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 As growing and maturing Christian young people, we want to be more and more independent. 

That is good. That is part of growing up. Yet in the process of maturing and seeking independence we 

must be careful that we keep a proper spiritual perspective. 

 Really, you know, we never become independent in the absolute sense of the word. What we 

usually mean when we talk about being independent is making our own decisions with respect to the 

future course of our lives. As Christian young people, we immediately see and understand that the 

future course of our lives can never be separated from God’s will for us. We see that our seeking of 

“independence” must be within the scope of the Word of God. Never may we as young people lose 

sight of the boundaries within which we may exercise what we call “independence” 

 The Word of God everywhere calls us to recognize our dependence of God. How is this 

dependence on God manifest? By being submissive to the rule of God. How is that rule of God 

concretely manifest in our lives? Through those whom God Himself has placed in authority over us. In 

His law God commands us to honor our father and our mother. Our Heidelberg Catechism, in 

explaining the fifth commandment, correctly interprets this to mean “That I show all honor, love and 

fidelity, to my father and mother, and to all in authority over me, and submit myself to their good 

instruction and correction, with due obedience; and also patiently bear with their weaknesses and 

infirmities, since it pleases God to govern us by their hand.” Scripture further speaks of the God 

ordained authorities in Romans 13:1-5. There we read: “Let every soul be subject unto the higher 

powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever 

therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God” and they that resist shall receive to 

themselves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be 

afraid of the power? Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: for he is the 

minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the 

sword vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 

Wherefore ye must need be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience’ sake.” 

 To be obedient to the God ordained authorities in our lives is to express our dependence on 

God, and to recognize that His will is best for us. 

 Our parents, our teachers, our elders and minister, our employer and even the representatives of 

the government are authorities in our life representing God’s rule over us. We must not view these 

authorities as those from whose rule we must separate ourselves as soon as possible. But we must view 

them as those through whom our God, Whom we trust and upon Whom we depend, rules us. 

 We begin to see then that the desire to be independent just for the sake of independence is 

wrong because it is an expression of rebellion against those through whom it pleases our God to rule 

us. We may still have the desire more and more to make our own decisions with respect to the future 

course of our life, but we must always do that before the face of God and in the framework of the 

authority He has placed over us. 

 A mark fo spiritual development and maturity is that we recognize and confess our dependence 

of God. The more we see our lives in the light of the Word of God, the more we see that we cannot be 

totally independent nor, by God’s grace, do we want to be. So then our process of growing up as 

Christians involves us in both growing more “independent” and dependent. 

 It is exactly this seemingly contradictory situation that causes us as young people many 

problems. It is here where we encounter the struggle between the old man of sin and the new man in 

Christ Jesus. The old man wants to be independent in the absolute sense of the word and the Devil tells 

him that he has the right to be independent. The new man, however, through the instruction of God’s 

Word and the guidance of the Holy Spirit holds on to the desire to be totally dependent on God. 



 Many other influences in our lives testify to us that we have the right to be independent. 

Television hammers this theme home in almost every program we see. The popular songs that we hear 

on the radio drum the same theme into our heads. The example of the intellectual youth of our day on 

the college campus show us that we have a right to be independent and that we must insist upon that 

right. But all of these influences we recognize, by God’s grace, as being the manifestation of the 

lawless spirit of the age in which we live. We understand that we cannot embrace this rebellious theme 

and still be dependent upon the God, Who loves us. 

 If the Devil can convince us that we need not be submissive to those in authority over us then 

he has cut us loose from our dependence on God. We become a law unto ourselves. We become 

independent in the bad sense of the word. To be independent in that sense of the word would be a 

terrible thing for a child of God. We would be hopelessly lost in the current of life with no anchor or 

rudder. As Christian young people, our faith is directed to God and firmly ground in Him. To be cut 

loose from God, that is, to be independent is a most terrible state. 

 As Christian young people, we must resist the attempts and temptations of the Devil to make us 

rebel against those in authority over us and thus to declare ourselves independent from God. We must 

strive to overcome the weakness of our flesh and the rebellion of our natures and firmly hold on to the 

right to be dependent on God. 
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