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 In keeping with the theme of our Church’s 50th Anniversary year, I want you to share with me 

some personal reflections, convictions, and experiences concerning God’s Covenant Faithfulness. 

 My assignment is primarily the World War II years, although some information may be just 

prior to or/and after. 

 That there is a close relationship how these years with their events affected us as individuals, as 

families, and as churches, no on will deny. 

 I recall well as a youngster my parents relating the numerous lectures and speeches given by 

the Rev. Herman Hoeksema that they attended during the Common Grace Controversy. Soon after 

organization of First Church, they became members and remained so until death. 

 As God has plan and purpose in each of our lives, so I believe I had a unique start on my 

earthly pilgrimage. I was born at home weighting a mere one pound twelve ounces. No one gave me 

any human possibility of living over a few hours. I firmly am convinced the prayers of my parents and 

of others were heard and God’s Covenant Faithfulness confirmed. My daily diet consisted of barely 

water, loving tender care, and earnest supplications. 

 By the year 1940 our Churches had so prospered that our first Synod began its functions. 

Among other business at hand, seminarian John Heys was examined by that body and declared to 

become Candidate in our Churches. 

 War was now raging in Europe and the highly mobilized forces of the German machine 

suddenly and swiftly engulfed the whole of Western Europe. 

 I remember well on Sunday, Dec. 7, 1941 the radio sermon of the late Rev. Herman Hoeksema 

being interrupted to bring in the news flash that the Japanese had bombed Pearl Harbor. 

 On Dec. 4, 1942, I left for three years of army service. The exact wording escapes my thoughts, 

but this scene is permanently etched upon my memory. My mother and I knelt by her bed and she 

prayed aloud concerning God’s Faithfulness and God’s ever-abiding promises. I mention this for two 

reasons: 

 1. When I left home that day, it was the last time I saw her in the flesh. The Lord called her to 

Glory at the age of 52 on Oct. 25, 1943 while I was in Australia. 

 2. That scene of prayer was to be repeated time and time again in our homes and churches as 

Covenant-believing and God-fearing parents committed their sons to the will of God as they were 

being called into the armed forces. Not to exclude wives whose husbands and, in some cases fathers, 

being called up. 

 Sadness and grief was also the portion of some families and congregations in that the Lord 

made final separation with the reality of death during those war years. 

 At one time, there were more that 300 men from our various Churches in the military. The 

“Beacon Lights” had a special department called “To our Boys in Service” and “Letters from our 

Boys”. Volume 5 of that magazine has many snap shots of service men and also some very interesting 

articles and letters. 

 After taking basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas (near Fort Worth, Dallas area) I moved 

across country and overseas to Oahu, Hawaiian Islands. 

 In Aug. 1943 the 24th Infantry Division moved to Rockhampton, Australia. This was a staging 

area for a full-scale combat operation to come. 

 As an oasis in a desert land, mail from home was a source of joy and spiritual food. Letters, 

packages, Church papers etc. were all part of the tie that binds. 

 Allow me to quote in brief parts of three letters I still have in my possession. Letter of May 5, 

1943 from my mother “Our hearts are one in Christian Fellowship and love, and when I’m in Church, I 



always pray you might be here and have communion with the saints and hear God’s Word preached 

once again, but let us not rebel against God’s way, but take all to Him in prayer”. June 5, 1943- 

“Ascension Day we had services as usual. Rev. Hoeksema preached from Eph. 1:19-20. The theme 

was the Power of His Exaltation. It has plenty of meaning for those whose hope and trust is in the 

Lord.” Sept. 23, 1943- “Are you awful busy? Do you still get the “Standard Bearer” and “Beacon 

Lights?” Try to keep up with your reading of the Bible and Christian Literature, Pete, it will help you 

so much on your way of life.” 

 Such is God’s Covenant Faithfulness being revealed to instruct and comfort as many service-

men could like-wise testify. 

 On April 22, 1944, our outfit made the landing in Dutch New Guinea and seized the air strip 

near Hollandia. In as much as the territory was under Dutch domain and influence for many years, it 

just occurred to me to wonder if those friendly natives could converse in the Frisian language. 

 On October 20, 1944, Leytes hottest beach was the scene of the landing of the 24th Division. 

Much could be written concerning that campaign, but let it suffice to say the Lord spared me and the 

only battle scar I received was a good case of jungle rot on my legs and feet. Providentially I was 

evacuated out of the combat area for six months and missed two hard fought campaigns North and 

South of Manila. When the war ended, I was back with my outfit in the Southern Philippines. After six 

weeks in Japan, I was shipped home and got there Dec. 22, 1945 to a joyous and thankful reunion. 

 One only has to take the time to reread our 25th Anniversary booklet published in 1950 to 

recognize and appreciate that during the 40’s all Church life and activities were developing and 

flourishing. 

 First and foremost, the Preaching of the Word from Sabbath to Sabbath was being expounded 

by Ministers dedicated to their calling. God’s Covenant Faithfulness was being acknowledged and 

experienced. 

 Our Theological School at the close of the 40’s had enlarged its curriculum. The student body 

numbered seven. The faculty numbered 5…2 full-time professors, and 3 part-time instructors. Thirty-

one graduates and twenty-five Ministers in our Churches by 1950. 

 Our Missionary activities consisted of 2 men in the field laboring several months in Michigan, 

then an extensive stay in Washington, and then due to the Dutch immigration to Canada, a Canadian 

field was established. 

 Radio broadcasting came into focus in the 40’s. On Sunday Oct. 12, 1941 Rev. Herman 

Hoeksema delivered the initial message on God is God over WLAV Grand Rapids. Broadcasting was 

being expanded to Calif., Iowa, Minn., Illinois and Indiana. Each congregation or/and congregations in 

those locations sponsoring and supporting radio time. 

 Our own Christian schools were coming into actuality and operation in Michigan and 

Minnesota. 

 Congregational life was alive in the study of the Word with its full Society meetings for all age 

groups. It felt the absence of the male members during the war years, but the tie that binds was evident 

– in its correspondence and other labors of love and concern. 

 Chief among our publications was the “Standard Bearer”, ready and able to defend our 

Reformed truth and heritage. In 1941 the “Beacon Lights” came into existence. On Feb. 1, 1944 the 

first issue of the “Concordia”, a bi-weekly publication came off the press. Books, pamphlets, and 

brochures were all part of our effort to witness for the Truth of the Scriptures. 

 According to the statistics quoted in 1950, our Churches numbered 25, arranged in 2 Classis, 

with a total membership of about 5,600 souls. Our largest Congregation numbered almost 2,000, our 

smallest 30 souls. 

 Since then many changes have taken place into every facet of our congregational and 

denominational life, but two Truths remain the same to this day: 

 1. God’s Covenant Faithfulness 



 2. Our Calling in relationship to that Covenant. 

 In closing I quote from the pen of the late Rev. Hoeksema, “And as we live in the midst of the 

world as of the party of the Living God, it is our calling as a Church and as individual believers to keep 

His Covenant, to live from the principle of regeneration and to stand antithetically as God’s people in 

ever department of life”.  – H. Hoeksema – 1950 Anniversary Booklet.  

 His name be praised and given all the Glory for He is a faithful God unto His people. 
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