a year or two. Women in the Reformed churches were given that “right” years ago 

and they did this without pantsuits. I hope and surely believe that our churches are strong enough in the 

truth that we are not that easily swayed by women’s apparel in the church. 

 Also, let us consider the women of whom we speak. We are not just talking about any women. 

Many of these women are mothers of covenant children and co-heirs, along with their husbands, in the 

church of Christ. And because this is of utmost importance to them, it should not be implied that they 

have become women-libbers. 

 I personally have not been offended in the least with the pantsuits that I have seen in church. 

The ones I have seen are very pretty, feminine, modest and cover a lot more than many of the short-

short skirts and dresses that have been prominent on many of the female parishioners of the past few 

years. The question of attire in the church, male or female, providing it be modest, should not be a 

prerequisite to proper worship. As I wrote this article, one Scripture text kept coming to mind. 

Although it refers to the place of worship, I think that the spirit of the text can be applied here. John 

4:24, “God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him, must worship Him in Spirit and in truth.” That after 

all is most important. 
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